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BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

ick Severance, president of Wellen Park, walks
the walk. Or, more accurately, runs the run.
An avid runner, Mr. Severance can be found

several nights a week on the Wellen Park
pathways and trails. This not only helps him
personally to stay fit but gives him insight as to how
residents and community members are utilizing these
amenities.
“I love the various use types and multigenerational
use,” Mr. Severance says. “And I'm amazed at how many
people wave to each other as they cross paths.”

SEE TRAILS , A15 »

Members of the South
County Runners Club
on a recent run.

<

A Wellen Park
residentenjoying an
afternon stroll on one
of the community
pathways.

"The mixed-use building will become a signature backdrop for Downtown Wellen’'s outdoor spaces,
defining it as an active and thriving lifestyle destination.” — Alan Wold, New Orleans architectural firm of Trapolin-Peer.

A signature building for downtown Wellen Park

BY RUSTY PRAY
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

One day in the not-too-distant future,
Wellen Park will offer a downtown to residents
and visitors, a welcoming, walkable destination

that will have something special for everyone.
The face of Downtown Wellen will be a two-
story mixed-use building that includes retail
and restaurants on the first floor and office
space on the second. Construction is expected
to start this summer and be completed in 2022.
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The character of the 32,500-square-foot
building will help define Wellen Park’s
downtown for years.

“The mixed-use building will become a
signature backdrop for Downtown Wellen’s
outdoor spaces, defining it as an active and

Pet parade

A celebration of
Wellen Park’s
adored and
adorable
animal
companions.
Ald»

thriving lifestyle destination,” says Alan Wold,
a member of the design team at the New
Orleans architectural firm of Trapolin-Peer.
Mr. Wold says planners had in mind using the
facility as a “destination building — something

SEE BUILDING, A4 »

Download our
FREE App today

Available

on the iTunes
and Android
App Store.




N A2 | sprING 2021

WELLEN

mmmm JOURNAL

Publisher
Brandi Riede
brandi.riede@floridaweekly.com

Editor
Cindy Pierce
cpierce@floridaweekly.com

Presentation Editor
Eric Raddatz
eraddatz@floridaweekly.com

Contributing Writers
Robin DeMattia
Charmaine Engelsman-Robins
Rusty Pray

Photographer
Steve Lineberry

Production Manager
Alisa Bowman
abowman@floridaweekly.com

Graphic Designers
Chris Andruskiewicz - Emma Campos
Lindi Feazel - Linda Iskra
Scott Sleeper

Circulation Supervisor
Alea Feeley
alea.feeley@floridaweekly.com

Account Executives
Suzanne Beiner
sbeiner@floridaweekly.com
Michael Colgan
michael.colgan@floridaweekly.com

Operations Manager
Kelli Carico

Published by
Florida Media Group LLC
4300 Ford Street, Suite 105

Fort Myers, Florida 33916
Phone: 239.333.2135

www.WellenParkJournal.com | WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

AROUND TOWN

A. Lys Brows & Beauty

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

You'll put on a happy face after visiting A.
Lys Brows & Beauty, which opened last July in
the Wellen Park Marketplace.

The business offers services and products
to enhance natural beauty, promote relax-
ation, reduce stress and help people look and
feel their best.

It’s something that mother-and-daughter
owners Arpina Lys and Liana Dorgelus have
been doing for years.

“We had a location that was too small and
were hearing a lot about the upcoming devel-
opment in Wellen Park,” says Ms. Lys. “We
were presented with a great opportunity to
open up in this plaza.

“It’s such a great location,” she continues.
“We have a lot of exposure from people going
to Publix and Irma’s Tacos next door.”

Ms. Lys is a licensed esthetician with an art-
ist’s eye for eyebrow shaping. She received her
training as a facial specialist from the Florida
College of Natural Health. Ms. Dorgelus
received her esthetic training from the Florida
School of Electrolysis and Skin Care. She is
certified in brow threading, makeup appli-
cations and skin treatments. Both are also
licensed permanent makeup tattoo artists.

Ms. Lys says their most popular service
is threading eyebrows as well as upper lips,
chins and full faces.

“We’re the only ones between Sarasota
and Fort Myers (who offer this treatment),”
she says. Threading, she explains, provides a
crisp, sharp eyebrow look in less than 10 min-
utes. Compared with waxing or tweezing, it’s
much cleaner and gentler on the skin. “It’s the
most precise way to shape the eyebrows,” she
says, adding people who use Retin-A on their

COURTESY PHOTO

Arpina Lys works her relaxation magic on a customer.

skin should not wax because that can damage
the sensitive top layer of their skin.

Other services at A. Lys Brows & Beauty
include facials, eyelash and eyebrow tinting,
individual eyelash extensions, microblading
and permanent makeup and semi-permanent
makeup.

They recently added lash lifting, which Ms.
Lys describes as “like a perm” that lifts the
eyelashes. The treatment can include tinting.
“The beauty industry is growing. New tech-
niques and services are being introduced,”
she says. “We like to stay on top of what our
customers want.”

Both women and men come to the salon.
Men often want their eyebrows reshaped,
deep cleaning facials, removal of skin impu-
rities such as milia and skin tags, and skin

treatments for broken capillaries and hyper-
pigmentation.

The duo has a location in Port Charlotte
and is opening another later this year in the
Cocoplum Village Shops in North Port.

A. LYS BROWS & BEAUTY
>> 12213 Mercado Drive, Unit 213

>> 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday

>> 941-786-1598

>> Appointments recommmended;
walk-ins based on availability

>> www.alysbrowsandbeauty.com

FOR US, EVERY COMMUNITY
IS A PREMIER COMMUNITY.

AND IF IT ISN'T, WE'LL MAKE IT ONE.

ArtisTree makes a daily choice to raise the standards of our industry,
which is why we provide the same superior service to a small account
as we do a sprawling country club community. If your HOA values
quality and communication above all else, contact Michael Casper

at mikec@artistree.com for a maintenance proposal and a list of

communities we serve. See why ArtisTree is the premier landscape
company of choice throughout Wellen Park and beyond.

* Maintenance services to meet your budget, including irrigation/water management,
turf/ornamental maintenance, mulching, seasonal color ¢ Award-winning designers, LEED
GA, landscape architect * Serving Sarasota, Manatee & Charlotte counties since 1990

DOWNLOAD YOUR
OWN PLANT NURSERY!

Email artistree@gmail.com with “Free
Plant Guide” in the subject line. We'll
send you a link to ArtisTree’s popular
Plant Guide filled with rows and rows

of tried-and-true local specimens.

LANDSCAPE

Maintenance & Design®

artistree.com | 941¢488+8897
Deeper roots. Higher standards.®




AMERICAS TOP
BRAND NAMES
IN FURNITURE!

Shlcy

HOMESTORE

OVER 100,000 SQ. FT.
OF BEAUTIFUL
SHOWROOM!

100’S OF ITEMS
AVAILABLE FOR
EXPRESS DELIVERY!

BARCLAY BUTERA

www.baconsfurniture.com

941-625-4493

OAshley

HOMESTORE

HOMESTORE:

Ashley.

HOMESTORE

17701 Murdock Circle www.ashleyfurniture.com
Port Charlotte Fl, 33948  941-235-8400
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BUILDING

From poge 1

recognizable that people can orient themselves
to when they’re in Downtown Wellen.

Renderings suggest a structure that fits into
the laid-back Southwest Florida style: low
cut, Spanish influence, pastels. The design
includes covered walkways, three restaurants,
patio dining and other amenities.

“A core aspect of the design is its connection
to the outdoor spaces the building occupies,”
Mr. Wold says, adding the restaurants will have
outdoor seating and café seating as well. And
most of the parking will be in the rear of the
building in order to enhance the pedestrian
experience.

The building’s second floor, accessible via
stairways and an elevator, thoughtfully divides
multiple office spaces, each with expansive
outdoor terraces overlooking the grand lawn
and the lake, and a glass corridor that connects
the buildings.

A possible outcome is the building will
attract customers that will come for the retail,
or to enjoy the shade and courtyard spaces, but
stay or return for the businesses above.

The Downtown Wellen building will give
Trapolin-Peer another foothold in Southwest
Florida.

“It’'s beautiful,” says Peter Trapolin, who
founded the firm in 1981. “We’ve done work
in Florida before, but this is our first building
in the Southwest Florida area. We're excited to
be here”

The design took several months to complete.
“It wasn’t as though we arrived at this design
at our first pass,” Mr. Wold says. “We went
through many different schemes ... the word
we kept using was ‘transitional style.

“We weren't looking for something either
strictly traditional or ultra-modern.”

The process did not follow the path

www.WellenParkJournal.com WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

COURTESY RENDERING

Construction of the 32,500-square-foot mixed-use building is expected to start this summer and be completed in late 2022.

of conference-room brainstorming and
PowerPoint presentations. That was because
of the lockdown that came along with
COVID-19.

“We started this design process as lockdown
started,” Mr. Wold recalls. “We were all working
remotely. There were emails, photos, sketches,
conference calls. It was a very different way to
work.

“As architects, typically we prefer to be
together to design. But we all think this worked
out really well.”

"It wasn't as though we arrived at this design
at our first pass. We went through many different
schemes ... the word we kept using was ‘fransitional
style.” We went through many different schemes ...

the word we kept using was ‘transitional style.”
— Alan Wold, a member of the design team at Trapolin-Peer

HOLD YOUR NEXT EVENT AT THE
WELLEN PARK WELCOME CENTER

Our convenient and easily accessible location makes the Wellen Park Welcome
Center the perfect venue for your next event. Casual or formal, the venue’s unique
design offers an uncommon experience you and your guests will not soon forget.

VENUE HIGHLIGHTS

Accommodations for up to 125 guests

Free WiFi

Onsite catering available

Available for early morning and evening events

&

WELLEN
PARK

For Rental Fees & Availability, Contact:
941.2291707 | welcomecenter@wellenpark.com
12275 Mercado Drive, Venice, FL 34293
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12691 Tamiami Trail S. - North Port - 941-474-41417 - 1-800-681-CART
www.Caddy-Carts.com - Open M-F 8-4:30 - Sat hy appointment
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BY PATRICIA HORWELL

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Besides providing sports entertainment to
the community, the Atlanta Braves also gives
its support through its foundation.

The Atlanta Braves Foundation is the
team’s charitable arm that supports local,
regional and national charities throughout
country, according to Mike Dunn, Braves’
vice president of Florida operations. Since
1994, the foundation has provided support
to thousands of organizations and has con-
tributed more than $7 million in financial
and in-kind assistance to the community
through the generosity of Braves players,
employees, sponsors and fans.

“We'll identify those in need that we can
potentially impact — often with no pomp
and circumstance,” Mr. Dunn says, adding the
organization frequently
maintains  anonymity
about the various chari-
ties it supports.

Some of the foun-
dation’s good works
are public, however,
including My Warrior’s
Place, a retreat center
for veterans, military
service members, law
enforcement officers, fire fighters and Gold,
Blue and Silver Star families, offering many
helpful programs for them.

The foundation also aids Venice Chal-
lenger Baseball, a league designed for chil-
dren and adults who can’t play baseball

DUNN

www.WellenParkJournal.com

ALL WELLEN GOOD

Atlanta Braves Foundation hits a home run
in Wellen Park and surrounding Commumty

COURTESY PHOTOS

CoolToday Park is the Spring Training home of the Atlanta Braves.

in the usual way. The Braves made a large
contribution toward the construction of the
Venice Challenger complex. “We believe in
promoting baseball to all those who want to
play, despite any challenges they might have,”
Mr. Dunn says.

“We also support the American Cancer
Society’s Relay For Life, the Gary Sinise
Foundation, St. Francis Animal Rescue, Hab-
itat for Humanity and Boys and Girls Clubs
of America.”

St. Francis Animal Rescue works a conces-
sion stand at CoolToday Park, the Braves’
Spring Training home, and receives a per-
centage of their sales.

But helping the community isn’t always
about money, Mr. Dunn says.

“We provide experiences for kids and
adults — behind-the-scenes programs and
meetings with players. We have hosted some
folks from hospice. It’s always gratifying to
be able to help and offer assistance. I am
fortunate and blessed to have my health and
work in a business that can provide happi-
ness to others.”

As an example, he says, the foundation
has provided motorized wheelchairs to those
who depend on them to get around.

“It’s gratifying to see a smile on a child’s
face or to get a thumbs-up from someone

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL
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A 50-50 raffle at every Spring Training game
helps raise funds for the foundation.

who is struggling,” Mr. Dunn says.

There is a two-step process to be approved
for a grant from the Atlanta Braves Founda-
tion. Organizations should send an email
to springtraining@braves.com and describe
the need. Foundation personnel will review
the request and reach out to the requesting
organization.

Those who have attended Spring Training
games at CoolToday Park are familiar with
the team’s 50/50 raffle, one way it raises funds
for charity. Another is the Scoreboard Mes-
sage Program. Individuals, corporations and
organizations can also make contributions at
www.braves.com.

Purchasing

homeowners

insurance in Florida
can he confusing.

With over 30 years in the business
and 120+ insurance carriers, Kevin
and Mary Feuser are passionate
about helping people protect their
assets by researching the best
options while not sacrificing coverage.

Contact us today with any of your
insurance questions.

We are happy to |Ie|ll!

