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SEE DOWNTOWN, A42 

SEE SALTY BULL, A38 

Become 
a Lecom 
Legend 
VIP Legends Club 
is the best way to 
watch a spring 
training game. 
A8-9 

Countdown 
to Downtown
Visit the Welcome Center 
to vote on your favorite 
ground-breaking painted 
shovels, at the same 
time funding the arts. 
A20-21 

The Arts 
Are Back
The Venice 
Symphony to 
launch its 2021-
2022 season 
in November. 
A40-41 

Download our
FREE App today
Available 
on the iTunes
and Android
App Store.

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

When Downtown Wellen Park opens, one 
of the first sights people will see is a great 
place to dine.

The Salty Bull Steaks, Seafood & Raw Bar 

has a prime location in The Nook, a tree park 
that features three majestic oak trees that were 
relocated from within Wellen Park. A side 
patio with outdoor seating will give diners a 
view to all that is happening downtown.

Sip and Serve

DOWNTOWN
C R E A T I N G Partners, friends 

and neighbors 
gather for 
ceremonial 
groundbreaking 

Prime location planned for Downtown Wellen restaurant - Salty Bull 

I
T WAS A GLORIOUS DAY FOR A GROUNDBREAKING. SMILES AND 
painted shovels everywhere. Hundreds of invited guests. All 
coming together to celebrate the beginning of construction 
of beautiful Downtown Wellen.

Food and drink were abundant as guests chatted, took 
photos and milled around in the tent erected on the site of 

the future downtown.

BY PATRICIA HORWELL

Editor, Wellen Park Journal

       Wellen Park Devel-
opment partners used 
artistically painted 
shovels for the turning 
of the dirt ceremony.

        Neal Communities’ 
team with their painted 
shovel.

         The Porter-
house “steak-
cuterie” board 
for two featuring 
grilled porterhouse, 
Tuscan tomato 
bread salad, grilled 
asparagus, Caesar 
wedges, pickled 
cherry peppers, figs, 
chimichurri and 
bleu cheese butter is 
sure to be a favorite.
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T A K I N G  C A R E  O F  B U S I N E S S

SCF’s Workforce Development Courses 
Today Train for Jobs in the Future

BY MARTY FUGATE

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

It was a busy day at State College of Flori-
da, Sarasota-Manatee (SCF). Terri Clark took 
the time to speak with us anyway. That’s not 
unusual. For Ms. Clark, every day is a busy 

day. She serves dual 
duties as SCF’s dean of 
lifelong learning and 
workforce development. 
What’s the difference? 
Sometimes very little. 
Sometimes none. The 
line between life and 
work is pretty thin these 
days. SCF’s curriculum 
reflects that. 

The workforce classes 
at SCF address the changing demands of mod-
ern life.

Ms. Clark notes that 21st-century careers 
have evolved at warp speed. “There are tremen-
dous needs in the technology and health care 
fields, and those needs have been accelerated by 
the pandemic,” she says. “We are committed to 
training students to fill those roles in our local 
workforce.”

The situation is analogous to Alice’s pre-
dicament in “Through the Looking Glass.” In 
today’s career world, you have to run as fast as 
you can just to stay in the same place.

For contemporary workers, SCF provides 
solutions for time-strapped individuals who 
feel stuck on this accelerating treadmill. It 
offers options for part-time learning, evening 
and weekend classes, flexible start dates and 

instructional methods that include in-person, 
self-paced online and online live instruction 
choices.

Workers of Tomorrow 
and Today

SCF offers a wide spectrum of industry certi-
fication training options “These can open doors 
for those currently outside the workforce,” Ms. 
Clark says. “These credentials also empower 
workers trying to keep up with changes in their 
existing fields — or take a step up to another 
career altogether.”

Technology courses are especially popu-
lar. SCF offers high-tech training in a host 
of job-related software programs. Its Coding 
Academy boot camp explores the operating 
systems that run these programs.

“Workers graduate from our ‘boot camp’ 
with an industry certification and a job waiting 
for them in the area,” Ms. Clark says. “Students 
can also apply that certificate toward their col-
lege credit hours.”

According to Ms. Clark, SCF’s workforce 
training expands possibilities for students and 
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Digital Cinema, Photography students attend class.
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www.ashleyfurniture.com17701 Murdock Circle 
Port Charlotte Fl, 33948 941-235-8400

d k

AMERICA’S TOP
BRAND NAMES 
IN FURNITURE!

OVER 100,000 SQ. FT.
OF BEAUTIFUL 
SHOWROOM!

100’S OF ITEMS 
AVAILABLE FOR 

EXPRESS DELIVERY!

941-625-4493
www.baconsfurniture.com

We’ve Got It All 
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A L L  W E L L E N  G O O D

Putting Down Roots
Wellen Park Residents and Friends Join in on Community Planting Day

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Wellen Park residents, employees and 
community members dug into the task of 
planting hundreds of saplings around the 
80-acre Grand Lake during Community Tree 
Planting Day on Sept. 15.

A mix of long leaf, slash and loblolly pine 
along with some bald cypress was selected 
to enhance the aesthetic look of the future 
Downtown Wellen area. The trees will also 
provide shade along the community’s trails, 
offer habitat to wildlife and increase the 
state’s pine population.

“When we do things like this as a commu-
nity, it shows a lack of selfishness because 
you’re doing something that will really bene-
fit others in the long-term future,” says Rick 
Severance, president of Wellen Park.

Mr. Severance and his staff were among 
the 75 volunteers who dug holes, added soil 
enhancers, planted the saplings and watered 
the new plantings.

“It was very rewarding and satisfying,” he 
says of the experience. “When you give back 
to the community that you are helping to cre-
ate, it shows that you’re invested in the small 
things. And a lot of the small things make up 
the large things.”

Wellness is a major focus of Wellen Park. 
This includes giving residents opportunities 
to connect with one another, take care of 
themselves and pursue a healthy and active 
lifestyle.

“This day gave people a chance to meet 
people who weren’t in their neighborhood 

but were part of Wellen Park overall,” Mr. 
Severance says. “I loved getting to know these 
people and hearing their personal stories 
about why they moved to Wellen Park.”

Mr. Severance says the volunteers included 

a resident who just moved to Wellen Park 
and was looking to meet new friends, two 
nurses who enjoyed a day outdoors, an HR 
manager with a national retailer who brought 
her young family out to enjoy the day, and 

a group of eight friends and family from 
IslandWalk who routinely find volunteer 
opportunities to participate in.

Kocareli family members team up to plant some greenery.

SEE PLANTING, A6 

Independent Living   •   Assisted Living   •   Memory Care

Assisted Living  
Facility #9325 

*Call for details.

941.497.1117  •  truewoodvenice.com
1121 Jacaranda Blvd, Venice, FL 34292

TRUEWOOD
BY MERRILL
V E N I C E

Ask About Our 
Fall Move-In 
Special!*

At Truewood 
by Merrill, The 
Price Is Comfy 
& The Place  
Is Cozy

Sunset Lake Village is now Truewood by Merrill, part of the Merrill  
family of senior living communities with over 25 years of serving seniors.

At Truewood by Merrill you can relax, be yourself, and enjoy a price that fits like  
a favorite sweater. Call or visit truewoodvenice.com for more information.



WHAT’S IN YOUR 
GARAGE?



The planting crew worked hard for four 
hours but also enjoyed refreshments and 
shade in the volunteer tent, as well as a group 
lunch following the tree planting. 

Although most of what they planted were 
saplings, some trees about 7-feet-tall were 
added to create some variation in height.

“It looks phenomenal,” Mr. Severance says. 
“It will be interesting to see what these trees 
will look like in two years. In some cases, the 
saplings can grow as much as 3 feet per year.”

The Community Tree Planting Day was 

the latest tree-focused initiative Wellen Park 
has undertaken. Its Heritage Tree Program 
begun earlier this year is a nearly $1 million 
effort to relocate 26 healthy live oak trees, 
ranging from 14 to 96 inches in diameter, 
from various spots within the community 
to Downtown Wellen. Not only will the 
decades-old trees help establish an imme-
diate sense of place, but they’ll also remove 
thousands of pounds of carbon dioxide from 
the air each year, generate oxygen and mini-
mize rainwater runoff.

“Every time we make an investment,” Mr. 
Severance says, “we understand there’s a 
return. Sometimes it’s monetary and some-
times it isn’t, but it’s the right thing to do for 
the community.”  
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US Air Force retired veteran Jean Townley and 
Dinie Kramer digging in at Wellen Park.

Rick Severance, president of Wellen Park talks to volunteers.

CHRIS TILLEY/WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

Wellen Park neighbors gathered to plant a variety of trees.

“It looks phenomenal. 
It will be interesting to 
see what these trees 

will look like in two 
years. In some cases, 

the saplings can 
grow as much as 3 

feet per year.”
— Rick Severance, 

president of Wellen Park

A L L  W E L L E N  G O O D

PLANTING
From page 4





A8    FALL 2021 www.WellenParkJournal.com     WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

F U N - L O V I N G  L I F E S T Y L E

VIP Club is Best Way to Watch 
a Braves Spring Training Game

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Forget peanuts, popcorn and Cracker Jacks.
How about Philly cheesesteak sliders, Beef 

Wellington, shrimp kebabs, and lobster mac 
and cheese? Plus, unlimited beer, wine and soft 
drinks.