INSURANCE
941.474.3436




Our Real Estate Services to You:

Two Full-Time Agent with Team Support Custom Flyers
Customized Market Analysis Open Houses
Partial/Full Staging Branded Websites
Broker Open Events Cinema Tours/Virtual Tours
Appraisal Services Available Professional Photos & Aerials
Internet Advertising Feedback from all Showings
Magazine Advertising Weekly Updates
Multiple Listing Services & More!
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~ FUS/BURNS TEAM are the number#1 -
listing agents in the first quarter 20211

T - L

LAUREN FUS & CHRISTINA BURNS
REALTORS'

941.726.8208

" 941.451.9247 =
sellingsarasotacounty@gmai .[:I?
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BY RUSTY PRAY

Wellen Park Jourmnal Correspondent

A mulberry tree serves as a fast-food stop-
over for migrating birds.

A series of golf-course water hazards has
been engineered to provide a nursery for
young tarpon to to send clean, naturally fil-
tered water to Lemon Bay.

There’s a bird observation area, a butterfly
garden and a kiosk constructed as an Eagle
Scout project.

A killdeer nest snuggles against young
plant life.

Welcome to the Lemon Creek Wildflower
Preserve in Englewood, an 80-acre swath of
land that served as an 18-hole executive golf
course from the early
1970s to 2006. Off Gas-
parilla Pines Boulevard
on the Cape Haze pen-
insula, the land bor-
ders five condominium
complexes and has
been in the hands of
the Lemon Bay Con-
servancy since 2010.

The conservancy has
transformed the golf
course into a peaceful preserve for wild-
life and wetlands growth, planting about
8,000 trees and shrubs in dozens of species
throughout the acreage.

The primary purpose of the preserve is
to protect and enhance the habitats within
the preserve in order to provide a refuge for
wildlife and opportunities for environmen-
tal education and scientific research. The
long-range goal is to convert the existing
golf course ponds into a series of intercon-
nected wetlands and to restore the uplands to

FURNER

www.WellenParkJournal.com | WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

WANDER WITH WELLEN

A peacetul habitat beckons wildlife — and those who want to know it

RUSTY PRAY / WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

Clockwise from top left: Migrating birds stop for a nosh at some mulberry trees. Cattle egrets are relatively new to the preserve acreage and come to
dine on the abundance of insects there. The Lemon Bay Conservancy has transformed a onetime golf course into a peaceful preserve for wildlife and

wetlands.

native habitats. Planners envision freshwater
wetlands on the eastern side of the preserve
transitioning to tidal wetlands on the western
side.

Eva Furner, a nearby resident and a conser-
vancy board member, amplifies that mission.

“The primary reason we’re doing this is
to help the water — and to help wildlife
habitat,” she says. “But we also want to use it
as a place that educates the public about the
value of restoration. We've created a whole
trail network through the preserve, and we’re
doing regular nature walks, scavenger hunts
and other events to promote continuing
education about the value of adding habitat.

“We’re adding things of value to the com-
munity, not only from the preservation
work.”

Some of the walks are for members; others
include the general public.

Ms. Furner points out a man-made mound
that looks suspiciously like a onetime golf
course tee. But she says no and points to a
couple of cattle egrets on the side looking
for lunch.

“We never had cattle egrets before,” she
says. “But they really like this habitat with so
many insects.”

Not that vestiges of the golf course don’t
still exist. Tees and greens are part of the

landscape. They’re just different — as in, not
manicured. And those water hazards might
be home to a gator or two these days.

Although she is not an ecologist or bota-
nist — Ms. Furner is a retiree from IBM —
she has a strong interest in the environment
and she knows Lemon Creek Wildflower
Preserve well.

“T've just always enjoyed nature,” she says.
“Here, you have so many opportunities to
get out and explore things.” Exploration can
begin with a visit to the website, www.lem-
onbayconservancy.org/wildflower-preserve,
where details are also available about guided
walks and other activities.

Wellen Park Residents. .

We'll take care of your

pests...

So you can get back to you! ,

OW! Receive a

E inspection and save $50
off your new Pest Control or Lawn Service agreement.
* Applicable to new annual service agreement & does not apply to Value Packages.

* TRULY

PEST « TERINITE - RODENT - LAWN - INSULATION




LIVE YOUR
BEST LIFE
EVERYDAY

RENAISSANCE

Renaissance at Wellen Park highlights:
WELLEN PARK

» Gated community of paired villas and single-family homes

offering 2-5 bedrooms, 2-4 baths, and 2-3-car garages

PAIRED VILLAS

« Fun-filled amenities include a clubhouse with fitness FROM THE UPPER $200s

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES

spa; sports courts; tot lot; direct access to dog park and FROM THE MID $3OOS
full activities calendar

center and multi-purpose room; resort-style pool and

NEW MODELS ARE NOW OPEN

« Premier location in the vibrant hub of Wellen Park, only
2 miles to the Atlanta Braves Spring Training Facility and
future Downtown Wellen; close to I-75, award-winning

beaches, and great Sarasota District schools

« The quality and commitment to excellence of Mattamy mattamYHOMES

Homes, North America’s largest privately-owned WELLEN
homebuilder and developer of Wellen Park
P PARK

{

CENTER RD

ROCKLEY BLVD

S. TAMIAMI TRAIL/41

Marketplace
Shopping Center

WEST VILLAGES PKWY

Five Decorated Models and New Home Gallery:
11720 Renaissance Blvd., Venice, FL 34293
(Entrance on South Tamiami Trl., just east of West Villages Pkwy.)

To learn more or schedule your tour, please call
941-225-8515 or visit mattamyhomes.com/sarasota

Visit Mattamyhomes.com or see a Mattamy New Home Counselor for further details and important legal disclaimers. Prices, specifications, terms, conditions, all offers, home site and plan
#we  availability are subject to change or revocation without prior notice or obligation. This is not an offer in states where registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. E.&O.E. Builder
#CGC1513363 MATTPA237
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AROUND TOWN

State College of Florida: Part of the Community

STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA

Established in 1957, SCF is the region’s first
and largest public college, serving 11,000 col-
lege credit students annually at campuses in
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and Venice, and
via online classes. Another 14,000 partici-
pants annually attend professional develop-
ment and personal enrichment classes.

“We are dedicated to meeting the edu-
cational and workforce training needs of
individuals and industry within Manatee and
Sarasota counties,” says Terri Clark, dean for
lifelong learning and workforce development.

Simply put, SCF is part of the community.

“We are local. We are connected to the
community in every way possible,” says Jamie
Smith, director of communications and mar-
keting. “We’ve fit in great with the commu-
nity for more than 60 years.” SCF Venice is
a 100-acre campus that features a canopied
outdoor performance pavilion, fitness trail,
environmental education center, the Dr. Bill
Jervey Jr. Library and Lake Jervey — all open
to the public pending the lift of COVID-19
safety restrictions.

“The campus is so serene, surrounded by
nature,” Ms. Smith says. “It has all the aca-
demic tools, but it exudes serenity.”

In addition, the Venice campus offers a
unique dual-enrollment program that allows

class graduates in May this year. “Attending the State College of Florida close to the shopping center in Wellen Park

“SCF Collegiate School is ideal for highly Collegiate School Ven- where I can get something to eat or get cof-
motivated students interested in working ice has been a great fee and find a place to study.” Louis plans to
for students to complete toward their college degree experience,” says Louis. attend Florida Polytechnic University, where

an associate degree at the (ﬁ" while 1n mld‘dle? and high It is exciting to be in he received an academic scholarship.
same time they receive SChOOl,’ Ms. bl,mth Says:
. . - Louis Ferreira, a senior

the inaugural gradua- SCF Collegiate Schools are public charter
tion class where we will  schools created through a charter with the
thel.l“ hlgh SChOOI dlploma. STATH COLLDGE OF FLORI DA, COLLEGLATE SCHOOL t the SCECS., i . o 5
Beginning in ninth grade, atthe » 18 Vice prest

receive our high school Sarasota County School District and operated
SCF Collegiate School Ven- VE N [ CE dent of the National Honor diploma and associate by State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota.
ice students progress in a Society and volunteers on

in arts degree simulta- For more information, visit SCFCS.SCFE.
rigorous academic environment, permeated the student leadership

neously. It is also very edu/Venice.
by technology. The inaugural Venice SCFCS

FERREIRA

team. convenient being so

LENNAR | WC]

A LENNAR COMPANY

Three Amaging Wellew Purk Communifies!

Beautiful new homes in Venice starting from the mid $200s

IT"S TIME TO MAKE A MOVE TO...

forfunga

Welcome to T“r:"F."- Wellen Park’s intimate new FI.'l': ad .'.nmrr..'nllr-. Dies igm‘-rl

arcund a serens park setting, Tortuga is & quiet and friendly ne p'll:- rhocd, with a
wide vanety of elegantly appoanted Executive homes with styluh, siry Aoorplans.

There is an ideal harme for any stage of life at Tortuga, Exacutive Homes From the low $3ﬂ'ﬂ'$

20061 Galleria Blvd. | Venice, FL 34293

SARASOTA { NATIONAL % GRAN PARADIS®

At West Villaaes

Sarasota National Golf & Country Club is a luxurious lifestyle community. Residents enoy Gran Paradiso is a stunning enclave of elegant homes and resort-style amenities
resort-style amenities include an 18-hole championship golf course, resort pool, tiki bar, inspired by the opulence of Tuscan architecture. Residents are treated to every
spa treatment rooms, event lawn, sports courts and more! comfort, including a sprawling clubhouse campus with fitness center and spa,
resort-style pool with cabanas, sports courts, saunas, and more!

6-Plex, 4-Plex, Patio and Luxury Executive
Homes from the mid $200s Townhome and Coach Homes from the mid $200s

23114 CopperLeaf Drive | Venice, FL 34293 20061 Galleria Bivd | Venice, FL 34293

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY AT 877-45-LENNAR OR LENNARSWFL.COM

: Welcome Home Center Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10am-6pm )
LENNAR ) syEmyTINGs
877-45-LENNAR | LennarSWFL.com NS« INCLUDED
Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agveemem for actual features designated as an Everything's Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and desngns vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist's renderings and may contain options
that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated; actual sq. ft. g will differ. ge/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not all vehicles. Mod le photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar

does not guarantee the availability of homes within the price ranges above. Price subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial photos are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist's rendition. They are solely for illustrative purposes, should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where
prohibited by law. Copyright © 2021 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WC logo, Everything’s Included and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 04/21.




You Deserve

The Very
Best In

Health Care [
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BEST AWARD

FLORIBAWEEKLY
2010-2020

. —

Why is it important you choose a Board Certified Surgeon?

A surgeon certified in general surgery by the American Board of Surgery has training, knowledge
and experience related to the diagnosis and comprehensive management of surgical conditions. In
fact Dr. Galliano is an accredited Center of Excellence Master in Colorectal Surgery meaning he

has met nationally recognized standards. Dr. Galliano is the most experienced Colon and Rectal
Surgeonwith DaVinciRoboticSurgery ' >

in Lee, Charlotte, Sarasota and DeSoto
Counties. He has performed over
1,000 DaVinci Robotic procedures.

Dr. Domingo Dr. Christopher Dr. J.
E. Galliano Jr. Finley " Mark Kiely
MD, FACS, FASCRS DO @- MD, FACS, FASCRS
- General Surgery - General Surgery - General Surgery
Board Certified by the American Board of Surgery Board Certified in General Surgery by the AOBS Board Certified General Surgeon by the American Board
- Colon and Rectal Surgery Minimal Invasive Surgery Fellowship Trained in Advanced of General Surgery
© Board Certified by the American Board of Colon and Rectal : : Laparoscopic and Robotic Surgeries . . Colon and Rectal Surgery
. Surgery (ABCRS) . Bariatric Surgery :  Board Certified Colorectal Surgeon
. Surgical Critical Care . Fellowship Gertified by the ASMBS in Bariatric . Dbythe American Board of Golorectal Surgery
© Board Certified by the American Board of General Surgery . : and Minimally Invasive Surgery General Surgery :

Call to schedule your appointment today!

GALLIANO SURGICAL GROUP

18308 Murdock Circle, Suite 108-109, Port Charlotte | 17899 Tamiami Trail, North Port | For more information or to schedule a consultation appointment with

Dr. Galliano, Dr. Finley, Dr. Kiely or Susan Guthrie, BSN, MS, ARND, ENP, BC please call us...941-625-3411
Please visit our website www.gallianosurgery.com

INTEGRITY, COMPASSION, RESPECT, ACCOUNTABILITY AND EXCELLENCE
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SERVE

Reel in dinner from the Fresh Catch food truck

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

You could spend a few hours on a boat,
hoping the fish you want grabs your line.

Or, you could reliably count on the Fresh
Catch food trucks that visit Gran Paradiso,
Grand Palm, IslandWalk, Renaissance and
Sarasota National as well as the Englewood
Farmer’s Market and Atlanta Braves.

Fresh Catch Fish Company was established
in 2014. In addition to its store in Punta
Gorda, its food trucks make weekly stops at
dozens of locations from Tampa/St. Pete to
Marco Island.

The owners work with local and national
commercial fishing operators to source fresh
seafood. But the trucks also are known for
their fresh-cut meats, homemade sausages and
prepared foods.

The dozens of fin fish they sell include
amberjack, cod, barramundi, bronzini, catfish,
Chilean sea bass, cobia, corvina, Dover sole,
yellow tail snapper, swordfish, tripletail, turbot,
wahoo and walleye.

Local favorites include cobia, grouper, hog-
fish, mahi-mahi, red snapper, triggerfish and
tripletail.

They also have shellfish such as clams, lob-
ster tail, mussels, oysters, sea scallops, shrimp
and stone crabs.

There are many alternatives to seafood as
well. Meat eaters can choose from chicken
breast fillets, filet mignon, French-cut Duroc
pork chops, New York strip steak, half-pound
prime beef patties, ribeye steak, T-bone steak
and top sirloin.

Customers can also dig into beef tenderloin
pot pie, poppyseed chicken pot pie, roasted
chicken pot pie and shepherd’s pot pie.

MILA BRIDGER / WELLEN PARK JOURNAL
Fresh Catch Fish Company’s food trucks make
weekly stops at dozens of locations in town.

Stuff yourself with sausages that include
butifarra, chicken apple, chicken basil, chorizo
picante, half smoke, lamb merguez, maple
sage, Mediterranean lamb, pastrami, raging
brat, rosemary lamb, spicy Italian, sweet Italian
and Thai chicken.

The meats are on a roll with a wide variety of
salamis: ararat, cacciatore, chajari, Chesapeake
with Maryland crab seasoning, Chorizo de
Pamplona, cinta, dillio, duck breast prosciutto,
fuet, wild fennel, porcini, soppressata and
truffle mania.

If you're not sure how to prepare the fish
or meat you've purchased, the Fresh Catch
website will inspire you with mouthwatering
recipes. Add these to your recipe file: Florida
blue crab cakes with tangy butter sauce, low
country shrimp boil, baked tripletail, seared
mahi mahi, Faroe Island salmon, steamed
mussels with white wine and garlic, chicken
breasts with balsamic vinegar and garlic, and
pan-roasted New York strip steak.

When you don’t feel like cooking, pick up
a ready-made dinner like Cajun mac and
cheese, Cajun jambalaya, seafood casserole,
shrimp scampi, lobster-stuffed chicken breast

or chicken stuffed with spinach, ricotta and
feta cheese.

Start your meal with a homemade snack dip.
Fresh Catch has crab, lobster, smoked rainbow
trout and smoked salmon artichoke flavors.

And don’t forget the extra goodies like
clam chowder, lobster bisque, crab cakes, crab-
stuffed portobello mushrooms, and salmon
patties.

Fresh Catch offers daily and weekly specials
on its website and by signing up for email
notifications.

Make it at home
Faroe Islands Salmon
with Miso Sesame Ginger Glaze
and String Beans
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Servings: 4

+ 2 TBS extra virgin olive oil
+ 1% pounds Faroe Islands salmon filet
+ ¥ cup Nature’s Basket Organic Miso
Sesame Ginger dressing, divided
+ 1 Ib. French green beans, trimmed
(also available frozen)
* Y4 cup green onion, chopped diagonally
+ 1 tsp black sesame seeds for garnish
Arrange a rack in the middle of the oven and
set to broil. Line a baking pan with foil and
coat with oil. Place salmon, skin side down,
on baking pan. Use a paring knife to score
the salmon with Y-inch-deep diagonal cuts,
about 2 inches apart. Spread Y4 cup of dressing
over salmon. Broil for 10-12 minutes, rotat-
ing the pan a few times, until lightly browned
and internal temperature of fish reaches 145
degrees. Remove from oven and drizzle with 2

FRESH CATCH FISH CO.

>> Where: 3769 Acline Road,
Punta Gorda and select Wellen
Park neighbborhoods

>> Phone: 833-559-7676

>> Online: See the weekly food
trucks schedule at www.
freshcatchfishco.com

FRESH CATCH FISH CO. / COURTESY PHOTO
Faroe Islands Salmon with Miso Sesame Ginger
Glaze and String Beans.

TBS dressing.

Meanwhile, bring a large pot of water to
boil. Cook beans for 2-3 minutes, until bright
green and crisp-tender. Use a slotted spoon to
transfer beans to a medium bowl. Toss with 2
remaining TBS of dressing. Cover with foil to
keep warm.

Serve salmon garnished with green onions
and sesame seeds, alongside green beans.

For a wine to enjoy with this dish, we recom-
mend a pinot noir. If that is not your prefer-
ence, go with a big and rich chardonnay.

|

'The BEST place to go for

beautiful American made
custom window treatments.

Specializing

In Hardwood

Plantation
Shutters.

FREE IN HOME
ESTIMATES!

Absolute Blinds Etc. Inc

* Vertical Blinds ¢ Motorization » Vertical Wraps
e Cellular Shades ¢ Wood Plantation Shutters ¢ Panel Tracks
* Roller Shades Shutters ¢ Solar Shades ¢ Pleated Shades

We offer remote control options

Celebrating

20

YEARS!

IN BUSINESS

2842 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotfte
941-627-5444 absoluteblinds.com
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 Full Monthly Calendar .
of Events

o 3 Clubhouses

+ Modern Fitness Rooms .
« 2 Resort-Style Pools .
. « Lap Pool & Spa .
12 Pickleball Courts .
« 8 Tennis Courts .

Feels Like a Vacation

From limitless amenities and a full-time Activities
Director to miles of bridges, boardwalks and walkways,
opportunities for exploring nature, staying active,
connecting with others or just relaxing, are endless.

Whatever you can imagine, you are sure to find it here. A

RESORT

CAMPUS1
13639 Salinas Street, Venice, FL 34293 -
(941) 220-0548 | DiVosta.com/IslandWalk RESORT
CAMPUS 2

VILLAS SINGLE FAMILY

WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES

Where Every Day | -eooen - oo

Half Basketball Court

Event Lawn &
Fire Pit Lounge Areas

Outdoor Gathering Areas
Activity & Game Rooms
Playground

Dog Park

Community Garden

And So Much More!

Villas from the $300s 11 Home Designs from the Low $300s to $600s
2-3 Beds | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garages 2-5 Beds | 2-4.5 Baths | 2- and 3-Car Garages

.

I

Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific
home being offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions
and restrictions apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. DiVosta® are
registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2021 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 4/13/21




A1 4 | SPRING 2021 www.WellenParkJournal.com WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

PET

A CELEBRATION OF WELLEN PARK’S
ADORED AND ADORABLE ANIMAL COMPANIONS

PEPPER and REESE

Just look at these incredible furresidents! Pepper

Meet Max, the Prince of the Preserve. Always and Reese live with their owners in Gran Paradiso
dapper and dressed for success, Max lives with and enjoy the vibes on our local beaches
owner John Kersten in the Preserve neighborhood. every chance they can.

DOLLY

Meet Dolly, a paw-dorable pup who enjoys
the wind in her fur at Brohard Paw Park. She
and her humans moved into the Renaissance

neighborhood in February. We're excited to
welcome them all into the Wellen Park family.

Welcome to the Wellen Park Pet Parade, where we share pictures sent in by the proudest pet owners in our
pet-loving community. Rest assured that whether your best animal buddy is a cat, a bird, a rabbit
or even a reptile, we want to see it and share it in the Wellen Park Journal and on our social channels.

Submit your pet pics via email to info@wellenpark.com or via Facebook messenger @wellenparkfl.
We’ll do our best to include them in the next Wellen Park Pet Parade and on our social channels.
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TRAILS & PATHWAYS
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TRAILS

From page |

He sees moms and dads jogging with kids
in strollers, couples walking hand-in-hand, pet
owners exercising their dogs, cyclists, running
groups and people carrying gear to a favorite
fishing hole.

And that’s exactly how the community’s
planners envisioned the way people would
enjoy the trail system.

“Our commitment to trails and pathways
is paramount,” Mr. Severance emphasizes.
“It’s where wellness thrives. Trails have a way
of engaging both in the physical aspect of
wellness and the mental and psychological

Us-41
£ 4.7T6 MILES

WEST VILLAGES LOOF
£ 6.3 MILES

PLAYMORE ROAD
# 2.1 MILES

WEST VILLAGES PARKWAY
£ 3.7 MILES

PRETO BOULEVARD
: 3.35 MILES

'OLLEGE LOOP
1.25 MILES

VEST VILLAGES PARKWAY LAKE LOOP
867 MILES

iRAND LAKE LOOP

13,75 MILES

ILUE HERON PARK LOOP
1.5 MILES
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WELLEN PARK MAP

benefits of wellness.” He also notes that
people who are active often have improved
health, including better memory.

Wellen Park currently has nine trails that
range from .67 miles along the West Villages
Parkway Lake Loop to 6.3 miles along the
West Villages Loop.

An additional 15 miles of trails are planned
during the next five years. These will include
a north-south trail of about 3 miles that
abuts a pristine wetland and a trail around
the 80-acre lake that will be the centerpiece of
Downtown Wellen.

Mr. Severance says the trails are integral to
the success of Wellen Park because they help
connect people in the community. Studies
also show that trails are the No. 1 amenity
people are looking for when buying a home,

SEE TRAILS , A36 »

www.Ilghtldeasmc com

Traditional
to Contemporary

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY!
1089-B Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte | 941-627-5353
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday Seasonal

ligh( ldeas

Lighting + Fans +Accessories
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NEIGHBORHOODS OVERVIEW
AVELINA GRAND PALM SARASOTA NATIONAL TORTUGA
Single-Family Homes Single-Family and Paired Villa Homes 6plex Coach, 4plex Coach, Single-Family Homes
Pricing Coming Soon From the low $300s Patio, and Executive Homes From the low $300s
Builder: Neal Communities Builder: Neal Communities From the mid $200s Builder: Lennar
Sales Center: Coming Soon Discovery Center: 21209 Wacissa Dr. Builder: WCI, a Lennar Company Sales Center: 20061 Galleria Blvd.
941.241.2359 Venice, FL 34293 Sales Center: 23114 Copperleaf Dr. Venice, FL 34293
941.214.9190 Venice, FL 34293 941621.9324
BOCA ROYALE 941.246.0076
Single-Family Homes + Paired Villas From ISLANDWALK
the low $300s Villas and Single-Family Homes WELLEN PARK GOLF
Builder: Neal Communities From the low $300s SOLSTICE & COUNTRY CLUB
Sales Center: 1 Golf View Dr. Builder: DiVosta Homes Single-Family and Paired Villas Multifamily and
Englewood, FL 34223 Sales Center: 13639 Salinas St. Pricing Coming Soon Single-Family Homes
941.214.9760 Venice, FL 34293 Builder: Toll Brothers From the $200s
941.218.2208 Sales Center: Coming Soon Builder: Lennar
GRAN PARADISO 9416287086 Sales Center: Coming Soon
Townhomes + Coach Homes OASIS 941740.6524
From the mid $200s Single-Family Homes
Builder: Lennar From the mid $300s SUNSTONE
Sales Center: 20061 Galleria Blvd. Builder: M/| Homes Single-Family Homes WYSTERIA
Venice, FL 34293 Sales Center: 19806 Bridgetown Loop and Attached Villas Single-Family and Paired Villas
941.214.9684 Venice, FL 34293 Pricing Coming Soon Pricing Coming Soon
941.208.6897 Builder: Mattamy Homes Builder: Neal Communities
GRAN PLACE Sales Center: Coming late 2021 Sales Center: Coming Soon
Single-Family Homes RENAISSANCE 941.269.2293
Pricing Coming Soon Paired Villas from the upper $200s and
Builder: Sam Rodgers Single-Family Homes from the mid $300s
Sales Center: 18065 Home Run Dr. Builder: Mattamy Homes
Venice, FL 34293 Sales Center: 11720 Renaissance Blvd.
941621.9307 Venice, FL 34293
941.208.6375
At Wellen Park, you can live your best day ever, every day — starting with the perfect home base.
Discover the neighborhood perfectly attuned to your preference of home style and lifestyle.
NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES N o g & )
> g 8 a S N & - ~ N & t'\'
zS P 3 < 5 X = L0
NEIGHBORHOOD  BUILDER voareess & S S & S L F F S5 5L E S F LSS E S ELEE S ST
Avelina Neal Communities $$%$ e o o [}
Boca Royale Neal Communities $$$ e o o o e 6 6 o & o o o o o o o o o ®
Gran Paradiso Lennar $$ e o e o e 6 o o o o L] e o [ ]
Gran Place Sam Rodgers $$% e o o o °
Grand Palm Neal Communities $$% e o o o o e o o o o o e o e o o o o
IslandWalk DiVosta Homes $$ e o o o e o 6 o o o o e o e o o °
Oasis M/I Homes $ ° ° e o °
Renaissance Mattamy Homes $3% e o o o e o o e o o e o e o o ®
Sarasota National WCI, a Lennar Company $$$$ [ ] [ ) [ ] [ ] e e o o e 6 o o e 6 o o [ ) [ )
Solstice Toll Brothers TBD e o ° ° [ ]
Sunstone Mattamy Homes TBD e 6 o o e o o e o o o o e o o [}
Tortuga Lennar $ e o o Y
Wellen Park Golf
+ Country Club Lennar TBD [} [} e o o ® 6 6 o o o o o o e 6 o o o [ ]
Wysteria Neal Communities $$$ e o o o ° [} ° °
Apri 2021 | © 2021 Wellen Park HOADUES:  $=$200-$300/month $$ =$300 - $400 / month $$$ = $400 - $500 / month $$$$ => $500 / month a&

Product, pricing, amenities subject to change without notice.
*Refer to HOA documents for details
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From veterinarian
Andrea Daniels of West
Villages Animal Clinic

www.westvillagesvet.com

Our pets are always there for us. National Pet Week May 2-8
celebrates this bond and encourages pet owners to be certain
to provide their best friends with everything needed for a happy, healthy life.

Everyone loves their pets, but
not everyone is aware of all that
their pet needs to be happy and
healthy long into its senior years.
The following tips are vital to
provide a lifetime of love.