That’s what members of the LECOM Leg-
ends Club at CoolToday Park enjoy.

The 6,000-square-foot air-conditioned VIP 
room behind home plate is the ideal spot to 
enjoy the game and unlimited refreshments. 
Members can pop in and out, sitting in the 
stadium for part of the game and going into the 
club with lounge seating for food and drinks. 
Video monitors ensure that they see all the 
action.

“This is an exclusive, very unique space that 
allows fans to enjoy the game from a different 
perspective,” says Mike Dunn, vice president of 
Florida Operations for the Atlanta Braves. “An 
all-inclusive room is a trend in ballparks.”

The Braves approached Lake Erie College of 
Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) about part-
nering on the room that opened this past 
March. The medical college has a campus in 
Bradenton.

The décor of photos and memorabilia pays 
homage to Atlanta Braves legends such as Bobby 
Cox, Hank Aaron, Andrew Jones, David Justice, 
Ralph Garr and John Smoltz.

“It’s a room where we showcase some of 
their contributions to the club,” Mr. Dunn says. 
“Some of our programming throughout season 
hopefully entails some of the legends.”

Through a private entrance, club members 

enjoy hospitality before, during and after the 
games. This includes gourmet snacks, a hot 
buffet, a dessert bar and unlimited wine, beer 
and soft drinks. Other drinks are available for 
purchase at the full bar.

The spring training season includes 16 games, 
but LECOM Legends Club members are invited 
to exclusive as well as discounted public events 
throughout the year, such as wine tastings, whis-
key tastings, dances and comedy shows.

Non-members can lease the club area for 
weddings, holiday parties and other special 
events. There is room for a stage and dance 
floor. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Lecom Legends Club members enjoying a game.

SEE VIP, A10 



941-223-7088 | 331 West Venice Avenue | Venice, FL 34285
www.VeniceIsHome.com

I’ve lived in Venice for twenty-fi ve years, I am a Wellen Park resident myself. 
My mission is to provide both buyers and sellers with an exceptional real estate

 experience. Exceeding your expectations is my top priority.

• A Multi-Million Dollar Producer
• Recipient of the Coldwell Banker “Best of Blue Award” in 2017-2020
• Ranked in the top 2% of Realtors in Venice 
  (ranked by sales volume October 2020 - October 2021)

A Realtor® who listens...
 IT’S�ALL�ABOUT�YOU!�

What are YOUR real estate goals? 

Julie Willett PLLC, 
BROKER ASSOCIATE, REALTOR®, GRI, ABR®

Your dream home is only a call away!

T E S T I M O N I A L S
“Julie not only helped us fi nd our house but answered every one of our myriad of question 
immediately, even though we were 1500 miles apart! She handled the sale professionally and 
made sure that every deadline was met with plenty of time to spare.”  –Venice, FL

“If you’re looking for just the right agent in your home search, look no further. Julie is on top of her 
game; knows the area, FL real estate and how to negotiate the entire buying or selling process. 
She is also vibrant, energetic and a pleasure to spend time with, and we looked at many diff erent 
properties! We were delighted with the results of working with Julie Wille� . Enthusiastic thumbs 
up for this agent!”  –Placida, FL



“The space is very warm and inviting to the base-
ball spectator and the non-baseball attendees,” Mr. 
Dunn says.

Just 100 memberships, each including two guests, 
are available. Mr. Dunn says a day pass is being con-
sidered for 2022.

For more information, call 941-413-5000, ext. 4. 
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Photos and memorabilia pays homage to 
Atlanta Braves legends.

Above: The 
clubhouse is 
spacious and 
comfortable.

Leftt: Lanyards 
for Legends 
Club mem-
bers.

“This is an exclusive, 
very unique space that 
allows fans to enjoy the 
game from a different 

perspective.”

— Mike Dunn, vice president 
of Florida Operations for the 

Atlanta Braves.

LECOM LEGENDS CLUB AT 
COOLTODAY PARK

>> Where: 8800 South West Villages 
Parkway, Venice, FL

>> Contact: 941-413-5000 x4, 
https:www.mlb.com/braves/
braves-spring-training, https://www.
facebook.com/CoolTodayPark/

F U N - L O V I N G  L I F E S T Y L E

877-45-LENNAR  |  LennarSWFL.com

Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything’s Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist’s renderings and may contain options 
that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated; actual sq. ft./acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar 
does not guarantee the availability of homes within the price ranges above. Price subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial photos are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist’s rendition.  They are solely for illustrative purposes, should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where 
prohibited by law. Copyright © 2021 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WCI logo, Everything’s Included and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 09/21.

Welcome Home Center Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10am-6pm

TTwoo Amazing Wellenn Parkk Communities!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY AT 877-45-LENNAR OR LENNARSWFL.COM

BBBBBBeeeaaauutttiiiifffffuullllBBeeautiiful ssssstttaaarrtttiiinnngggg ffffffrrooommm  tthhhhheee  $$$$$$$222220000000000ssstartingg from thhe $$200sllllllll ssssssssssssNEW HOMES

23114 CopperLeaf Drive  |  Venice, FL 34293 

6-Plex and Patio Homes from the $200s

SarasotaNational.com

I T ’S  T I M E  T O  M A K E  A  M O V E  T O. . .

Welcome to Tortuga, Wellen Park’s intimate new gated community. Designed 
around a serene park setting, Tortuga is a quiet and friendly neighborhood, 

with a wide variety of elegantly appointed Executive homes with stylish, airy 
floorplans. There is an ideal home for any stage of life at Tortuga.

Model now open, schedule your VIP tour today.

Executive Homes from the $300s

Tortuga-Lennar.com  

HURRY IN —

LIMITED HOMESITES 

REMAIN!

LAST CHANCE – FINAL PHASES!

Experience the Florida lifestyle at Sarasota National. Nearby sugar-sand beaches, 
shopping, dining and culture enhance the community’s way of life. As a Audubon 

International Certified Signature Sanctuary, the resort-style amenities are 
surrounded by native wetlands and preserves that create a beautiful backdrop.

VIP
From page 8



On-Site Laboratory with Master Technicians 
to Customize and Control Results

• Digitally Guided Implant Surgery
• On-Site Cat Scan
• PRP and PRF Blood Enhancers
•

•
• Zirconia and Titanium Implants
• Laser Assisted Surgery

•
•
•
• Bruxism Treatment

• Lumineers®

• Botox, Fillers, PDO Threads, Mi-
croneedling

• Laser Assisted Gum Tissue Treatment

• Airway Ortho for Children 
and Adults

• Orthotropic Ortho for Children
 and Adults

•

•
• Smile Broadening
•

Before

Before

Smile Makeovers and Veneers

Before

Before

A P e s

Advanced Care and 
Dental Technology 

Stay Connected With Us                                  

Sarasota, FL 34231
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A R O U N D  T O W N

Coming to Wellen Park
Luxury Apartment Living for Seniors

BY PATRICIA HORWELL

Editor, Wellen Park Journal

Coming in March 2023, luxury senior 
living will become a reality at Wellen Park. 
Already under construction by national 
developer Ryan Companies US, Inc. and 
Grand Living Management at Grand Living 
Wellen Park will be an age-in-place com-
munity, which allows residents to remain in 
their original apartment even as their health-
care needs change. 

The building will include 156 indepen-
dent and assisted living units, and 36 mem-
ory care units. Cottages built by Mattamy 
Homes, the master developer of Wellen Park, 
will also be available.

According to a recent study conducted 
by Moore Diversified Services, Inc., the 75 
and older demographic with income-quali-
fied households in the Venice area is expected 
to increase by 35.8 percent between 2020 and 
2025. The 235,267-square-foot building will 
help fulfill the demand in the area. 

“Ryan and Grand Living have a proven 
track record of delivering luxury, next-gen-
eration senior living communities where 
they are needed most,” says Eric Anderson, 
senior vice president of senior living develop-
ment, Ryan Companies. “Grand Living is the 
perfect addition to Wellen Park — with best-
in-class retail, restaurants and entertainment 
just a stone’s throw away.” 

As with residents living in each neighbor-
hood throughout Wellen Park, those who will 
live at this new community will benefit from 
all that Wellen Park has to offer, including a 
robust downtown area featuring an 80-acre 

lake, entertainment venues, active parks, 
retail shops, waterfront dining and pedestri-
an-friendly trails and streets.  

“We have been very mindful to select part-
ners like Ryan Companies that can layer in 
the appropriate diversification of residential 
lifestyles with the level of quality people 
have to come to expect at Wellen Park,” said 
Rick Severance, president, Wellen Park. “The 
addition of a luxury senior living community 
provides options for both Wellen Park resi-
dents who want to age in place or have their 
senior loved ones nearby.”

Ryan Architecture + Engineering 
designed the luxury-inspired, four-story  

building, which will incorporate key 
design features and amenities to promote 
a healthy lifestyle for residents, includ-
ing multiple dining venues; a library; 
wellness/telehealth center with fitness areas, 
spa and salon; club room; activity room and 
a large gathering space for community events 
and spiritual services.  

“We are proud to be a part of the Wel-
len Park neighborhood and look forward 
to showing our future residents first-class 
happiness, showcasing our extraordinary 
environment and remarkable programs and 
services,” said Dan Peterka, Grand Living’s 
president and CEO.

Once the building is completed, Grand 
Living Management will handle day-to-day 
operations and Ryan will provide asset man-
agement services. 

Ryan Companies has completed 50 senior 
living communities across the country with 
more than 500 units in Florida. This will be 
the 11th project in partnership with Grand 
Living Management and the fourth in the 
state.

COURTESY IMAGES

Above: An artist’s rendering of Grand Living’s main building. Right: A rendering of Grand 
Living Wellen Park’s cottages.

“Grand Living is the 
perfect addition to 
Wellen Park — with best-
in-class retail, restaurants 
and entertainment just 
a stone’s throw away.”
Eric Anderson, senior vice president 
of senior living development, Ryan 
Companies.

Melissa Helms
Born and raised in New Jersey, I relocated to Florida 20 
years ago after finishing college. I have lived in both 
Charlotte and Sarasota Counties 
and am knowledgeable 
about both.

I’m not just a Realtor, I’m your 
neighbor too! I’m happy to say that 

I live in Wellen Park.
Whether you’re getting ready to buy or sell, or just looking 
for some answers, my expertise and ability to ascertain the 
wants and needs of my clients will ensure you get the best 
experience possible. It’s what I love to do. 

As part of the Exit King Realty Team,
I am backed by professionals with decades of experience.

Call me today - I’m here to help you! Cell: 941-544-9652

Melissa Helms | Exit King Realty
1800 Tamiami Trail,Venice, Florida 34293

941-544-9652
mel@melissahelms.com

ee 

Expect the Best.



Our Journey.
You don’t plan for a cancer diagnosis. You begin to worry about your family, friends, work and health. 

But within 72 hours*, Florida Cancer Specialists will be by your side throughout the entire journey. 

Our doctors and nurses provide personalized, targeted treatment and clinical expertise so you can 

have peace of mind. And with world-class care that’s close to home, we’re always here to help.

We celebrate Breast Cancer Awareness Month by honoring the strength of breast cancer patients. 

We are with you, every step of the way.

ACCESS TO

NATIONAL 
CLINICAL TRIALS

FLCancer.com 

Alexander Glick, MD
Christopher Lobo, MD
Ivor Percent, MD
Arsh Singh, MD
Vance M. Wright-Browne, MD

Caring for patients at our two North Port 
and Port Charlotte locations.

Your treatment.

*All required paperwork must be provided at time of referral.
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SCF Center for Advanced Technology & Innovation.

retirees alike.  
SCF’s workforce training expands possibil-

ities for students and retirees alike. Lifelong 
learning opportunities in performing arts, 
computer basics and arboriculture are among 
classes that find an audience in all age groups. 
The college is adding new offerings all the time, 
and there is always an eye on the job market 
when determining where to expand.

Ms. Clark compares the school’s many offer-
ings to an airport hub. “It depends on your 
destination, she says. “A student can apply their 
credit hours towards their associate degree at a 
state college. Mid-career graduates can apply it 
to their current jobs or their next job. You can 
also learn for the love of learning and not apply 
it to your career. Where you want to go with it 
is entirely up to you.”

And what if you don’t know where you want 
to go?

Each student in SCF’s workforce training 
program gets a success coach. The college has 
a team of success coaches to guide students 
through academic challenges and career explo-
ration. Many students, especially those attend-
ing college for the first time, are still consider-
ing options ranging from earning an Associate 
in Arts degree and transferring to a university 
or looking for a fast springboard into a career 
“They examine goals, options and obstacles to 
overcome. It’s not a one-and-done talk. The 
success coach follows each student throughout 
their tenure at SCF.”00

Tomorrow’s Employers 
Need Workers Today

An ambitious firm can aim for the moon — 

and fills its office or shop floor with the most 
cutting-edge technology available. But if it can’t 
find enough tech-savvy workers to fill those 
jobs, its moon shot will be a dud. 

Many area corporations were stymied by that 
problem. SCF has stood in the gap to provide 
its workers the 21st century training they need.

“Today’s students are tomorrow’s workers,” 
Ms. Clark says. “Employers throughout the 
region partner with us to train or retrain their 
employees. It’s a win-win situation for employ-
er and employee alike.”

Ms. Clark notes that SCF offers both certi-
fied workforce development, workforce cer-
tificates, and associates in science degrees. 

SCF’s instruction is informed by local advisory 
boards of area businesses and chambers of 
commerce who are in touch with the needs of 
today’s employers. 

“Employers throughout the region depend 
on SCF to provide hands-on training to their 
workforce,” Ms. Clark says. SCF can provide 
training at one of its campuses, online or at a 
partner’s location.

Entrepreneurs Wanted
So far, we’ve focused on SCF’s workforce 

training for existing businesses and employ-
ees. But many of the future’s most rewarding 
jobs don’t even exist yet. American innovators 
are constantly breaking the rules, changing 

the game and creating new job possibilities. 
Creative destruction is their specialty. Even so, 
tomorrow’s entrepreneurs need a little help 
today.

And SCF provides just that.
“Our entrepreneurial training is second to 

none,” Ms. Clark says. “SCF’s 26 West Center 
is a gateway of innovation, providing entrepre-
neurs with the resources, tools and workspaces 
they need to innovate and expand.”

Future Bill Gates and Warren Buffets find a 
galaxy of possibility inside this gateway. The 
26 West Center provides a host of training, 
seminars and networking opportunities. The 
areas it explores include financing, marketing, 
technology and business practices in specific 
industries. That said, each student can set his 
or her own entrepreneurial path.

“Entrepreneurs have full access to the entire 
SCF system of resources at the 26 West Center,” 
Ms. Clark says. “That includes the expert facul-
ty and staff of our Library & Learning Center, 
and a network of professionals who serve as 
mentors, advisers and door openers.”

Future business innovators gain invaluable 
knowledge at SCF. Where will they go with it? 
Only time will tell …

But I can hardly wait. 
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West Villages Pool Spa & Home Services

We’re a licensed and insured 
employee-owned business–

you’ll always deal with an owner.

Why hire three different companies for maintaining 
your pool and home, when you can just hire one? 

We do pressure washing and sealing, pool maintenance 
and repair, and screen and cage repair.

Your pool is our #1 priority and we do it ALL. 

We proudly serve the 
WELLEN PARK COMMUNITIES.

941-408-5957
www.westvillagepool.com

Taking Care of  Your
Pool So You Don’t Have to
With Our Pool & Spa Services

Our Services Include:
WEEKLY SERVICES

Brush tile & walls
Skim top of pool & vacuum 
Monthly filter cleaning
Test water & adjust chemicals
Repairs & new equipment installs
Pressure washing & painting
Pressure washing for the entire home

Painting
Paver sanding & re-sealing
Screen & pool cage repair
Cage frame & door repair
Complete or single panel re-screening 
Tension cable adjustments
Screw change-outs

SCF
From page 2

T A K I N G  C A R E  O F B U S I N E S S

“Employers throughout the 
region partner with us to train 

or retrain their employees. It’s a 
win-win situation for employer 

and employee alike.”

— Terri Clark, SCF’s dean of 
lifelong learning and 

workforce development



Call for Homesite Availability  |  Homes from the $400s

IslandWalk offers limitless amenities and a full-time Activities Director, miles of bridges, boardwalks 
and walkways, plus, opportunities for exploring nature, staying active, connecting with others  

and just relaxing. Whatever you can imagine, you are sure to find it here.

Final Homes Now Available

Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific home being offered 
and depicts a model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Square footage 
listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. DiVosta® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. 
©2021 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 10/12/21

RESORT CAMPUS 1

IslandWalk
13591 Salinas Street, Venice, FL 34293  |   (941) 220-0548  |  DiVosta.com/IslandWalk

        RESORT  
CAMPUS 2

WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES

• Full Monthly Calendar
of Events

• 3 Clubhouses

• Modern Fitness Rooms

• 2 Resort-Style Pools

• Lap Pool & Spa

• 12 Pickleball Courts

• 8 Tennis Courts

• 6 Bocce Ball Courts

• Half Basketball Court

• Event Lawn &
Fire Pit Lounge Areas

• Outdoor Gathering Areas

• Activity & Game Rooms

• Playground

• Dog Park

• Community Garden

• And So Much More!
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PET TIPS
Keeping Your Pets Safe During the Holidays
The holiday season is here, and many pet parents plan to include their furry companions in the festivities. 
During the holiday season, starting with Halloween and ending with New Year’s Day, it is important to try to 
keep your pet’s eating and exercise habits as close to their normal routine as possible.

From veterinarian 
Andrea Daniels of West 

Villages Animal Clinic

www.westvillagesvet.com

Halloween can be particularly spooky for our furry children. The best 
Halloween plan for your furry friend is “no tricks, no treats.” Leave 
your pet at home if trick or treating. If you do choose to take your furry 
friend out, costumes should be loose enough to provide freedom of 
movement and not interfere with vision or hearing. If your pet stays 
home, the constant doorbell and strangers in weird costumes can 
be too much for them. Pets should stay away from candy and their 
wrappers, caramel apples as well — these treats or snacks can lead to 
intestinal upsets, GI blockages, and pancreatitis.