Commiit for life. Select the pet that’s
right for your lifestyle. Even if you've
already welcomed a pet into your
home, your veterinarian can help you
better understand your amimal’s social

Socialize now. New doesn’t have
to be scary. Help your pet get
comfortable in new situations

by exposing them to a variety of
interactions with other animals,

and health care needs. people, places and activities.

Travel with care.

Whether you are taking a short car

trip or flying in an airplane, when you
take your furry friend along there are
precautions you can take to make sure

it arrives safely. This ranges from proper
restraints during travel (appropriate leash,
harness, collar, carrier, seat belts) to travel
certificates. Plan ahead and know exactly
what’s needed when you travel with your
pet this summer.

Nutrition and exercise matter.
Nutrition is important to both weight
management and overall health.
Nearly 60% of dogs and cats in

the U.S. are overweight or obese.
Exercise regularly with your pet to
increase the human-animal bond and
to reduce weight. Plus, you'll feel
good about it, and you might even
drop a pound or two as well!

Be prepared for emergencies. Make
sure your pet is part of your family’s
emergency plans. Know what to do

in case of an emergency, how to
assemble emergency and first aid kits,
- { and how to properly identify your pet
"‘.:' so your family can be reunited in the

' gt event of a separation.
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BY CHARMAINE ENGELSMAN-ROBINS
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

If you're an honorably discharged veteran of
any branch of the military and feel your service
didn’t end when you were discharged, this is
your golden opportunity to help a good cause
by having a good time.

You can be part of the continuing effort of
veterans helping veterans in a lot of different
ways when you join your local AMVET post.

At North Port AMVET Post 312, Com-
mander William Pitts II is always eager to
involve new members. “You can come in and
pick up an application to fill out at home or
bring along your DD14 or separation papers
and initial membership fee to sign up while
you're here,” he says.

Membership is open to all honorably dis-
charged veterans of any branch of the service for
just $35 per year ($250 for a lifetime member-
ship). Here’s the mission you'll become part of:

“Our patriotisms do not just stop with sup-
porting our post but also with insuring we
help as many veterans and their families as we
can to adjust to civilian life and support them
as well as our own members through hard
times. Each membership dues, each person
who donates $$$, each meal purchased, each
beverage bought, each special event, each bus
trip and each volunteer’s time helps not only
your Post but numerous veterans throughout
our own Post first and then within our com-
munity.”

AMVETS Post also commits to helping
other charities in the community as well. There
is much to do and enjoy ultimately benefits
those in need; the fun, the camaraderie and the
civic duty that results from this is something
AMVETs consider their privilege.

www.WellenParkJournal.com

AROUND 7T

North Port AMVET Post 312 Welcomes new members

Honorably discharged veterans of any branch of the U.S. military are always welcome at North
Port AMVET Post 312, where lunch, dinner, live entertainment and more fun is always on tap.

After a long spell of interrupted activities
due to the pandemic, Commander Pitts is
enthusiastic about things getting back to
“some semblance of normalcy.” The post
at 7050 Chancellor Blvd. in North Port is
open and at full capacity, but temperatures
are taken upon entry, and social distancing
is reccommended — which is great news for
the veterans who reap the benefits of the
activities, as well as the members who love
taking advantage of everything Post 312 has
to offer them.

Food and drink play a large part in this. The
kitchen serves up meals in-house and take-out
meals by advance order for 80-100 members

on a regular basis. Nightly special offerings
vary but include T-bone steak and prime rib.
Friday is seafood night.

Dinner is served from 5
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondav Saturday; and
Sunday brunch from 8:30-11 a.m. and Sunday
hot dogs and burgers from 1-4 p.m.

Live entertainment is often on the schedule,
but members can always entertain themselves
by joining the dart league (rubber tip, of
course) or playing virtual golf or bowling.

AMVETS have a lot to offer everyone and
there’s always room for new members. For
more information about Post 312, go to www.
amvetspost312.org.

7 p.m. daily; lunch 5""”“" i
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RESPECTABLE PAVER, TRAVERTINE & CONCRETE SEALING

PAVER, TRAVERTINE
CONCRETE SEALING
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ROOF AND HOME
SOFT WASH

HOME WATCH
SERVICES

NANOTECHNOLOGY

ROOF WATER PROOFING




The Best 46 Years of Dental Care

Flamingos
BEST AWARD
FLOI{IWEEKLY V‘

Starting left to right: Robert G. Coseo, D.D.S., Neil Seaver, D.M.D., Joseph C. Bender, D.M.D., Timothy L. Palmer D.D.S.
Seated left to right: Ashley N. Reynolds, D.M.D., Melissa M. Duston, D.D.S.

Par.lther Houow Dental Lodge is where .Very We now have a CONE BEAM CT.
caring, considerate and competent dentistry occurs. used for situations when a regular
Withinour wilderness lodge, you will find dental x-ray is not sufficient,

state-of-the-art technology and diagnostic also helpful for placing implants.

equipment for everydental need. We now offer “TRIOS SYSTEM

: S for Dental Impressions.”
Cosmetics | Veneers | Teeth Whitening Much more Comff)’rtable for the

Crowns | Dental Implants | Dentures patient and provides an interactive
experience for crowns, bridges, etc.

Partial Dentures Treatment of Occlusal (bite)
Disorders/TM] Dysfunction

Dental Hygiene including Cleanings
and Periodontal Treatment

DENTAL L. O'DGE E

19240 Quesada Avenue, Port Charlotte, FL

941.743.7435
www.PantherHollowDental.com
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coming soon to Wellen Park’s P

BY CHARMAINE ENGELSMAN-ROBINS

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Pretty much every homebuyer is familiar
with the mantra “Location. Location. Location.”
Obviously, that’s an extremely important (and
unchangeable) piece of the real estate puzzle.
But once that’s settled, the new home itself has
to fit the individual family’s current and antici-
pated needs, and work well for them wherever
it is. Finding that winning combination can be
a tall order.

Chris Ryan, Tampa/Sarasota division presi-
dent for national luxury home builder Toll
Brothers, is extremely pleased with the suc-
cessful marriage of location and construction
that will be offered by the builder’s 270-home,
gated Solstice neighborhood coming to master
planned Wellen Park’s Playmore District.

Mr. Ryan notes that, even following the trials
of living with a global pandemic, families are
going to experience normal changes in their
needs, so their home needs to function well for
them now and in the future as their lives evolve.
Whether working or retired, empty-nesters or
extended (maybe multi-generational) family,
the one thing that’s pretty much guaranteed is
change. How well you adapt to it can be largely
influenced by how adaptable your home is to
those changing needs.

A home that can accom-
modate your needs now and
as years go by is a huge plus.
Add a location that encour-
ages a healthy lifestyle, is in a district of great
schools that also offers shopping, recreation,
exercise opportunities and dining all in close

www.WellenParkJournal.com | WELLEN PARK JOURNAL
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Toll Brothers’ Solstice neichborhood

COURTESY IMAGES
Above: A typical great room in a home in the
new Solstice neighborhood. Right: Front eleva-
tion of a model available in Solstice.

proximity, and you might never need (or want)
to move again.

“We really will have something for every-
body,” Mr. Ryan says about Solstice, where
designs are offered as attached villas and as

one- and two-story, single-

% I I Brother's family homes with expansive,

AMERICA'S LUXURY HOME BUILDER®

flexible floor-plans. “No two
families use their home in
exactly the same way, so the ability to personal-
ize your plan and décor is vital,” he adds.

Toll Brothers anticipated and meets those

T

needs in Solstice homes with adjustable space
from 2,285 square feet, plus all the specific
choices available through the Toll Brothers
Design Studio to make your home uniquely
yours. Add to this the builder’s long (founded in

aymore District

\ \

1967), successful history of excellent customer
and you can have great faith in the four pillars
of the company’s foundation:

B An uncompromising commitment to its
reputation of providing a great customer expe-
rience, every time.

B A commitment to building exceptional
homes only in exceptional locations.

B Distinctive architecture that keeps Toll
Brothers luxury homes on the cutting edge of
design.

B A dedication to providing unique choices
and personalizations to make every Toll Broth-
ers home the owner’s personal and unique
dream home.

Construction of the Solstice neighborhood is
scheduled to begin this spring; the first models
should be open late in the year.

“Everybody is on a different timeline,” Mr.
Ryan says, “so we do our best to make avail-
able whatever stage of construction best fits
the customer.” This means offering buyers the
option of a home where construction has begun
but there are still plenty of opportunities for
personalization, a “quick move-in” home that’s
ready to go and, of course, the personal vision
realization that starts with selecting a lot and
deciding every detail from square one.

As a national company with divisions in 24
states, including five here in Florida, Toll Broth-
ers is known for its hallmarks of quality, craft-
manship and value. They are excited to bring
this reputation to their Solstice neighborhood
in Wellen Park.

For more information and/or to get on the
list for email or text updates, go to www.toll-
brothers.com.

Professional
Service!

Best Place to
Make Life a Flami
Little Less Taxing

Your Local CPA & Enrolled Agent
Partners for Over 35 Years

¢ \We prepare Individual, Estate, Trust, Small Business, Corporations, LLC, Non-Profits,
Partnerships, Domestic and Foreign Corporations, along with all State returns.

e We have a full book-keeping and payroll department to handle all of your accounting,
payroll, sales tax and quarterly reports.

e We will assist you in setting up your new business and determining which is the best
entity for your operations.

e Most of our EA’s are a Fellow of the National Tax Practice Institute (NTPI) to assist with
representing our clients before the Internal Revenue Service with collections of past taxes or
with unfiled tax returns. We also have experience in being called as an expert witness in court
cases from dealing with divorce or business matters.

“Being a busy non-profit, we continue to do our very best for all the needy
in our local community. With that said, over the past year it has truly been
a pleasure working with a local community accounting and tax firm. Even
during tax season, Campbell’s Enrolled Agents always finds time to address
our needs quickly and professionally!”

~ Meals on Wheels of Charlotte County

CAMPBELL'S ENROLLED AGENTS & GOMPANY, INC.
405 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL e Info@CampbellsEA.com e www.CampbelisEnrolledAgents.com
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Summerwood

Summerwood is a versdatile floor plan that offers 2-5 bedrooms, well-suited for families and
empty nesters alike. The beautiful one-story home design (with optional upstairs oft) features
an open kitchen with center island that overlooks a bright gathering room, perfect for
entertaining and everyday living. The 2-car garage includes an expanded area ideal for a
golf cart or extra storage.

Sales center:
13639 Salinas Sti., Venice
941-220-0548

OPT. DROPPED TRAY

OWNER'S

SUITE
131" x 156"

OPT. OUTDOOR:
KITCHEN PREP
C10V4 LANAI \

CAFE 311" x 11-11"

11-0" x 11'-11"

OPT. SLIDING DOOR

STANDARD COFFEI
WITH RAISED CEILING
OPTION

GOLF CART
13-3"x 96" FLEX

11'-6" x 10-11"

2-CAR GARAGE
188" x 207"

BEDROOM 2
125" x 118"

[ CTTOARAGEEEXTRNSON
Specifications
@ Base price: From the low $400s ‘5 2 to 3 Bathrooms
0 SF: 1,861 to 3,070 {nI Home Type: Single Family

551 2 to 5 Bedrooms

RENAISSANCE —

MATTAMY HOMES

BEDROOM
Fearie

Dominica |l

The Dominica Il'is a spacious 2,381 square feet, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage single-family home
with a connected versatile retreat area and flex room that are perfect for guests, a kid's playroom or a
home office. A designer kitchen with a large island is perfect for any home chef or meals on-the-go,
and seamlessly flows to the dining area and spacious Great Room. The private owner's suite features
a generous walk-in closet and owner's bath. This home also includes a covered lanai — perfect for

enjoying the sunny Florida weather.

Sales center:
11720 Renaissance Blvd., Venice
941-208-6375

BECROOM 3
181

=

Specifications
& Base price: $376,990 T 2 Bathrooms
E SF: 2,381 {nI Home Type: Single Family

{551 3 Bedrooms

* Prices are subject to change without notice.
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Holiday L .. ""'J' “ &)

The Holiday is a stately and sophisticated one-story home, with distinct elevation options.. The home's FIRST FLOOR

standard layout comes with 3 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms, a den, planning center, a 3-car garage, and a A
large covered lanai with an open floorplan.

; -
Specifications
13 Base price: From $475,990 CE 3-4 Bathrooms
Sales center: —
1 SF: 2,598 - 3,203 {aI Home Type: Single Family

19806 Bridgetown Loop, Venice
941-208-6897

551 3-4 Bedrooms

(GRAN PARADISO — ] ENNAR

LANAI
16'-0" X 6'-0"

MASTER
BEDROOM
150" X 15'-0"

FAMILY
ROOM
15-0" X 18'-0"

STORAGE

BREAKFAST
NOOK

BEDROOM 2
11-0" X 12'-0"

1 CAR
GARAGE
12'-0" X 20'-0"

BEDROOM 3
11'-0" X 12'-0"

Berkly

The Berkly floor plan features 1,879 square feet of living space ideally aranged in two stories. The upstairs
is where the three bedrooms reside with a convenient split plan with owner's bath and guest bath. The

downstairs features an expansive family room and dinetfte off of the kitchen for multitudes of relaxation
options. A downstairs half bath keeps guests fromn having to go upstairs and is the perfect primping spot FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR
before heading out. A large lanai is ideal for spending a lazy day reading or kicking back with a nice cool

drink after a long day. The one-car garage keeps your auto safe from the elements rain or shine.

Specifications
Sales center: (& Base price: $239,999 T 2.5 Bathrooms
20061 Galleria Blvd., Venice & sF1.879 {2} Home Type: Townhome

941-214-9684 (531 3 Bedrooms

* Prices are subject to change without notice.
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Sea Mist em

The spacious Sea Mist plan is designed by Neal Communities for optimal comfort and livability. The 3-Car Gamge
common living area of great room, kitchen and dining nook is open and airy. The kitchen includes a
large center island and can optionally be built as a gallery kitchen. Sliders from the great room take you

to an expansive wrap-around lanai with options for an outdoor kitchen wall and pool bath. The home’s

master suite holds a bedroom with optional coffered ceiling, two walk-in closets and a dual sink master -I- -
bath with walk-in shower and private water closet. The remaining two bedrooms share a bath that has "
the option of Jack and Jill entry. A den, an especially large laundry room and a three-car garage.
This home comes with the option of adding a second floor with bonus room with either a full bath or a . .

. Specifications
second master suite.

15 Base price: From the mid $400s f 2.5 Bathrooms

Sales center: far SF: 2,427 {A} Home Type: Single Family
21209 Wacissa Dr, Venice &5 3 Bediooms

941-214-9190

Boca RoyAlLE — NEAL COMMUNITIES

Bright Meadow on

This lovely three-bedroom plan in Boca Royale comes with a variety of personalizing options. Off the
foyer, the spacious family room is open to the kitchen, which features an island, a walk-in pantry, and
breakfast nook. Sliders lead from the family room to a sunny covered lanai. A den features attractive
French doors. The master suite with optional coffered ceiling in the bedroom holds two walk-in closets .—J i
and bath with dual sinks, walk-in shower and water closet. Both additional bedrooms include walk-in

closets. You have the option of fransforming one of the bedrooms into a guest suite with private bath.

Specifications
Sales center: ‘_fE: Base price: From the low $400s ﬁ 2 Bathrooms | |
1 GOlf View DI’, Englewood _@_ SF: 2,288 -[,':D- Home Type: Single Family

{5513 Bedrooms

941-214-9760

* Prices are subject to change without notice.
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TORTUGA — LENNAR

CRNER'S
SUITE
1407 X 1570

GREAT ROOM i" I

2407 X 100

o3 T e
BATH

_@o
KITCHEN

BEIDRCCMN 3
0 X ot

DEN

Marsala

The 2,201 square foot Marsala home is designed to entertain, featuring an open-concept kifchen
and great room. A sumptuous Owner's suite creates a personal refreat set apart af the back of the

2CAR GARAGE

home with two walk-in closets and fabulous master bath. Two additional bedrooms each have their BEDROOM 2 e
own private bathroom. The den is a great home office or hobby room. The Marsala is complete with a 124 X A0T
spacious covered lanai and two-car garage.
Specifications
133 Base price: $343,999 T 3 Bathrooms
Sales center: @ SF: 2,201 o H T Single Famil
. . t 2, ome Type: Single Family
20061 Galleria Boulevard, Venice —

941-214-9684 {55 3 Bedrooms + Den

SARASOTA NATIONAL — WCI, A LENNAR COMPANY

DINING
LANAL ROOM
12'-0" X 12-0"
FAMILY
ROOM
20'-0" X 17-0"
[T —
PANTRY]
MASTER
DEN
! FOYER O
ENTRY
: :::1
D MASTER
BATH
BATH
% ‘ @ \/ WIC
Roma BEDROOM 2
12'-0" X 12'-0"
The living is easy with a perfect 1,917 square feet of under-air living space, featuring 3 spacious 2 CAR GARAGE
bedrooms, 2 full baths, a large 2-car garage and airy and open living room with sliders leading to 20-0"X 20-0"
screened-in lanai.
LOGGIA
Specifications
Base price: $338,999 7 2 Bathrooms
Sales center: @ price: $ T
23114 Copperleaf Drive, Venice & sF1.917 {~} Home Type: Single Family

941-246-0076 {5512 Bedrooms & Den

* Prices are subject to change without noftice.
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WELL-VERSED

A bowl created by potter Keith Charron.

COURTESY PHOTO

Wellen Park Welcome Center

welcomes latest works
by potter Keith Charron

The Wellen Park Welcome Center proudly
showcases works by some of our area’s most
talented artists, one or two artists at a time,
with just a few of their pieces on display.
Painter Laura Pommier was recently present-
ed in this publication as the featured artist,
and some of her work is currently on exhibit
at the center; now you can also see works by
the gifted potter Keith Charron.

When Mr. Charron got out of the Army in
1967, he went to work in his parents’ ceramics
studio in Massachusetts, returning “on and
off” for a few years, frequently pitching in
when they needed help with the business. His
love and appreciation of pottery soon grew
into a desire to create his own pieces, to con-
tinue learning about the field, and eventually
to share his knowledge with others.

He moved to Punta Gorda in 2005 and of
course brought along his love of art and the
desire to continue to create it. After taking
some classes to further expand his knowledge
of the medium, he became an instructor.

“Teaching has actually turned out to be the
best part of my art,” he says. “I just love to see
the look on a student’s face when they truly
get what they’ve been learning.”

Even with some necessary limitations
because of the pandemic, he continues to
hold classes in much the same way he always
has: He purposely presents his “On the Wheel
Again” sessions to very small classes — some-
times just one or two students (adults only)
and never more than four or five — per six-
week session.

“I don’t want to have larger classes where a
lot of the students’ time is spent waiting for a
chance to ask a question,” he explains.

Held at the North Port Area Art Center
from 9 a.m. to noon on Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday, the classes are as malleable as
the clay that’s worked with: There is no “one
schedule fits all” beginning or end to the cur-
riculum, so everyone doesn’t have to start on
the same day; you can jump in any time and
your complete six weeks will begin with les-
son one at that session, no matter where other

students are in the process.

“Work with clay is done in many phases,”
Mr. Charron says. “Some of the process is
spent waiting ... for various stages of the
piece to pass.”

He estimates that each student will have
a finished piece in four weeks. So why be in
class for six? “The second week, you'll start
your second piece; that way you always have
something in the pipeline be working on,”
he says.

Classes are held year-round. All are wel-
come and must agree to follow CDC guide-
lines of wearing masks and maintaining a
safe, courteous distance from other students.

To find out more about Mr. Charron’s
work, start by seeing some of it on display at
the Wellen Park Welcome Center (including
his personal favorite piece, an 18-inch-square
platter). Then give him a call at 508-864-5161
and he’ll be delighted to talk with you about
it.

To enroll in his “On the Wheel Again” class-
es or to get scheduling information, call the
North Port Area Art Center at 941-423-6460.

The Wellen Park Welcome Center, where
works by featured artists are on exhibit and
for sale, is at 12275 Mercado Drive in Venice.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday-Sat-
urday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.

"Teaching has actually furned out fo e the best part
of my art. | just love to see the look on a student's face
when they truly get what they've been leaming.”

— Keith Charron

Custom Designs | Full Service Repair | Appraisals
GIA Trained Staff

LETS GET SOCIAL!

{ % @rigjewelry
& | @Reflectionsingold941

@ @REFLECTIONS_IN_GOLD

=502476
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NEW

CRAFT BEER & TEQUILA BAR

Amazing STREET and ETHNIC TACOS from
Executive Chef Mike Leopold of Off The Wagon.
Featuring CRAFT BEER from 3 Bridges Brewing and Full Bar!
941-681-2348 - 12221 Mercado Drive ° Venice, FL

e o /Irmaslacos

The best quality fresh food, craft beer and hand-crafted cocktails made in a friendly
environment for every guest, every day. At OTW, we are constantly looking at
new ways to enhance your experience, either by creating new exciting dishes,
booking the best entertainment or crafting the best local brews. Visit us today
and experience it for yourself!

BREWERY | KITCHEN 941-497-2048 - 2107 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL - VENICE - www.OTWBAR.com ﬂ
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MONDAY & TUESDAY
WINE/BEER

Peiving Dinners
$40 +TAX+GRATUITY

4 COURSE SET MENU PREPARED BY
EXECUTIVE CHEF MIKE AND CHEF CAIT
EACH COURSE SERVED WITH YOUR CHOICE OF WINE OR BEER

BUY J SEATS GET ONE FREE!

WEDNESDAY

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAY
FEATURING STEVE URBACH

LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO 5-8PM WITH ISLANDWALK RESIDENT STEVE URBACH.
HAPPY HOUR 2PM TILL CLOSE

THURSDAY

SMARTPHONE TRIVIA

WEEKLY TRIVIA 6:30-8PM
WITH THE CHANCE TO WIN CASH IN THE WEEKLY BONUS GAME.

FRIDAY

H#SUNSETONTHEPATIO

FEATURING RICK ARRIGHI
LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO 5-8PM FEATURING ISLANDWALK RESIDENT RICK ARRIGHI

HAPPY HOUR 2-6PM

SATURDAY

SOCIAL SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO 5-8PM
HAPPY HOUR 2-6PM

SUNDAY
BRUNCH ON THE PATIO

$5 SELECT LIMITED WINES
$6 PROSECCO WITH/WITHOUT JUICE

Happy Hour Deity

WINE - $5 PINOT GRIGIO AND CABERNET
BEER - $3.75 STATION LIGHT LAGER
FOOD - $1 OFF SPECIAL BOARD, SRQ NATIONAL,
BYO BREAKFAST SANDWICH AND AVOCADO TOAST

941-460-8874
@ 2275 MERGADO DRIVE, STE. 2 | VENICE, FL
o /BarrelBean Sp:
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Rumor Mill Roundup

Hello, Neighbors — It’s time again for the
Rumor Mill Roundup addressing some topics
we’ve heard around the watercooler and some
questions we’ve been asked about most often
in the Wellen Park Welcome Center. Below
are brief summaries of the “real story” for our
most recent topics of interest. This is just a very
friendly reminder that even though you might
have read it on social media or heard it over
drinks, it might not be totally true.

M The trail around the 80-acre lake
in Downtown Wellen is all asphait.

The trial is part concrete and part crushed
shell. The concrete portion will be adjacent to
Downtown Wellen’s retail, dining and enter-
tainment areas. As you meander toward the
large preserve areas and fishing pier, the trail
will be lined with crushed shell, which allows
rainwater to seep into the soil below, reduc-
ing worries of water accumulation or runoff.
Additionally, shell pathways help complete
the look of a natural Florida-style landscape.

H Cell towers are not permitted in
Wellen Park.

Satistying resident demand for greater con-
nectivity to friends and family is extremely
important to the developer, who is actively
in discussions with several providers for new
cell phone towers within Wellen Park. Rest
assured, the placement and aesthetic nature
of the towers is a key part of the overall dis-
cussion.

B Sarasota County School District
is planning to break ground on its
new school campus in Wellen Park in
2022.

According to the Sarasota County School
District, construction start for a new kin-
dergarten-through-eighth-grade school and
an adjacent high school is undetermined. In
February, the board reviewed a proposed five-
year capital improvement plan that includes
a new high school, expected to open for the

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

2027-28 school year. The five-year plan is
updated annually, so the district’s planners
can push the construction start date back
if the population increase falls short of pro-
jections.

CELEBRATING YOUR
WELLEN PARK MOMENTS

We can’t thank you enough for sharing your favorite Wellen Park
moments with us during our recent photo contest!

00

GRAND PRIZE WINNER

WELLEN
PARK

WEEK 1 WINNER WEEK 3 WINNER
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B Grand Palm, Sarasota Nation-
al and Boca Royale are not part of
Wellen Park.

Sarasota National, Grand Palm and Boca
Royal are not part of the West Villages
Improvement District, but they are part of
the Wellen Park Marketing Association. Each
respective builder of these neighborhoods
desired to be affiliated with Wellen Park

%
«

through marketing and advertising for new
homes sales within the brand. The market-
ing association is separate and distinct from
WVID.

If you have a rumor that you want clari-
fied, please don’t hesitate to contact info@
wellenpark.com

Be Well!

COURTESY PHOTO
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;Sd You Do_

Our Services Include

WEEKLY SERVICES

- Brush tile & walls

- Skim top of pool & vacuum

- Monthly filter cleaning

- Test water & adjust chemicals

- Repairs & new equipment installs

- Pressure washing & painting

- Pressure washing for the entire home

West Villages Pool Sa & Home Services ‘:gf_,t“f%}

- Painting

- Paver sanding & re-sealing
- Screen & pool cage repair
- Cage frame & door repair
- Complete or single panel re-screening
- Tension cable adjustments

- Screw change-outs

Pool, $pa & Home Sersices

Moon Travel
is here for you

rom point of inspiration
until safely home again.

Contact us for a vacation
experience customized for
your unique preferences
and travel style.

Resorts -~ Custom Travel Itineraries
Escorted Tours ~ Cruise Vacations
Luxury Travel ~ Exclusive Experiences

|EXPERT
[ sauter I[illll g

> DANCING
41‘. MOON Tﬁﬂm

(941) 229-0904 | Mobile (404) 735-5774

Pat Hand, MCC, CGETS
FL ST #42577

www.DancingMoonTravel.com | Pat@DancingMoonTravel.com

We're a licensed and insured
employee-owned business-
you'll always deal with an owner.

Why hire three different companies for maintaining
your pool and home, when you can just hire one?
We do pressure washing and sealing, pool maintenance
and repair, and screen and cage repair.

% Your pool is our #1 priority and we do it ALL.