    Thanksgiving and pets go hand in hand — aren’t you forever 
thankful you have your furry friend? Before the celebration 
begins let’s ensure your Thanksgiving festivities will be as pet 
friendly as possible. Since Thanksgiving is largely about food, 
remember not all people foods are safe for pets. 
Turkey should be cooked, boneless and given in a small 
amount. Do not feed bones or skin — dogs and cats have 
a difficult time processing fatty foods like turkey skin and it 
can lead to GI injury. Some pies and cakes include harmful 
ingredients like xylitol, which can be fatal to your furry friend. 
Chocolate can be harmful to both dogs and cats and cause 
vomiting, diarrhea and seizures. 

Christmas is a favorite for pets, there’s usually a present from 
Santa under the tree for them. Here’s some helpful hints to 
keep Christmas fun, safe and enjoyable for all. Anchor your 
tree so it doesn’t tip and fall. Many cats like to climb them. 
Also, stagnant water can make our pets sick so keeping them 
from drinking the live tree water is important. Avoid mistletoe 
and holly. Both can cause nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and 
some cardiovascular issues. Lilies can cause kidney failure 
in cats so keep them away from the pretty flowers. Tinsel is 
a shiny toy for cats but ingesting it can lead to an obstructed 
digestive tract, dehydration and severe vomiting. Keep wires 
from the Christmas tree clear and contained so animals don’t 
chew on them. We like to share our foods with our pets 
during the Christmas season. It is their holiday too after all 
but keep many of the foods ( just like Thanksgiving) away 
from them. Instead, pick special treats for them — chew toys, 
kongs, stuffed catnip toy or a cat dancer. 

      New Year’s Day is fun for most, but sometimes not for your 
furry friend. Strings and thrown confetti can get lodged in a 
cat’s intestines. Noisy poppers can frighten noise sensitive 
dogs and cats. Many pets are also afraid of fireworks, so 
be sure to secure your pet in a safe and escape proof area 
to hide when close to midnight. When dealing with any get 
together during the holidays remember that some florals 
are harmful to pets. When in doubt use artificial flowers. 
Some pets become shy or protective when it’s a full house 
so sometimes putting them in a quiet room away from the 
action is the best solution.
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S H O T  A R O U N D  W E L L E N

Just Desserts Dance at Island Walk
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 1. Dick Murdock and Maeve 
Murdock

 2. Susan Carter, Dixon Carter 
and Marie Fields

 3.  Bill Barrientos and Bella 
Barrientos

 4.  Ron AlarveDan and Dana 
McCullough

 5. Doing the Electric Slide
 6. Vanessa Tinsley of Peach Wave
 7. Jim Collin and Marge Collin

3

5

6

7

21

4

COURTESY PHOTO

Atlanta Braves mascot, 
Blooper, with firefight-
ers at the Public Safety 
Awareness Day Event at 
Cool Today Park.



• Gated community of paired villas and single-family homes
offering 2-5 bedrooms, 2-4 baths, and 2-3-car garages

• Fun-filled amenities including: a clubhouse with fitness
center and multi-purpose room; resort-style pool and
spa; sports courts; tot lot; direct access to dog park and
full activities calendar

• Premier location in the vibrant hub of Wellen Park, only
2 miles to the Atlanta Braves Spring Training Facility and
future Downtown Wellen; close to I-75, award-winning
beaches, and great Sarasota District schools

• The quality and commitment to excellence of Mattamy
Homes, North America’s largest privately-owned
homebuilder and developer of Wellen Park

Five Decorated Models and New Home Gallery:
11720 Renaissance Blvd., Venice, FL 34293

(Entrance on South Tamiami Trl., just east of West Villages Pkwy.)

To learn more or schedule your appointment please call 
941-225-8515 or visit mattamyhomes.com/sarasota

Visit Mattamyhomes.com or see a Mattamy New Home Counselor for further details and important legal disclaimers. Prices, specifications, terms, conditions, all offers, home site and plan 

availability are subject to change or revocation without prior notice or obligation. This is not an offer in states where registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. E.&O.E. Builder 

#CGC1513363 MATTPA237

LIVE YOUR
BEST LIFE 
EVERYDAY

Explore all of this and more:

PAIRED VILLAS

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES 
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A L L  W E L L E N  G O O D

Wellen Park Golf & Country Club 
coming to Playmore District

Wellen Park Golf & Country Club, a new 
lifestyle neighborhood by national home-
builder Lennar is coming to Wellen Park’s 
Playmore District.

The neighborhood will consist of more 
than 1,300 condominium, coach and sin-
gle-family homes, priced from the $200s. 
Floor plans will range from 1,120 square feet 
to 3,473 square feet, and all home options will 
feature innovative design details and Lennar’s 
signature Everything’s Included® program, 
which provides homebuyers with a high level 
of standard features already included in the 
price of the homes. Features include gran-
ite countertops, stainless steel appliances and 
designer-style cabinetry.

Wellen Park Golf & Country Club will also 
include an 18-hole course and a clubhouse 
offering resort-style living and entertainment. 
Golf course construction is expected to take 
a year, and when completed, residents will 
be able to enjoy access to bundled golfing 
opportunities.

Homebuyers will have access to fast and 
dependable fiber-based solutions for TV, 
internet and phone service from Hotwire 
Communications. Residents will enjoy inter-
net speeds of up to 10Gbps, more than 100 
times faster than the average connection in 
the U.S. 

Hotwire offers the personal touch by meet-
ing individually with each customer for a one-
on-one, in-home consultation, determining 
the exact package of services and products to 
meet their individual needs.

Residents will have easy access to the com-
munity’s network of paths and trails for walk-
ing, running and biking and is conveniently 

located near Downtown Wellen and Cool 
Today Park, the spring-training home of the 
Atlanta Braves. Sales are expected to begin in 
the second quarter of 2022.

Wellen Park currently has approximately 
8,000 residents, and at full build-out will have 
more than 60,000 residents and 22,000 homes.

Now under construction, Downtown Wel-
len will feature a vibrant hub filled with shop-
ping, dining and entertainment options and 

other amenities. The mixed-use development 
will be open to residents and visitors alike 
and feature waterfront experiences, pedes-
trian-friendly streets and public community 
spaces.

Join the Wellen Park Golf & Country 
Club VIP interest list at www.wellenpark.
com/neighborhood/wellen-park-golf-coun-
try-club to be first to receive neighborhood 
updates. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Wellen Park Golf & Country Club will include an 18-hole course, clubhouse along with a variety of 
amenities.

#1 in DaVinci Robotic Surgery
You Deserve The Very Best In Health Care

A surgeon certified in general surgery 
by the American Board of Surgery has 
training, knowledge and experience 
related to the diagnosis and comprehensive 
management of surgical conditions. In fact 
Dr. Galliano is an accredited Center of Excellence Master in Colorectal 

Surgery meaning he has met nationally 
recognized standards. Dr. Galliano is 
the most experienced Colon and Rectal 
Surgeon with DaVinci Robotic Surgery 
in Lee, Charlotte, Sarasota and DeSoto 

Counties. He has performed over 1,300 DaVinci Robotic procedures.

INTEGRITY, COMPASSION, RESPECT, ACCOUNTABILITY AND EXCELLENCE

PORT CHARLOTTE • 18308 Murdock Circle, Suite 108-109
NORTH PORT • 17899 Tamiami Trail
For more information or to schedule a consultation appointment, 
please call us at 941-625-3411
Please visit our website www.gallianosurgery.com

GALLIANO SURGICAL GROUP
Call to schedule your appointment today!

Dr. Nikalesh 
Reddy
MD, FACSMDMD, FACSFACS

General Surgery
Board Certified General Surgeon 
by the American Board of General Surgery
Thoracic Oncology Surgery
Board Certified General Surgeon 
by the American Board of General Surgery

Dr. J.
Mark Kiely
MD, FACS, FASCRSMDMD, FACSFACS FA, FASCRSSCRS

General Surgery
Board Certified General Surgeon 
by the American Board of General Surgery
Colon and Rectal Surgery
Board Certified Colorectal Surgeon 
by the American Board of Colorectal Surgery

Dr. Domingo
E. Galliano Jr.
MD, FACS, FASCRSMDMD, FACSFACS FA, FASCRSSCRS

General Surgery
Board Certified by the American Board of Surgery
Colon and Rectal Surgery
Board Certified by the American Board of 
Colon and Rectal Surgery (ABCRS)
Surgical Critical Care
Board Certified by the American Board 
of General Surgery
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Wellen Park Digs Art
 Contest to Celebrate Favorite Downtown Wellen Ground-Breaking Painted Shovels

Wellen Park is holding a contest where 
people can admire the makings of a future 
Downtown Wellen art installation — custom 
painted shovels used in the recent Downtown 
Wellen groundbreaking ceremony — and 
vote for their favorites. By choosing their 
favorites, voters will actually be helping the 
local arts scene thrive. For each ballot cast, 
Wellen Park will donate $1 to the Arts and 
Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County in sup-
port of local community arts. 

Visitors may view the painted shovels at 
the Wellen Park Welcome Center through 
Nov. 24 and choose their favorites. Contest 
results will be announced in late November. 

First-, second- and third-place winners 
will each be awarded a $1,000 donation to the 
charity of their choice. Superlative category 
winners will be chosen by a select panel of 
judges and receive a $500 donation to the 
charity of their choice.

The painted shovels are a visual represen-
tation of the dedication that Wellen Park has 
to the arts, cultural experiences, wellness and 
most of all, community. 

The uniquely painted shovels were created 
by nearly 40 Wellen Park partners involved 
in the development of Downtown Wellen. 
The collection is one of several custom art 
installations planned for Downtown Wellen.