We proudly serve the
WELLEN PARK COMMUNITIES.

www.westvillagepool.com
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BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Paul Jiantonio started running because he
was bored. He started the South County Run-
ners for a similar reason. He wanted to help
runners find new venues and new friends.

“Most people would rather run with a
group than by themselves,” Mr. Jiantonio says.
“It’s good for socialization.”

The South County Runners started about
five years ago. Mr. Jiantonio is an original
member but took over the group when it
got too large for the founder to manage. He
established a private Facebook group for
South County Runners that has almost 100
members. They communicate about when
and where to run, and share information
about upcoming races and other events.

Members currently run 5K starting at 6:15
p.m. every Tuesday, setting out from Brew-
Burgers in Venice, and at the same time every
Thursday, leaving from CoolToday Park.
They occasionally go out for longer distances
on Saturdays. Walkers are welcome.

In Wellen Park, the group does not enter
gated sections. They leave the stadium head-
ing toward State College of Florida. They
turn left on Playmore Road and then right on
Preto Boulevard, going about halfway down
and then head back to the stadium. The route
is very safe and most nights the sunsets are
amazing.

Mr. Jiantonio says it’s a scenic route that
has good lighting. During darker winter
months, though, he does encourage runners
to bring lights.

Like many runners, Mr. Jiantonio finds the
sport relaxing. “You can pretty much clear
your mind,” he says.

www.WellenParkJournal.com | WELLEN PARK JOURNAL
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Tiffany Fernandez makes her way way around Wellen Park.

He likes finding someone else who runs at
the same pace, which is a benefit of the group.
He says attendance on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings varies depending on people’s sched-
ules, because many of the members work.
Members range in age from their 20s to 60s,
and the mix of men and women is 50-50.
They have varying degrees of athleticism,
from walkers to people who compete in Iron-
man events.

Regardless of why they join the group, Mr.

Jiantonio says, “I want people to show up and
have a good time.”

runner for 11 years, agrees with that senti-
ment. Although he runs to stay healthy, he
admits with a laugh that,
running. You can’t like every aspect of every-
thing you do. Running is almost a necessity of
staying healthy and staying fit. So I run.”

more than 130 obstacle courses races, includ-

ing the world championships.

He brought that same spirit as the orga-
nizer of the recent St. Paddy’s Day 8K held in
Wellen Park that benefited the Venice YMCA.
About 165 runners followed the route that
Mr. Jones mapped out along Villages Parkway,
Playmore Road and Preto Boulevard.

“It was very scenic,” he says. “One of the
nice things was you didn’t have to pass any
major streets.”

He says he also likes Wellen Park’s wide

Kevin Jones, a member of the group and

“I absolutely hate

To help make it fun, he has participated in

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY
WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

NEXT PUBLICATION DATE: JULY 21, 2021

WELLEN

— we JOURNAL

Wellen Park
Welcome Center

SPACE RESERVATIONS: Wednesday, July 7th ® 12pm
ADS REQUIRING PROOF: Wednesday, July 7th ® 12pm
CAMERA-READY ADS: Tuesday, July 13th e 2pm

Contact your account executive today to learn more
about advertising in the Wellen Park Journal.

941.621.3422

WELLEN

Visit us online at www.WellenParkJournal.com
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Seeing is believing.
Get 2 security cameras installed FREE'.

ADT's 24/7 monitoring plus top of the line security cameras help ensure your loved ones
are safe — whether you're out and about or in the next room.

2 cameras
installed

FREE

*Requires a 36-month monitoring contract. Minimum purchase of $599 and upgrade required.
Early term. and installation fees apply. For full terms and pricing see reverse.

$200 value

FREE

$200 value

Cadll today to speak with a home security expert

1 = 855 '972'331 5 o Offer expires: 7/15/2021

*ADT Video Doorbell AND Outdoor Camera Professionally Installed Free: Requires 36-month monitoring contract starting at $56.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring
contract in California, total fees from $1,367.76), and enrollment in ADT EasyPay. Offer includes installation of one (1) video doorbell camera AND one (1) outdoor camera with
minimum purchase price of $599 after promo is applied depending on geographic location. Applicable taxes extra. Upon early termination by Customer, ADT may charge 75% of
the monthly service charges due for the balance of the mmal contract tevm Quality Service Plan (QSP) is ADT's Extended Limited Warranty. Service and installation charges vary
ding on system config i and services selected. Expires 7/15/2021.
Interactive Services: ADT Command Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Command") helps you manage your home environment and family lifestyle. Requires purchase of an ADT
alarm system with 36-month monitoring contract ranging from $45.99-$59.99/mo. with QSP (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees ranging $1,103.76-$1,439.76),
enro\lment in ADT EasyPay, and a compatlb\e device with Internet and email access. These interactive services do not cover the opemtlon or maintenance of any household
ystems that are d to the ADT Command equipment. All ADT Command services are not available with all interactive service levels. All ADT Command services
may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the interactive service features you desire.
General: Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. System remains property of ADT. Local permit fees may
be required. Prices and offers subject to change and may vary by market. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Satisfactory credit required. A security deposit may be required.
Simulated screen images and photos are for illustrative purposes only.
©2021 ADT LLC dba ADT Security Services. All rights reserved. ADT, the ADT logo, 800.ADT.ASAP and the product/service names listed in this document are marks and/or registered
marks. Unauthorized use is strictly prohibited. Third-party marks are the property of their respective owners. License information available at www.ADT.com/legal or by calling
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UPWELL

360 Panoramic View
of your closet design!

Our innovative closet systems provide adjustable,
durable, affordable and space saving storage solutions.
Spend less time searching and more time at the beach!

Kevin Jones, Kathleen Strayer, Carl Poleschner, Cameron Rayburn, Steve Holmes, Tracy Hussey
and Rich Meyerholz

bicycle and pedestrian paths. “They are not
narrow sidewalks. There is plenty of room
for runners.”

Mr. Jones joins the South County Runners
on Thursday nights for the camaraderie. “It’s
difficult to just run the necessary miles by
yourself. It makes it bearable when I can go
with someone.”

He looks forward to planning more running
events and to participating in the Publix Half
Marathon & 5K on Oct. 23 in Wellen Park.

“There’s so much opportunity (for events)

Spring Special

* 15% off white melamine system*
* Garment rack to hang your clothes
on during installation

in this area, with the greenway and parks,” he | N, e e o . . | —
says, adding he looks forward to exploring more  py1 Jiantonio EREE S while &8 lies last S U N S ET
Wellen Park streets and the lake trails as they “R for the locati 4 th ‘Expires June 30, 2021
developed. unners come for the location and the
are ceveobe community of people,” he says. “We all like CLOSETS

Wellen Park currently has nine trails that
range from .67 miles along the West Villages

Parkway Lake Loop to 6.3 miles along the 10 lear more, follow South Gounty Run- 941-221-9773 - Sunsetclosets.com * ki@sunsetclosets.com

West Villages Loop. ek .
est Vilages Loop Showroom is available hy appointment

running somewhere different.”
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I\:IOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS IN FOUR LOCATIONS!

18669 Tamiami Trail, Suite A
North Port, FL 34287

.r____-_
I

3105 Bobcat Village Ctr. Rd . ;
North Port, FL 34288 CARY DUNN, MD NORA KACHATUROFE, MD TAMZIN ROSENWASSER, MD

BOARD CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGIST BOARD CERTIFIED BOARD CERTIFIED
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED DERMATOLOGIST DERMATOLOGIST
MOHS SURGEON

4315 S Tamiami Trail
Venice, FL 34293

ELIZABETH REISINGER, DO 51SSY CERAVOLO, PA-C JAMIE RAISOR, ARNP-BC

BOARD CERTIFIED CERTIFIED BOARD CERTIFIED
DERMATOLOGIST PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT NMURSE PRACTITIOMER

941.926.6553  www.luminarydermatology.com




Landscape Design  Installation

New Construction Sod - Mulch
Renovations Shrubs

Flower Gardens Palm and Citrus Trees
Yard Art and Pottery ~ Locally Grown
Retail & Wholesale

Garden Decor ° Pottery Gifts * Garden Center

Visit our website at

beltrannurseryandlandscape.com

BELTRANS

FULL LANDSCAPING * DELIVERY &INSTALLATION + SOD
PALM TREES - MULCH : ROCK = SHRUBS - CLEAN UP
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BEST AWARD
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5495 Pine Island Rd., Bokeelia

239.645.1656
4320 Taylor Rd., Punta Gorda
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WANDER WITH WELLEN

Take an adventurous day
trip to an alternative reality

BY PATRICIA HORWELL

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Less than an hour and a half from Wellen
Park lies one of west coast Florida’s cultural
jewels: The Dali Museum in St. Petersburg.
Dedicated to the Surrealist works of Salvador
Dali, the museum opened in 1982. The debut
of the new building in January 2011 has con-

. tributed to Tampa Bay’s cultural renaissance
. — an explosion of artistic institutions and

outlets.

“Our collection is grounded in the art,
archives and biographical complexity of a
single creative individual, honoring one per-

son’s vision, talent and life — Salvador Dali,”
says marketing director Beth Bell.

The building itself is a work of art as well.
Its geodesic glass bubble, nicknamed “The
Enigma” and comprised of 1,062 triangular
glass panels, is a fitting tribute to Dal{’s legacy
of innovation and transformation.

In addition to a comprehensive collection
of works from the artist’s childhood through
the end of his career (he was born in Figueras,
Spain, in 1904 and died there in 1989), the
museum regularly features special exhibits
of other well-known and some not-so-well-
known artists. Through May 2, for example,
visitors can see the 2021 Student Surrealist Art
Exhibit. Initiated in 1992, this annual show

THE DALI MUSEUM / COURTESY PHOTO
On the waterfront of Tampa Bay, The Dali’s garden creates a unique environment of learning and
tranquility.

PLANTATION GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

SUMMER TRIAL

MEMBERSHIP

LIMITED AVAILABILITY!

36 HOLES OF CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF

12 HAR-TRU TENNIS COURTS

EXTENSIVE SOCIAL & DINING CALENDAR

SUMMER GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

DSOS 4 TAX

—
]

Golf & Country Club

Venice, Florida

SUMMER
TENNIS, FITNESS
& POOL
MEMBERSHIP
$395 + TAX

SUMMER DINING
MEMBERSHIP
$150 + TAX

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
JESSICA MADSEN
JMADSEN@PLANTATIONGCC.COM
941-493-0501
WWW.PLANTATIONGCC.COM
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“Visual Magic: Dali’s Masterworks in AR”
allows viewers to study eight pieces in the
museun’s permanent collection using aug-
mented reality technology to gain a deeper
understanding of the meaning behind their

complex imagery.

presents work by middle and high school
students who are invited to explore ideas and
visions like those explored by Dali and other
Surrealists.

The traveling “Van Gogh Alive” exhibit’s
stop at The Dali has been extended through
June 13. Visitors experience Vincent van
Gogh’s works in an immersive art installation
that opens a new window into the celebrated
painter’s artistic genius and delivers the sensa-
tion of walking right into his paintings.

“Visitors love the musical score and the
immersive visual format and are often struck
with emotion upon exiting,” Ms. Bell says
about “Van Gogh Alive.” Many have described
the experience as “magical,” she says, adding,
“We have been overwhelmed by the enthusi-
astic response.”

PAINFUL

Since it opened in November 2019, “Visual
Magic: Dali’s Masterworks in AR” has allowed
visitors to view eight pieces in the museum’s
permanent collection using augmented reality
technology to gain a deeper understanding of
the meaning behind their complex imagery.

Coined by museum founder A. Reynolds
Morse, the term “masterworks” refers to paint-
ings exceeding 5 feet in height or width and
painted over a period of a year or longer — in
other words, they are both monumental in
scale and critical Dali paintings. To see these
works through the lens of AR, a free app is
available for iOS and android. Then view
them in the museum’s James Family Wing (or
reproductions of the works from anywhere on
a personal device).

Coming up next, “At Home with Dali,” an
exhibit showcasing a diverse group of Dali
portraits by five photographers, opens July 1
and will be featured indefinitely. Dating from
the 1950s and early 1960s, the images provide
an intimate view of Dali in his home environ-
ment in the Catalonia region of Spain.

The museum is taking appropriate pandem-
ic precautions, operating at reduced capacity

RICOSE VEINS?

Swelling & Discoloration?

Varicose veins and
heavy, painful legs
can be treated in
the office with the
VNUS Closure
procedure.

* Venous Ulcerations

~ * Varicose Veins * Leg Swelling and

* Leg Aching, Skin Discoloration
Heaviness, Fatigue * Blood Clots of the Leg

* Spider Veins

The¢
Hamingos

4 FLorBRWEEKLY -
- 2018-2020

VOTED o, 1
. . . .. VOTED 'AMERICA’S
via advance timed tickets. Staff and visitors 0EROCTORIM F TOP SURGEONS
VASCULAR SURGERY CASTLE CONNELLY’S
must wear masks and have a thermal tem- BSouTweT TOP DOCTORS gglli'zzgllg
1 141 -Gulfshore Lif 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, ( y
perature check upon entering the building. %é:%%ée:?ig?ﬁgg"éi"ge 2017, 2018, 2019, 2019, 2020
201, 2018 205, 2708702 & 2021”

Physical distancing reminders, plexi-screens
and hand-sanitizer stations are placed in key
locations. All payments at parking, store and
café must be via credit card only.