“The originality and creativity of these 
shovels truly embody the spirit of Wellen 
Park,” said Christine Masney, vice president 
of marketing for Wellen Park. “They’re truly 
a special representation of this community 
that we’re excited to share with everyone.”  

While at the Welcome Center to view the 

shovels, residents and visitors may also enjoy 
several other unique art displays. “Blooms” is 
a vibrant mural of colorful flowers painted on 
the building’s exterior walls. Indoors, another 
custom art piece is on display: “Heartfelt 

Connections,” created by Sarasota-based art-
ist Alexis Fraser, known as “Lipstick Lex.” 
The 8-by-10-foot piece is made up of lipstick 
kisses as an homage to Wellen Park’s heritage 
tree program. 

Also, inside the Welcome Center, local 
artists from the North Port Arts Center are 
regularly featured and celebrated through a 
mobile pop-up cart and nook that provides 
rotating short-term exhibit space. Guests 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Nearly 40 Wellen Park development partners painted custom shovels to celebrate the groundbreaking of Downtown Wellen. 

PEST•TERMITE•RODENT•LAWN•INSULATION

We’ll take care of your pests...
We  Residents...

So you can get back to you!

800•GO•TRULY

Call Now! Receive a FREE inspection and save $50 
off your new Pest Control or Lawn ervice agreement.

*Applicable to new annual service agreement & does not apply to Value Packages.

CCCCCCCCCCalllllllllllllllllllllllll NNNNNNNNNNNow!!!!!!! RRReceiive a FFFFFFFRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEE iiiiinnnsspecttiiion andddd save $$$$$5550000 
off your new Pest Control or Lawn

p
ervice agreement.

Pest ControlPest ControlororLawn CareLawn Care
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 1975 S. Tamiami Trail, Venice, FL    941-493-1911

 www.ReflectionsInGold.com

 GIA Certified Diamonds    Engagement Rings

 Custom Designs     Full Service Repair      Appraisals

 GIA Trained Staff
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=
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 #shesparkles

 LETS GET SOCIAL!
 @rigjewelry

 @Reflectionsingold941

 @REFLECTIONS_IN_GOLD

COURTESY PHOTOS

For every vote cast in the “Wellen Park Digs Art” painted shovels contest, Wellen Park will donate 
$1 for the love of arts to the Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County. 

“The originality and creativity of these shovels 
truly embody the spirit of Wellen Park.” 

— Christine Masney, vice president of marketing for Wellen Park

W E L L  V E R S E D

may enjoy and view the artwork on site, as 
well as purchase pieces to take home.  

Now under construction, Downtown Wel-
len will feature a vibrant hub filled with 
shopping, dining and entertainment options 
and other amenities. The mixed-use devel-
opment will be open to residents and visi-
tors alike and feature waterfront experiences, 
pedestrian-friendly streets and public com-
munity spaces. 

Phase One of Downtown Wellen is expected 
to open in the fourth quarter of 2022 and will 
include retail shops; waterfront dining and 
other restaurants; a town hall; a kids’ play-
ground and splash pad; a food truck kiosk 
area; an outfitter equipped with e-bikes, pad-
dleboards and kayaks for enjoying the active 
lake; and a three-mile health and wellness trail.

The Welcome Center is open Monday-Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. and Sunday, 12-5 
p.m.  
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Plan Your Visit to the Wellen Park Welcome Center
Step inside the Wellen Park Welcome Cen-

ter, and it’s quickly obvious that it’s much 
more than just your basic information spot. 
Yes, prospective homebuyers can learn all 
about living at the wellness-focused commu-
nity here. But it’s also a warm and welcoming 
gathering place where current residents can 
relax and meet up with friends.

Created as an immersive, interactive com-
munity hub, the Wellen Park Welcome Cen-
ter features a sleek design where artwork and 
other visual displays help tell the commu-
nity’s story. A breathtaking preserved moss 
wall that spans almost 40 feet illustrates 
Wellen Park’s neighborhoods and topogra-
phy, while a vertical electric bicycle display 
highlights the extensive trail and pathway 
network. “Heartfelt Connections,” a custom 
art piece made up of lipstick kisses created 
by Sarasota-based artist Alexis Fraser (known 
as “Lipstick Lex”), shares the story of Wellen 
Park’s heritage tree program in a unique way. 

The displays give prospective homebuyers 
a feel for the community. But they also help 
create a comfortable space where current 
residents and other visitors can spend time 
and visit with friends while enjoying a cup 
of coffee, glass of wine or craft beer from the 
adjoining Barrel & Bean café.

Barrel & Bean offers locally sourced Vene-
tian Coffee Roasters coffee and pastries in the 
morning, sandwiches and paninis for lunch, 
and small plates, wine and Venice-based 3 
Bridges Brewing craft beer for happy hour 
and dinner. It’s open to the public and oper-
ated by OTW Restaurant Group, which also 
owns Irma’s Tacos in the adjacent Market-
place shopping center.

Food and beverages can be enjoyed alfres-
co at the spacious outdoor patio lounge area 
that runs the entire length of the building. It’s 

a great spot for gorgeous sunset views, and 
a portion of the patio is shaded by a weath-
er-responsive electric pergola.

The Wellen Park Welcome Center, Barrel 
& Bean and the adjacent lawn area will also 
serve as the location for an upcoming event 
series beginning in this fall. The 18-month-
long “Countdown to Downtown” celebration 
has kicked off.

Expect a series of curated events featuring a 
range of makers, craft artisans and culinary tal-
ent. Current residents, prospective homeown-

ers and the general public will be able to get a 
feel for the community’s lifestyle and preview 
the kinds of experiences that will take place in 
Downtown Wellen once it’s completed.

Whether you already live in Wellen Park 
or are interested in learning more about the 
community, stop by the Wellen Park Wel-
come Center. If you already know why Wellen 
Park is a great place to live, come on in and 
have a seat.

Brand ambassadors at the Welcome Center 
can answer questions and guide you through 

interactive touchscreen kiosks that display 
home plans, move-in ready and quick move-
in homes and neighborhood and regional 
amenities. Look for them waiting to welcome 
you by the three-wheeled Italian Apé truck 
that’s been retrofitted as a reception desk, 
another playful touch that helps shows this is 
not your ordinary welcome center.

The Welcome Center is open 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m., Monday-Saturday, and 12 p.m.-5 p.m., 
Sunday. Call 941-499-8210 or visit www.
wellenpark.com for more information.  

COURTESY PHOTOS

Prospective homebuyers can learn all about 
living at the wellness-focused community at the 
Wellen Park Welcome Center.

WELLEN PARK 
WELCOME CENTER
>> Where: 12275 Mercado Drive, 

Venice.

>> Contact: 941-499-8210, 
www.wellenpark.com

>> Hours:  10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday, 12-5 p.m., 
Sunday.

• We prepare Individual, Estate, Trust, Small Business, Corporations, LLC, Non-Profits, 
Partnerships, Domestic and Foreign Corporations, along with all State returns.

• We have a full book-keeping and payroll department to handle all of your accounting, 
payroll, sales tax and quarterly reports.  

• We will assist you in setting up your new business and determining which is the best 
entity for your operations.

• Most of our EA’s are a Fellow of the National Tax Practice Institute (NTPI) to assist with 
representing our clients before the Internal Revenue Service with collections of past taxes or 
with unfiled tax returns. We also have experience in being called as an expert witness in court 
cases from dealing with divorce or business matters.

CAMPBELL’S ENROLLED AGENTS & COMPANY, INC. 
405 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL • Info@CampbellsEA.com • www.CampbellsEnrolledAgents.com

Business & Personal Accounting Services

Your Local CPA & Enrolled Agent 
Partners for Over 35 Years

It Only Takes One Call for All Your 
Accounting Needs 941-639-0680.

“Being a busy non-profit, we continue to do our very best for all the needy 
in our local community. With that said, over the past year it has truly been 
a pleasure working with a local community accounting and tax firm. Even 
during tax season, Campbell’s Enrolled Agents always finds time to address 
our needs quickly and professionally!”

~ Meals on Wheels of Charlotte County

Professional
Service! 

Best Place to 
Make Life a 

Little Less Taxing
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Crestview
Downsize and upgrade all at once with the Crestview home design at IslandWalk. With 1,574 
square feet, and the ability to flex up to 3 bedrooms or 2.5 bathrooms, the Crestview design 
offers a layout that is just the right size, giving you room to breathe without wasting space. Enter 
the home to a formal entry way, offering seamless sightline views of the connected living spaces 
to the outdoors. Continue to ‘wow’ your company with a cook’s kitchen suitably placed at the 
rear of the home, allowing for effortless indoor or outdoor meals with convenient access to the 
covered lanai. And, enjoy personalization options such as a multi-generational suite featuring an 
oversized bedroom with private ensuite bathroom, or the flex room offering a great opportunity 
for a home office or craft room for freeing up more space in the everyday living area. 

Sales center:
13591 Salinas Street, Venice
941-220-0548

ISLANDWALK – DIVOSTA

Specifications

Base price: From the $400s

SF: 1,574

2-3 Bedrooms

2-2.5 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single Family

| A23

Marsala
The 2,201-square-foot Marsala home is designed to entertain, featuring an open-concept kitchen 
and great room. A sumptuous owner’s suite creates a personal retreat set apart at the back of the 
home with two walk-in closets and fabulous master bath. Two additional bedrooms each have their 
own private bathroom. The den is a great home office or hobby room. The Marsala is complete with a 
spacious covered lanai and two-car garage.