THE DALI MUSEUM

>> Where: One Dali Blvd.
St. Petersburg

ADVANCED VEIN

CENTER
of Charlotte County

Schedule an Evaluation,
Call: 941-627-6700

Laura A. Gruneiro, MD
>> Hours: 10 a.m. o 6 p.m. Sunday- Board-Certified in Vascular ?@urgcry
Wednesday, 10 a.m. fo 9 p.m.

Thursday-Saturday

>> Contact: 727-823-3767
info@thedali.org

Practice Devoted Entirely to the Diagnosis
and Treatment of Venous Disease

Qver 20 Years Experience
Friendly, Caring Environment

18316 Murdock Circle Suite 107, Port Charlotte, FLL 33948
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BY CAR

Right Off Placida Rd.
260 Maryland Ave

www.TheLighthouseGrill.net | 941.828.1368

OPEN-
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HOURS:
1lam-9pm Sun-Thursday
1lam-10pm Friday-Saturday
LIVE MUSIC 7-days a Week
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED!

BY BOAT
Mile Marker 17A
Englewood, FL

Follow Us
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Burgers
Chicken
Salads
Homemade Soups
'y Dessert
, o lcy_ Cold Beer
: Wine
® And More!

r

2 Venice Locations:
Jacaranda at |-75 and On The [sland in publix plaza
941-484-2337 « BrewBurgers.com

WE MAKE REAL ESTATE HAPPEN!

Whether you're getting ready to buy

'_ or sell, or just looking for some answers,
my expertise and ability to ascertain
the wants and needs of my clients will
ensure you get the best experience
possible. It's what | love to do.

As part of the

Exit King Realty Team,

| am backed by professionals
with decades of experience.

EXIT KING REALTY

Melissa Helms
Exit King Realty
1800 Tamiami Trail

Venice, Florida 34293

941-544-9652

mel@mehssahelms com
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LIVE HERE

Resident loves sense of
community at Island Walk

BY RUSTY PRAY
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

It was moving day for Rick Arrighi, making
it seem he might not be a good candidate for
this “Why I Live Here” feature.

No worries. The Rhode Island native and
retired railroad dispatcher wasn’t moving
out of IslandWalk at Wellen Park, where he
has been a happy resident since 2018. He was
simply moving nearby, from a rental and into
the home his step-daughter, Tanya, shares
with her wife, Stephanie.

“I hate moving,” he grumbles.

But he loves IslandWalk, “so I'm not going
anywhere,” he says. “I'm never going to spend
another winter in Rhode Island. I have a
house up there that I'm putting on the mar-
ket. There’s no reason for me to have it.”

At IslandWalk, “Everyone is so friendly. It’s
not like up north,” he says, “It’s so refreshing,
so different.”

The feeling, it seems, is mutual.

Mr. Arrighi is a familiar figure in the neigh-
borhood. He plays guitar and harmonica and
has become a regular performer at Barrel &
Bean, the café attached to the Wellen Park
Welcome Center.

The now-local musician took the long

"If's all about the people,
You can play pickleball.

road to get here, following a path that led
from Rhode Island to Key West, and then up
Florida’s coast to IslandWalk.

When he retired in 2014 after 40 years with
the railroad, Rick and his wife, Cindy, moved
to Key West and immediately adopted the
island lifestyle, one filled with music, boating
and swimming. It wasn’t long before they met
a Duval Street entertainer and Rick asked to
sit in with him.

“We went on stage,” Rick recalls. “We
played a song. He said, ‘Do you want to do
another?”” Soon he was covering for another
musician who was ailing. “It was a baptism by
fire,” he says.

By 2018, however, Key West was losing its
allure. Rick and Cindy got in their camper
and started exploring other areas of the Sun-
shine State. They parked for a couple of
months at a campground in North Port to be
near Tanya and Stephanie. They were back on
the road, headed to the Grand Canyon, when
COVID-19 hit.

“We high-tailed it back to Florida,” Rick
says. Then Cindy was diagnosed with cancer.
She died in January, and Tanya and Stephanie
invited Rick to move in with them.

“And that’s why I'm here,” he says.

He’s a popular figure at Barrel & Bean.

the activities. It's healthy.
You can walk your dog.

Everybody's friendly.”
— Rick Arrighi

Our stylists are ready.

excellent service with't

and techniques

www.Sheag

provide you

[ >atest trends

allWith a smile!
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SalonofVe

[n] 1740 E. Venice Ave, Suite 7 []

Venice, FL 34292
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Rick Arrighi is happy making music — and his home — in Wellen Park.

“T try to get people involved — play
tambourine, stuff like that,” he says of his
tailored-to-the-audience act. “It’s more a
community thing than it is about me. I love
to play, but if somebody wants to sing, I'm
going to let them do it. If somebody comes
in and wants to jam on my guitar, I let them
atit”

He loves playing the blues.

“TI've always had a guitar,” he says. “I had
always played three-chord songs, but I really

learned to play when I was in Key West. I had
to learn songs for that kind of audience.”

And IslandWalk?

“It’s all about the people, the activities,” he
says. “It’s healthy. You can play pickleball. You
can walk your dog. Everybody’s friendly. You
can have these drop-in parties with neigh-
bors, which Cindy would have loved.

“It’s a community.”

And Rick Arrighi is happy to be a big part
of it.

Let us give your home a

STARSHINE.
Bl :

A TREATMENT & SEALER |

for your Paver Driveway

TARSHINE

Serving commercial businesses & residential homes.
Paver Pool Decks & Driveways, Clean-Seal-Repair-Re-Color Service,
Custom Painting Interior-Exterior, All Surface Restoration And Repairs

STARSHINE INC.

Sal Munno, Owner | 941-627-0060

Lic.#. AAA0008951
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An insurance policy created
just for Floridians.

Get a package policy that combines both home and
auto insurance while saving time and money.

AAA Venice
2100 S. Tamiami Trail
Venice, FL 34293
941.493.2100

20-RM-0298

Your Membership Awaits

Comphmentary Silver Trial Golf Membershlp
Offer expires May 30th, 2021
Membership: 941.240.5100 | membership@heron-creek.com

Heron Creek Golf & Country Club
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5301 Heron Creek Boulevard  North Port, Florida ¢ heroncreekgcc.com
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TRAILS

From page 15

he says.

Because Wellen Park is being built on a
former ranch, the development team has been
able to utilize the natural landscape when
creating the trails.

Halff, a nationwide engineering firm,
prepared a master trail development plan for
Wellen Park.

“We took advantage of vistas across wetlands,
prairies and ponds,” says Mark Llewellyn Sr.,
executive vice president of Florida operations
for Halff.

Plans call for wayfinding signs at trailheads to
help people navigate where paths cross, and signs
with QR codes to learn more about native flora
and fauna in the area. There will also be benches
and shaded areas.

“In the Florida heat, it’s important to provide
places for people to rest, cool down, and have a
drink of water,” Mr. Llewellyn says.

The existing paths and trails are concrete or
asphalt, though some of the new paths will be
crushed shell or boardwalk over wetlands.

Mr. Severance says safety was paramount,
so the bike lanes and roads are wide and the
concrete paths are 12 feet across.

“We want people to feel comfortable and be

GARTH FRANCIS / WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

Because Wellen Park is being built on
a former ranch, the development team
has been able to utilize the natural land-

able to do two-way modality on the trails,” he scape when creating the trails.
says. o .
The developer is also considering how to Plans call for wayfinding signs at trail-

heads to help people navigate where

connect Wellen Park’s several neighborhoods
paths cross.

through the trails and paths.

“Good trail design takes advantage of the
natural environment and takes into consideration
where pedestrians will likely access them, and how
they will safely move from point A to point B,”
Mr. Severance says.

Mr. Llewellyn notes that the Wellen Park

CONTINUED ON A37 » A
STEPHEN LINEBERRY / WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

Classic Creations _. West Villages Animal Clinic

in diamonds & gold

(341) 437-6331 | 2383 Tamiami Trl. S. | Venice

Selling, Buying & Repairing
Jewelry for over 30 years.
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OUR SERVICES
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"Good trail design takes
advantage of the natural
environment and takes
into consideration where
pedestrians will likely
access them, and how
they will safely move
from point A to point B.”

— Rick Severance,
president of Wellen Park

trails might connect to longer-distance
regional trails, such as the state’s Shared-Use
Nonmotorized (SUN) Trail. Already, the
Wellen Park trails feed into a trail at the nearby
State College of Florida.

The state has also almost finalized its Coast-
to-Coast Trail, which will stretch 250 miles
from St. Petersburg to Titusville.

“From an eco-tourism standpoint,” Mr.
Llewellyn says, “there are all kinds of things
happening in communities that will support
these long-distance trails.”

As the number of Wellen Park trails and
pathways continues to increase, Mr. Severance
envisions offering more activities along them.

“I absolutely want to host some non-
traditional events,” he says, suggesting an
adventure event that includes multiple sports
as well as activities such as kayaking, biking,
fun runs and fishing rodeos.

“The goal is to expand and enhance our trail
network as Wellen Park continues to evolve
and develop future residential areas,” he says.
“We continue to hear from residents how our
trails and pathways improves their quality of
life”

RICK SEVERANCE / COURTESY PHOTO

Sunset over one of Wellen Park’s waterfront trails.
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Shop For Affordable
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Fast Processing
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Protect your family,
your home, and the
environment with our

American-made
Enviro Water Products. .

Y

* Salt-Free Watér - -
Conditioning/Softening

* Whole House Filtration

* Pure & refreshing clean
drinking water * Eco-friendly

* Filter out chemicals, * Prevents scale
maintain beneficial minerals © Stops corrosion

941-473-2344

mikedouglassplumbing.com

BRING IN THIS AD FOR:
%5 off with purchase of two *35 or more”
Free glass of wine™

Open Monday-Saturday 117am-9:30pm
Sunday 12pm-9:30pm
12205 Mercado Drive f

Venice FL, 34293
941-492-6677

" CHINA ONE

CHINESE RESTAURANT

*Must present. Cannot be combined with other discounts of offers. Expires 7/20/21.
**With purchase of two chef’s special rolls.

fujisushihibachinoodles.com

We are dedicated to serve the finest
and freshest foods. Open seven days
a week, ready to welcome you!

EAT-IN OR TAKE-OUT!
Open Monday-Thursday 11am-9:30pm

Friday & Saturday 11am-10pm

***Must present. Cannot be combined with other discounts of offers. Expires 7/20/21.
**\ith purchase of over $50.

www.chinaonevenice.com
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941-493-2299
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FUN-LOVING LIFESTYLE

EVENTS CALENDAR

Times and dates are subject to change.
Always confirm details before heading out
to events.

Through April 24 - Second annual “Adopt
em Alll” event at Suncoast Humane Society.
Waived adoption fees for all dogs and cats,
all ages. Adoptions and meet-and-greets by
appointment only. Call 941-474-7884. Striv-
ing to build a no-kill community, Suncoast
Humane Society is celebrating its 50th anni-
versary. More info at www.humane.org and
on Facebook as Suncoast Humane Society.

Through April 29 - “Color My World,”
juried exhibition at the Venice Art Center.
Also on display: works by The Florida Society
of Botanical Artists. 390 Nokomis Ave. S. 941-
485-7136 or www.VeniceArtCenter.com.

Through April 30 — “Get Inspired by
Something Old,” on exhibit at the North Port
Area Art Center. Gallery hours 9 am. to 6
p.m. Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to noon Satur-
day. 5950 Sam Shapos Way. 941-423-6460 or
www.northportartcenter.org.

Through May 22 — “Tails on Trails,” Sun-
coast Humane Society virtual walk to save
shelter pet lives. Walk as much as you want,
anytime before May 22, anywhere you like,
even on a treadmill. PACK leashes will match
every donation up to $5,000 to double the
animals’ chances! Early birds who register
at www.TailsOnTrails.GiveSmart.com before
April 30 save $5 on registration.

Through July - “Playing in Paradise: The
History of Venice Sports” on exhibit at the
Venice Museum and Archives. Information
and artifacts on various sporting activities
in Venice, starting with the 1927 Tarpon
Tournament and up to the recent Venice
High School state championship teams. 351
Nassau St. S., Venice. Open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday-Wednesday. Free admission. 941-
716-7255, www.museum@venicegov.com
and www.archives@vewnicegov.com.

April 22 - “VAC Uncorked,” cocktails and
painting at the Venice Art Center. 6:30-9 p.m.
$35 for VAC members, $40 for others. 390
Nokomis Ave. S. Sign up or get information
at www.VeniceArtCenter.com, or call 941-
485-7136.

April 23 - Venice Farmers Market. 7-11
a.m., Venice Boulevard and Venice Way.

April 24 — Registration deadline for “Tea &
Pearls” hosted by Business and Professional
Women of Englewood/Venice and taking
place May 1. Enjoy tea and finger sandwiches
plus a display of vintage tea sets, hats and
gloves provided by Venice’s own “Tea Lady”
Joan High. Make new friends, network, and
learn about tea party etiquette. 1-3 p.m. at the
home of Morina Chmiela, 4382 Via Del Vil-
leti, Venice. $25 in advance. Sign up at www.
bpwve.org.

April 24 - The 6th annual Downtown Hoe-
down for the Troops. Noon to 11 p.m. at City
Marketplace in Punta Gorda. Live music by
Exile, Jake Hoot, Red Clay Strays, the Sweet
Tea Trio and more. Tickets and more infor-
mation at Eventbrite.

April 30 - Venice Farmers Market. 7-11
a.m., Venice Boulevard and Venice Way.

April 30-May 2 - Five-time World Cham-
pion Elvis Presley tribute artist Dwight Icen-
hower at The Venice Theatre. Also featuring
a special performance by Shawn Bryant as
Buddy Holly. 140 Tampa Ave. W. 941-488-
1115 or www.venicetheatre.org.