Sales center:
19611 Tortuga Cay Dr.
941-214-9684

TORTUGA – LENNAR

Specifications

Base price: $364,999

SF: 2,201

3 Bedrooms + Den

3 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single Family

* Prices are subject to change without notice. 



Fort Walton
The Fort Walton creates the perfect place to spend time with family and friends. With an impressive 

3,127 square feet of living area, the four-bedroom, three-bathroom design with optional in-law suite 

offers expansive views of the outdoors from the oversized island kitchen, the breakfast nook and the 

grand living room.

Sales center: Coming Soon
18075 Home Run Drive
941.621.9307

Roma
The living is easy with a perfect 1,917 square feet of un

bedrooms plus den, two full baths, a large 2-car garag

leading to screened-in lanai.

Sales center:
23114 Copperleaf Drive, Ve
941-246-0076

The Jackson 
A spacious and elegant design, the Jackson’s standard layout includes 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a 3-car 
garage with additional storage space, and a den with a full separate mudroom and utility room. As you walk 
in the Jackson, you step through a covered entry into a long foyer. A den sits at the beginning of the house, 
creating a light-filled space for work or play. Two large bedrooms sit on the other side with a full bathroom. 
At the end of a long hallway with an optional tray ceiling, you are greeted by a large open concept space. 
The kitchen offers an informal dining nook, ample countertop and cabinet storage, and a full walk-in utility 
room. With clear sightlines, the kitchen opens out into the great room. Designed with maximum space 
for entertaining and family gatherings, the great room is backed by huge sliding glass doors that lead to 
a covered lanai. The owner’s suite is fit for any king and queen with an optional tray ceiling. The owner’s 
bathroom offers double sinks, an enclosed shower space, a separate toilet area, and a massive walk-in closet 
with the option to extend it even further. The mudroom provides a seamless transition from outdoors to indoors, 
featuring a 2-car garage with additional space that can be turned into a home gym or used for extra storage.

Sales center:
19806 Bridgetown Loop, Venice
941-208-6897

GRAN PLACE –  SAM RODGERS HOMES SARASOTA N
WCI, A LENN

OASIS – M/I HOMES

Specifications

Base price: COMING SOON!

SF: 3,127

4 Bedrooms

3 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single family

Specifications
Base price: $371,999

SF: 1,917

2 Bedrooms & Den 

2 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single Family

Specifications
Base price: $466,990

SF: 2,744 – 3,335

4-5 Bedrooms

3-5 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single Family
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Sanibel
Sanibel in Grand Palm features a generously-sized open living area at its heart, with an island kitchen 

with walk-in pantry, breakfast nook and family room, which has views into the separate dining room. 

The master suite spans one side of the home and includes a large master bedroom with coffered 

ceiling and an optional door directly to the lanai, two walk-in closets and spacious master bath with 

two sink vanities, garden tub, walk-in shower and private water closet. The Sanibel also includes two 

additional bedrooms and den. Options include a club room or fourth bedroom in lieu of the den. If 

you opt for the club room you also have the option of an extended lanai with outdoor kitchen wall..

Sales center:
21209 Wacissa Dr, Venice
941-214-9190

nder-air living space, featuring two spacious 

ge and airy and open living room with sliders 

enice

GRAND PALM – NEAL COMMUNITIESNATIONAL – 
NAR COMPANY

BOCA ROYALE – NEAL COMMUNITIES

Specifications

Base price: Low $600s

SF: 2,453

3 Bedrooms

3 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single Family

Specifications

 Base price: High $400s

 SF: 2,014

3 Bedrooms 

2 Bathrooms

 Home Type: Single Family

Meadow Brook
The Meadow Brook offers an open layout and several options for personalization. Add a den in lieu 

of the leisure room or a pool bath to the spacious lanai. You can also create a guest suite in place 

of one of the secondary bedrooms. The open gourmet kitchen comes with an island, corner walk-in 

pantry and dining nook and overlooks a spacious great room. A door from the bedroom to the lanai 

can be added in the master suite which also includes dual walk-in closets and bath with large walk-in 

shower and private water closet. This home is available in 1 or 2 story options with the optional bonus 

room adds an additional bedroom and bathroom and brings the home to 2,600 square feet.

Sales center:
1 Golf View Dr, Englewood
941-214-9760

PANTRY
REF.

DW

LOGGIA

12'-0" X 12'-0"
BEDROOM 2

BATH
A/C

WH

20'-0" X 20'-0"
2 CAR GARAGE

DW

LAUNDRY

WIC

MASTER
BATH

ENTRY
FOYER

11'-0" X 11'-0"
DEN

15'-0" X 14'-0"

MASTER
BEDROOM

KITCHEN20'-0" X 17'-0"

FAMILY
ROOM

LANAI DINING 
ROOM

12'-0" X 12'-0"
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Specifications

Base price: From the low $600s

SF: 3,395+

4-6 Bedrooms + Den

3½-4 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single family 

Willet
With a floor plan that flows effortlessly, the Willet home design offers numerous flexible living options. The 
first floor features an expansive great room, dining room, and flex room with a coffered ceiling and a 
large, covered lanai. The well-designed kitchen features a casual dining area, a large center island 
with breakfast bar, plenty of counter and cabinet space, and a spacious walk-in pantry. The primary 
bedroom suite is enhanced by a large walk-in closet and spa-inspired primary bath with a dual-sink 
vanity, a large luxe shower, linen storage, and a private water closet. Upstairs features an oversized loft 
and three secondary bedrooms, one with an ensuite bath, and another full bath with a dual-sink vanity. 
Additional highlights include a convenient powder room and drop zone, centrally located laundry, and 
extra storage.

Sales center:
152 Daylily Blvd. North, Venice
941-214-9684

Specifications

 Base price: $508,990

SF: 2,300

3 Bedrooms

2 Bathrooms

Home Type: Single family

Hampton II 
The Hampton II single-family home is carefully crafted to enhance your lifestyle with optimized living 

spaces. This open split floorplan features 3 bedrooms, a flex room, 2 baths, and a 2-car garage. As 

you walk into the Hampton II, you are welcomed by the spacious, airy designer kitchen with abundant 

countertop and cabinet space, a walk-in pantry and island with a breakfast bar. Seamlessly connected 

is the airy Great Room and dining area that are bathed in natural light. An oversized covered lanai is 

perfect for enjoying the beautiful Florida weather. The owner’s suite is a private retreat and includes a spa-

inspired owner’s bath with a large glass-enclosed shower, walk-in closet, and 2 vanities. A flex room rounds 

out the livability of this home by providing the ideal place for a home office, hobby room or living room.

Sales center:
11720 Renaissance Blvd., Venice
941-208-6375

RENAISSANCE – MATTAMY HOMES

* Prices are subject to change without notice. 
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19240 Quesada Avenue, Port Charlotte, FL 
941.743.7435

www.PantherHollowDental.com

Panther Hollow Dental Lodge is where very 
caring, considerate and competent dentistry occurs. 

state-of-the-art technology and diagnostic 
equipment for everydental need.

Cosmetics | Veneers | Teeth Whitening
Crowns | Dental Implants | Dentures

Partial Dentures Treatment of Occlusal (bite)
Disorders/TMJ Dysfunction

Dental Hygiene including Cleanings
and Periodontal Treatment

Starting left to right: Robert G. Coseo, D.D.S., Neil Seaver, D.M.D., Joseph C. Bender, D.M.D., Timothy L. Palmer, D.D.S.
Seated left to right: Ashley N. Reynolds, D.M.D., Melissa M. Duston, D.D.S.

The Best 46 Years of Dental Care 
in Charlotte County!

We now have a CONE BEAM CT, TT
used for situations when a regular 

dental x-ray is not sufficient, 
also helpful for placing implants. 

We now offer “TRIOS SYSTEM
for Dental Impressions.”

Much more comfortable for the
patient and provides an interactive 
experience for crowns, bridges, etc.

2010-2021



      New
Restaurant!

/IrmasTacos

Amazing STREET and ETHNIC TACOS from 
Executive Chef Mike Leopold of  Off The Wagon.  

Featuring CRAFT BEER  from 3 Bridges Brewing and Full Bar!

941-681-2348 • 12221 Mercado Drive • Venice, FL

MICROBREWERY 
+ GASTROPUB

VENICE’S FIRST MICRO-BREWER & BEST BURGER IN ONE PLACE!

•  L IVE MUSIC •

The best quality fresh food, craft beer and hand-crafted cocktails made in a friendly 
environment for every guest, every day. At OTW, we are constantly looking at 
new ways to enhance your experience, either by creating new exciting dishes, 
booking the best entertainment or crafting the best local brews. Visit us today 
and experience it for yourself!
941-497-2048 • 2107 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL • VENICE • www.OTWBAR.com



COFFEE • WINE • CRAFT BEER 
CRAFT FOOD

/BarrelBean

941-460-8874
12275 Mercado Drive, Ste. 2 | Venice, FL

Hours: Monday 8am-3pm | Ticketed Pairing Dinner 6:30pm
Tuesday-Saturday 8am-8pm | Sunday 8am-3pm

MONDAY 6:30PM 
WINE/BEER 

Pairing Dinners
$40 +tax+gratuity 

4 course set menu prepared by 
Executive Chef Mike and Chef Cait 

Each course served with your choice of wine or beer
Buy 3 seats get one Free!

HappyHour
TUESDAY-SATURDAY 2-6PM

$1 Off Select beer | $2 Off Select Wine

WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY
BACKYARD BBQ 

4:30-8pm
Full grill and smoker menu with sides and live entertainment

THURSDAY
SMARTPHONE TRIVIA

Weekly trivia 6:30-8pm
with the chance to win cash in the weekly bonus game.

FRIDAY
#SUNSETONTHEPATIO 

Live music 5-8pm

SATURDAY
SOCIAL SATURDAY

Live music on the patio 5-8pm

SUNDAY
BRUNCH ON THE PATIO

$6 prosecco with/without juice
$16 Bottomless mimosa

Breakfast 
Monday-Saturday 8-11am and Sunday All Day!
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Step Back into Elegant Old Florida at Historic Boca Grande
BY PATRICIA HORWELL

Editor, Wellen Park Journal

Boca Grande or Gasparilla Island, play-
ground of presidents and celebrities, lies 
about a 30-minute ride and a $6 toll from 
Wellen Park, making it the perfect day trip 
for residents and their out-of-town guests. 
And although the island has played host 
to the George H. W. Bush family, Thomas 
Edison, Henry Ford, Audrey Hepburn and 
others, it manages to maintain its small town, 
laid-back charm.

The fishing here is great and has been 
attracting visitors for more than 100 years.  
Boca Grande is known as the tarpon capi-
tal of the world. Strictly a catch and release 
event, tarpon fishing is not for the faint of 
heart. The tarpon, known as the silver king, 
is a difficult creature to hook and hang onto 
but an experienced captain can help even 
novice anglers. Tarpon run from April to 
October, but the best fishing is during April 
and May. Book a trip with a captain out of 
one of the island’s several marinas, including 
Whidden’s Marina, on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Boca Grande’s white sand beaches are 
famous among shell collectors and there are 
two old lighthouses to explore. Gasparilla 
Island State Park on the south end of the 
island is home to one of them. Admission to 
the park is cash only and based on the honor 
system. 

Originally known as the Gasparilla Island 
Light Station, the Port Boca Grande Light-
house is the oldest structure on the island 
and has operated since 1890.  It is home to 
a museum that opened in 1999 and is open 
to visitors from 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Tuesday 

through Saturday and is closed Sunday and 
Monday, as well as during the month of 
August and on major holidays.

The museum covers cultural and social 
history of the area dating from 12,000 B.C. 
to the present.  It contains a nature room 
featuring a “please touch” area with local 

bones, fossils and shells. The museum gift 
shop offers souvenirs, local artwork and jew-
elry. All proceeds from the gift shop and 
donations to the museum directly support 
the lighthouse, local state parks, Gasparilla, 
Cayo Costa, Don Pedro and Stump Pass, and 
educational programs.

Bring your bike along when you visit and 
cycle the picturesque 6.5-mile path that runs 
the length of the island. 

The quaint town offers plenty of shopping 
and restaurant fare. Or pick up a picnic lunch 
at one of the local grocers. A popular lunch 
stop is the Pink Elephant, which is affiliated 

PHOTOS BY PATRICIA HORWELL / WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

The historic Port Boca Grande Lighthouse was originally known as the Gasparilla Island Light Station. 

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE!DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE!

(941) 391-2467(941) 391-2467
RESPECTABLE PAVER, TRAVERTINE & CONCRETE SEALING

The Boutique - Style Company that provides luxury level service 
which will impress even the most discerning of customers!

www.RespectableGroup.comwww.RespectableGroup.com



with the century-old Gasparilla Inn & 
Club. You might try the Jumbo Lump 
Crab & Shrimp Caesar, which is chock 
full of delectable crab and shrimp or the 
BBQ Beef Brisket Sandwich (bring your 
appetite). Wash it all down with a Pretty 
in Pink martini or an ice-cold craft beer.

Finally, be sure to visit the elegant 
Gasparilla Inn & Club with its extrav-
agant accommodations, including lux-
ury suites and cottages. Or dine in 
the restaurant. And if you’re feeling 
flush, stay the night. The inn is closed 
summers and reopens each year in 
mid-October.  
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Gasparilla Inn and Club.

Lunch at the Pink Elephant is not to be missed. The beach at Gasparilla Island State Park.

There is no lack of shopping on Gasparilla Island.

The BEST place to go for 
beautiful American made
custom window treatments.

2016-2021

2842 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte
941-627-5444  absoluteblinds.com

Specializing 
In Hardwood
Plantation 
Shutters.
FREE IN HOME 
ESTIMATES!

Celebrating

21
IN BUSINESS

YEARS!

Absolute Blinds Etc. Inc
• Vertical Blinds • Motorization • Vertical Wraps
• Cellular Shades • Wood Plantation Shutters • Panel Tracks
• Roller Shades Shutters • Solar Shades • Pleated Shades

We offer remote control options
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ALWAYS THE NEWEST AND INNOVATIVE IN L IGHTING AND FANS

Traditional 
to Contemporary
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY!
1089-B Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte | 941-627-5353
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday Seasonal

www.lightideasinc.com

IVISISITT UOUOURRR SHSHSHOWOWOWROROROOMOMOM TTTODODODAYAYAY!!!

IIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN AND FANSNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGG AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

TTTTrraaaddddiiiiittttttttiiiiiioooooooooonnnnaalll 
tttoooooo CCCCCCooonnnttteeeemmmmmmmmppppooooooorrrrrraaaaaaaaaaarrrrryyyyyyyyyy
VIVIV SISITT OUOUR
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Cleaning Up Coastal Waters Is Focus of Local Volunteers
BY NANCI THEORET

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Tangles of fishing line.
Barnacle-encrusted crab traps.
Bait buckets.
Tires.
PVC pipe.
A drone.
For more than 20 years, scuba divers and 

other volunteers with the Suncoast Reef Rov-
ers have removed a laundry list of lost, 
abandoned and discarded debris from the 
waters of Venice’s popular Gulf of Mexico 
destinations. Mangled fishing rods and gear 
wedged in the rocks of the North and South 
Jetties. Beach chairs and umbrellas resting 18 
feet below on the ocean floor. A water-logged 
beanbag chair. 

“We’re kind of like the small dive club 
that can,” says Ken Lackmann, a longtime 
member who dove with the volunteers before 
assuming the duties of underwater debris 
cleanup events coordinator 11 years ago. 
“We provide environmental aid and coastal 
stewardship. If this debris was left year after 
year, it would end up snagging the sea life and 
creatures living in these habitats.”

The Reef Rovers conduct five to six annu-
al underwater cleanups, each requiring a 
cadre of scuba divers, snorkelers, kayakers, 
shore-based helpers. It is a herculean effort 
to coordinate. Mr. Lackmann has to fac-
tor in early-morning slack tides coinciding 
with nonholiday weekends — usually only a 
handful a year — plus diver-friendly warm 
water temperatures and other variables as 
unpredictable as the weather. 

Although the Reef Rovers number only 
38 paid members, their cleanups attract a 

growing number of volunteers — families, 
father-and-daughter dive teams, high school 
students, Girl Scout troops, environmental 
groups, email recipients, Facebook followers 
and tourists heeding the call for help.  

“More people are asking to help out,” Mr. 
Lackmann says. “The more eyes and helpers 
we can have, the more underwater trash we 
can bring up.” 

A North Jetty cleanup in September drew 
51 volunteers, including 25 divers, three 
police boats and assistance from Sea Tow 
Venice, which donates the mechanical mus-
cle and the technology to hoist the heaviest 
objects. 

“If we had 50 divers, we still wouldn’t have 
enough,” Mr. Lackmann says. “Sometimes 

the visibility is only two to three feet which is 
difficult when you’re looking through rocks.” 

It all adds up — 862 pounds of trash col-
lected during the recent North Jetty cleanup, 
an average of 500 to 800 pounds per event, up 
to six times a year over 20 years. 

“If it weren’t for the Reef Rovers the north 
and south jetties of Venice, which are popu-
lar with tourists, would be very littered and 
very hazardous,” says Ronda Ryan, director 
of Sarasota Bay Watch which participates. 
“Abandoned fishing gear and nets will ruin 
the habitat and decrease the amount of fish 
there. By cleaning and maintaining these 
areas, they’re ensuring a healthy fish popula-
tion in a heavily visited tourist area.”

During the September dive, the group 

removed 146 pounds of steel, 142 pounds of 
fishing line, 113 pounds of nets, 80 pounds 
of lead, 75 pounds of miscellany, 72 pounds 
of tires, 55 pounds of rope, and numerous 
other items. All collected in an area about the 
length of a football field.

It’s true what they say about another man’s 
junk. Sarasota Bay Watch sifts through the 
debris, recycling, reusing and repurposing 
items for educational outreach. The nonprof-
it fashioned a mermaid from nets, lines, lures, 
buoys and other derelict fishing gear.

“We have a spectacular relationship with 
the Reef Rovers,” says Ms. Ryan. “They’re 
a very strong, enthusiastic group who are 
laser-focused at what they do. They’re very 
knowledgeable about local conditions and 

COURTESY PHOTO

Suncoast Reef Rovers volunteer members at an underwater cleanup event.
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Suncoast Reef Rovers volunteers inspect debris recovered from the ocean floor.