May 1-June 4 - “Get Inspired by Vacation
and Travel,” on exhibit at the North Port Area
Art Center. Artist reception 6:30-8 p.m. May
14. Gallery hours 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to noon Saturday. 5950 Sam
Shapos Way. 941-423-6460 or www.north-
portartcenter.org.

May 4-19 — Sece works by art students from
South Sarasota County schools on exhibit at
the Venice Art Center. Hours are 9 a.m. to 4

Live music and
karaoke happen
most weekends

at Superior Pools
Tomahawk Tiki
Bar & Grill. Check
Facebook @
CoolTodayPark for
details.

p.m. Monday-Friday. 390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136 or www.VeniceArtCenter.com.

May 6 - “VAC Uncorked,” cocktails and
painting at the Venice Art Center. 6:30-9 p.m.
$35 for VAC members, $40 for others. 390
Nokomis Ave. S. Sign up or get information
at www.VeniceArtCenter.com, or call 941-
485-7136.

May 7 - Folk Legacy Trio — Live music
returns to The Venice Theatre. 140 Tampa
Ave. W. 941-488-1115 or www.venicetheatre.
org.

May 7 - Venice Farmers Market, 7-11 a.m.,
Venice Boulevard and Venice Way.

May 12 - Florida West Coast Car Club
Show. 4-7 p.m. at Perkins Restaurant and
Bakery, 6001 S. Salford Blvd., North Port.

May 14 - Venice Farmers Market. 7-11 a.m.,
Venice Boulevard and Venice Way.

May 14 — Artist reception for “Get Inspired
by Vacation and Travel” at the North Port
Area Art Center. 6:30-8 p.m. 5950 Sam Sha-
pos Way. 941-423-6460 or www.northpor-
tartcenter.org.

Starting in mid-May - Register for the
summer session of virtual classes for children
and adults at The Venice Theatre. 941-488-
1115 or www.venicetheatre.org.

May 20 — The season’s final “VAC Uncorked,”
cocktails and painting at the Venice Art Cen-
ter. 6:30-9 p.m. $35 for VAC members, $40
for others. 390 Nokomis Ave. S. Sign up or get
information at www.VeniceArtCenter.com, or
call 941-485-7136.

May 21 - Venice Farmers Market. 7-11 a.m.,
Venice Boulevard and Venice Way.

May 22 - Charlotte County Italian Festival
at the Charlotte County Fairgrounds. 11:30
a.m. to 9 p.m. 2333 El Jobean Road, Port
Charlotte.

May 23 — Third annual Venice Beach Fossil
Shark Tooth Hunting Day Trip. Departing
at 4 a.m. from the Venice Dive Center, 902
Tamiami Trail S., Nokomis. Call 601-336-
2272 for reservations and information.

May 28 - Venice Farmers Market. 7-11 a.m.,
Venice Boulevard and Venice Way.

May 28-June 24 - “Dazed and Confused”
juried exhibition at the Venice Art Center.
Also on display: works by John Hintz and
Terrance Joyce. Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday-Friday. 390 Nokomis Ave. S. 941-
485-7136 or www. VeniceArtCenter.com.

May 29 (rain date May 30) - “Patriotic
Pops” by The Venice Symphony. 7:30 p.m.
concert followed by fireworks at CoolTo-
day Park. Conductor Troy Quinn leads the
orchestra in a program celebrating American
music from John Philip Sousa to John Wil-
liams. Sgt. 1st Class Randall Wight, a member
of the U.S. Army Field Band, returns as guest
vocalist. Sponsored by the Community Foun-
dation of Sarasota County. Gates open at 5:30
p-m. Sponsorships and seating for groups
of five or more are available by calling the
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EVENTS CALENDAR

There’s always
something fun going
on at Barrel & Bean
next to the Wellen
Park

Welcome Center.
Think weekly wine

and beer pairings,
trivia night, live
music and more.
Check Facebook @
barrelandbeanat-
wellenpark for the
latest happenings.

symphony office at 941-207-8822. Individual
tickets ($15-$50 for adults, $10 for ages 17
and younger) are available at www.ticket-
master.com. To sign up for email updates,
visit www.thevenicesymphony.org.

May 31 - Memorial Day Veterans 5K and
10K Race. Live event starts at 7 a.m. at Punta
Gorda’s Laishley Park; virtual event ongoing.
Participants in the live event must register in
advance. Details at www.memorialdayrace.org.

June 5-Aug. 27 — “Get Inspired by a Sec-
ond Chance,” on exhibit at the North Port
Area Art Center. Artist reception 6:30-8 p.m.
June 18. Gallery hours 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday. 5950 Sam Shapos Way. 941-
423-6460 or www.northportartcenter.org.

June 7-Aug. 6 - “Youth ART” exhibition
at the North Port Area Art Center. Artists
reception 6:30-7:30 p.m . Aug. 6. 5950 Sam
Shapos Way. 941-423-6460 or www.north-
portartcenter.org.

June 1112 - Calusa AKC Agility Trial at
Bratty Paws Dog Plex. Starts 8 a.m. June 11 5
p.m. June 12. Hosted by K9 Body Works, which
makes K9 massage available at event for your K9
athletes. 2551 Taylor Road, Punta Gorda.

June 17 - 2nd annual Caribbean Ameri-
can Heritage Month Celebration and HUD
Fathers’ Day Initiative Family Fun Day at
the Port Charlotte Beach Park. 1-9 p.m. 4500
Harbor Blvd., Port Charlotte.

June 18 - Artist reception for “Get Inspired
by a Second Chance” at the North Port Area
Art Center. 6:30-8 p.m. 5950 Sam Shapos Way.
941-423-6460 or www.northportartcenter.org.

June 19-20 - 28th annual Downtown Ven-
ice Craft Festival. Booths with stained glass,
photography, jewelry and more, plus a green
market for plants, live orchids, handmade
soaps and more. Masks are mandatory. Hand-
washing and sanitizing stations available. Free
admission.

The Hamels Team Coldwell Banker Realty

Tacll lime Plellenn Pook Risiclonts: since 2006

—_———— FOH'ECI.GEI.IR!E
m“h RESOURCE

Life. (i your porems.~

FLORIBAWEEKLY A
2010-2020 \

JANSEN

shutters & windows

HOW CAN WE PROTECT YOU?

Shelter your family. Protect your investment.
Secure your well being.

—_— GRADUATE. CE: An[n Hamels Henkry Hamels
Broker Associate Broker Associate
P —— ’ TOR
i f et Certified New Home RH‘L B 941-387-6564 941-321-9634

Progesrty Specisbat

Sales Professional

Celebrating Over _”{Years As the Best Place to find

e

Karln Galllano Steven PoIIard Deborah Burgess
MS, LMHC
é | ' Mt |
B
Rebecca Bnght AmanPda Sweet AXl
syD

- _PeAcE RIVER

PSYCHOLOGY CENTER

W INSTITUTE cOLDWELL BAMKER

www.PeaceRiverPsychologyCenter.com

henry.hamels@cbrealty.com

ann.hamels@cbrealty.com

Peace of Mind!

nd Fun in Your Life!
'A HEALTH SPA FOR THE MIND

Reclaim the

Child, Adolescent & Adult Psychotherapy Psychological Testing

Our compassionate and experienced team of mental health
professionals are prepared to deal with any of your
problems—big or small-in a comprehensive and unbiased manner.

Port Charlotte

2525 Harbor Blvd., Ste. 208,
Port Charlotte, FL
941-255-5489

Punta Gorda
425 Cross St., #111,
Punta Gorda, FL
941-505-6162
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VENICE YMCA’S ST. PADDY’S 8K 2021

®

MEET THE BUTTERBURGER

Fresh, never frozen beef seared after
you order, topped with a lightly buttered,
toasted bun and served with a smile.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CULVER'S RESTAURANT:

Culver’s of North Port, FL
5648 Tuscola Bivd

North Port, FL 34287
(941) 876-3681

SEARED AFTER YOU
ORDER TO LOCK IN
FLAVOR

BUTTERBURGERS &

FROZEN GUSTARD
UZEN GUs CROWNED WITH A

LIGHTLY BUTTERED,
TOASTED BUN

$1 OFF

The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger®
North Port, FL+ 5648 Tuscola Bivd « (941) 876-3681

596-0521

Reproductions of this offer are not accepted.
S1 off regular menu price. Please no substitutions. Not valid
with any other offer. Value 1/200 cent. Limit one offer per
person per visit. Valid only at Culver's® of Northport, FL

© 2020 Culver Franchising System, LLC. 11/20

Your One-Stop Destination for Pressure Washers and Surface Cleaners

« Full line of Pressure Washers for
Residential and Commercial Applications

« Surface Cleaner Sales and Repairs

+ Top-Quality Hose Reels

+ Paint Sprayer Repairs

£ PR M e AR BT & e oy

- —(lﬂ/l/—
| MACHINVES

Sales-Service-Rentals

35+ Years of Experience | Walk-In Repairs | Products From Top Brands

« Commercial and Residential Generator Sales
« Complete Cleaning Equipment Repairs
+ Exceptional Pressure Washer and Surface

6 mil h of Wellen Park at 1855 Tamiami Tr. Venice FL
Flnd nut more call 941-218-6132 |6 miles noxth of Wellen Parl at 1855 Tamiami Tr. Venice

Cleaner Rentals

Testimonials ) S ol
Pete is always ready to assist right away with any repairs . :

we bring in. Good service , good people. - e S

Peter is very knowledgeable and does work for a reasonable
rate. Will be going to Clean Machines anytime I need things
for my pressure washing business! = Conor

VENICE YMCA / COURTESY PHOTOS
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Looking for a Fast, Easy,
Convenient & Safe Way
to Sell Your Car?

We give you a fair
appraisal of your vehicle
in 15 minutes or less
and pay you on the spot.

FUN-LOVING LIFESTYLE

Y Il
Come lo Ufou!
Call us today to

schedule your
FREE appraisal!

Howard Horowitz,
Owner

Optical and Eye Care

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

Visit our website to view available appointments, browse
our current inventory, learn about the eyes, and meet
Dr. Jesse Hicks and Team SeePort.

4381 AIDAN LANE D0
EYEGLASSES NORTH PORT, FL SE%)RT e EYE EXAMS

SUNGLASSES *4876-400  SLiilses sowme DRY EYE RELIEF
CONTACT LENSES RED EYES

@awb Sé’dg and 5271@ Dedtination...
o0 Charlotte Chéarbor s

WATERFRONT RESTAURANTS,
BOUTIQUES, RESORT & MARINA

FISHERMEN'S
VILLAGE

WATEEFRONT RESTAURANTS, BOUTIGUES, RESORT £ MARIMNA
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SPRING TRAINING PHOTOS

The Atlanta Braves playing the Minnesota Twins on March 5,2021 at CoolToday Park.

ATLANTA BRAVES / COURTESY PHOTO

Avoid the traﬂic'

ERIC-JOHN

CLAESSENSH

FHIILY DENTIDTRY

We believe in improving the
health and vitality of our patients
with honesty and integrity.

In practice for over 32 years, Eric-John Claessens, DDS
is your trusted dentist in North Port. We welcome new patients
and offer a wide range of dental services including:
« IMPLANTS « DENTURES

« INVISALIGN
o ALL GENERAL & COSMETIC PROCEDURES

- v v "

- - - - -

“ OH MY GOSH! What a professional, congenial
dental grouplll We are 77 & 82 years old and
thanks to Dr. Claessens'’s professional services
and dental hygiene (prevention) teaching, we
are still chewing on most of our original teeth! ,,

Dave & Patty P.

New Patients
Welcome

Eric-John Claessens, DDS

Located just past River Road at 12450-A.S. Tamiami Trail, North Port, FL 34287
www.northportdds.com 941-423-1777

2\

Cat Friendly
Practice

By vt e e s g ol T n sy

Feline Only Clinle
e B

As a Cat Friendly
Practice”, we are
committed to offerint
you and your cat the
highest standard o
line health care.

JGUI_I: C@ﬂ Telemedicine Consults

SCRATCHING POST Now Available

CAT HOSPITAL 941-200-5779

Full Service Veterinary

Care for Your Cat!

3135 Bobcat Village Center Road, North Port
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SPRING TRAINING PHOTOS

ATLANTA BRAVES / COURTESY PHOTOS
Baseball fans got to see their
favorites start the season at
CoolToday park with Ron Acuna,
Jr., above, Ozzie Albies, right and
A.J. Minter along with the rest of
the Atlanta Braves team.

Special
Spring
Savings!™

Proudly Introducing Truewood by Merrill, Venice

One month free, no community fee!*

Our community features a seasoned team ready to meet each resident’s individual needs.
If you are considering senior living for yourself or a loved one, we are here to help.

TRUEWOOD Formerly
BY MERRILL Sunset Lake Village

VENICE

Assisted Living

(941) 888-0739 « 1121 Jacaranda Blvd, Venice, FL 34292 Fclty 1AL95

*Limitations may apply.
Call for details.

Independent Living ¢ Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care ¢ truewoodvenice.com
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Providing Quality Window Treatments

Sales & Installation Since 1983.
Quick Turn Around and made in the USA!

We manufacture
W shutters & fop
freatments.

Call for a
w N FREE Estimate FLQ%m%EKLY-"
941-743-2646

1312 Market Circle Unit 9
Port Charlotte, FL

WWW B LIND SP OTETC . C OM Elegance, Quality & Convenience