“We provide environmental aid and coastal 
stewardship. If this debris was left year after 
year, it would end up snagging the sea life 

and creatures living in these habitats.”
— Ken Lackmann, Suncoast Reef Rovers member

the troublesome sites.”
The group also accommodates special 

requests. Members have repositioned Venice 
Beach swim buoys moved by storms, cleaned 
up the waters around Higel Park, the Venice 
Yacht Club and the marina at the Crow’s 
Nest Bar & Grill — places where current 
and conditions aren’t conducive to retrieving 
something accidentally dropped overboard.

While they’ll continue to expand their base 
of volunteers and cleanups, the group is the 
process of creating an artificial reef snorkel-

ers and divers can visit just off the beach. And 
just like the Reef Rovers’ cleanups, the project 
will extend to the community.

“We want to involve middle and high 
school kids in the actual design,” says Mr. 
Lackmann who plans to retire by then. “We 
want them to figure out the best patterns for 
75 to 100 reef balls. The winner will get a cash 
award, free diving lessons and their name on 
one of the artificial reef balls.”

For more information or to volunteer, visit 
www.suncoastreefrovers.org.  

A L L  W E L L E N  G O O D

Care That’s More 
Than Skin Deep.

CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD OF DERMATOLOGY AND DIPLOMATES OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DERMATOLOGY.

Our goal is to help you maintain healthy, beautiful skin.

Call to Schedule an Appointment Today! 
941-486-1404

897 East Venice Avenue, Suite A • Venice, FL 34285
Appointments Available Monday-Friday: 8am-4pm

www.veniceavederm.com

Jeffrey R. Hunek, M.D., Lee R. Lumpkin, III, M.D., 
Monica L. Walker, M.D.

Amy Demonbreun, APRN
Tina McBride, Licensed Medical Aesthetician

For over two decades, Venice Avenue Dermatology 
providers have been delivering expert care to patients 
in Venice and the surrounding areas. Let us help you 
feel healthy and beautiful!

Treating all diseases of the skin, hair and nails.

yyyFFoorr oovveerr ttwwoo ddddeeccaaaaddddeess VVeenniiccee AAvveenuuee DDeerrmmaatttoolloooogggyyyy

Now Offering Aesthetic Services! Welcoming New Patients!

941-624-0077 • FriendlyFloors.com
3785 Tamiami Trail •

Lic. # AAA00101150

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE FINANCING 
(W.A.C. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.)

Thankful to be Voted #1 Flooring Store 
in Charlotte County for 16 Years in a row!

Charlotte
County

Chamber
Small

Business 
of the Year

Punta Gorda
Chamber of
Commerce

Business 
of the Year

$125 OFF
INSTALLED PURCHASES OF $999 OR MORE!

Flooring for your Lifestyle and Budget
HARDWOOD • WATERPROOF PLANK • CARPET • TILE & STONE • LAMINATE

• Complimentary Estimates

• Free Shop At Home Service

• Friendly & Experienced Design Staff

• Guaranteed Expert Installation



A34    FALL 2021 www.WellenParkJournal.com     WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

Paver Pool Decks & Driveways, Clean-Seal-Repair-Re-Color Service,
Custom Painting Interior-Exterior, All Surface Restoration And Repairs

Let us give your home a 
STARSHINE.

STARSHINESTARSHINE

2-COATS SEALER
DRIVEWAYS & POOL DECKS

Serving Commercial Businesses & Residential Homes

STARSHINE INC.
Sal Munno, Owner  |  941-627-0060

Lic.# AAA0008951

S

FALL
SPECIAL:

10% Discount on 
Paver Seal

Our Secret 
Ingredient is Love!

Kickstart your morning with us!

941-493-7170
www.yummiesdonuts.com

Home of the 
“Sticky Pig”

Scratch making DONUTS and slow smoking BBQ!
This is a special place where DONUTS and BBQ live happily ever after.

W H Y I  L I V E  H E R E

New York Couple Plants Roots in Island Walk
BY NANCI THEORET

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Geoff and Carol Gurock did something 
others only dream of — they left their old 
lives behind. The couple, from Long Island, 
New York, sold their house and everything 
they couldn’t fit into four carry-on size suit-
cases, loaded dogs Chance and Shelby into 
their SUV, and headed south in search of new 
adventures and a new life in Florida. Miles 
and months later, they found it in the people 
and places of Venice and Wellen Park. 

“It was very out of character for two 
organized people who are normally very 
detailed in their planning,” Geoff chuckles. 
“The snowblower sold first so there was no 
turning back.” 

Carol was about to retire from teaching in 
June 2019; Geoff, a sales rep for a safety equip-
ment manufacturer, could travel and work 
anywhere. And their youngest son had just 
announced he was flying the coop, “following 
his heart — and his girlfriend — to north-
ern California,” says Geoff. “Unexpectedly, we 
were about to become empty nesters.”

The Gurocks’ adventures took them to 
Delaware, the Carolinas and ultimately to 
Florida where their only set-in-stone plan 
was to spend a month in Delray Beach and 
another in Naples — destinations they’d 
previously visited on vacations. They were 
delayed in Delray after Chance required vet-
erinary care. With Naples no longer on their 
itinerary, the couple was at a loss. 

“We thought we would know by then 
where we would want to live,” says Geoff. 
“We were asking ourselves where to go next. 
I remember someone once telling us they 
loved Venice and we had never been there. 

So once again, we packed up the car and the 
dogs and headed west.”

Whether they were dining at a down-
town Venice restaurant, visiting the Ringling 
Museum in Sarasota or waving to neighbors 
from a 10-day rental in Gran Paradiso at 

Wellen Park, the couple noticed a discernible 
difference: “People are a lot friendlier down 
here,” Geoff says. “We felt welcomed by oth-
ers who had made the journey before us.”

There was the woman who showed Carol 
how to find sharks’ teeth on Venice Beach. 

(“Once you see them, you can’t unsee them,” 
she laughs.) Doctors and other professionals 
who were more causal than their northern 
counterparts. And neighbors who welcomed 
them with open arms.

The Gurocks quickly acclimated to life at 

COURTESY PHOTO

Geoff and Carol Gurock.
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Wellen Park, renting an unfurnished home 
in IslandWalk. They even scored an invitation 
to the block party the day before their official 
move in. The spartan lifestyle — the one 
without furniture, art or belongings — was 
about to catch up. “We had lawn chairs and 
a mattress and were going to have to look 
at white walls for a year,” Geoff says. “It was 
getting old really quick.”

So, they bought in IslandWalk, finally find-
ing that place to call home, where their daily 
4.5-mile walk begins every morning just 
outside the door, a flex room is now Carol’s 
studio and the white of a wall is glimpsed 
behind Carol’s paintings and Geoff ’s photo-
graphs, all inspired by the beauty of Florida 
and its wildlife. A home where they’ve made 
the best friends they’ve ever had.

“We’ve met so many people,” says Geoff. 
“It feels like I’ve known them my whole life. 
It’s like when you were a kid and you’d go to 
your neighbor’s house and if they weren’t in, 
you’d go to the next house. You’d always find 
someone who was in. It feels like I’ve had 
these friendships for years.”

Now retired to pursue photography full 
time, Geoff praises the community lifestyle, 
amenities and convenience. “There’s gyms, 
pickleball, great shows, bands and dancing. 
You can be busy all the time. Sometimes we 
wonder how we managed to squeeze in a 
whole day working. 

The Gurocks are also within walking dis-
tance of Downtown Wellen, eight miles from 

Manasota Key and close to the Venice Art 
Center where they’re members. Carol has 
started golf, Geoff plans to learn soon.

“We love going to the theaters in Sarasota,” 
he says. “In New York City, it was a chore. It 
required a plan. Here, it’s just an easy drive. 
We have the best of everything.”

“I feel like we went on vacation and forgot 
to go home.” 

GEOFF GUROCK / 
COURTESY PHOTOS

Photos of Caspers-
en Beach, above,  
and a heron at 
South Jetty by 
Geoff Gurock.

“The snowblower sold 
first so there was no 

turning back.”
— Geoff Gurock

W H Y I  L I V E  H E R E
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Arts and Cultural Alliance 
Is Alive and Well

BY CHARMAINE ENGELSMAN-ROBINS

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Jim Shirley has been the director of the 
Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County 
since 2006. In that role he works to pro-

mote artistic endeavors 
in the community and 
in the schools. Although 
it was a challenging 
year, arts organizations 
showed their creativity 
by entertaining the pub-
lic in new and different 
ways. They developed 
new and ingenious ways 
to carry on — virtual 
attendance for perfor-

mances and classes, clos-
ing box offices and selling 
tickets online, changing the 
physical formation of how 
arts are presented and audi-
ences situated. There was 
singing on flatbed trailers 
and outdoor performances and concerts in 
parks all over the community.  

And Mr. Shirley had a hand in making that 
happen,

“We are the only official arts agency to be 
recognized by statute,” Mr. Shirley says. “We 
are not a county agency but an independent 
501c3, eligible to receive money from such 
sources as specialty license plate sales; with 
that we are able to bestow grants.”

The source of this grant money is the bed 
tax; one-half of each penny is designated for 

the arts, or more specifically, to be shared with 
arts groups that attract tourists. How much 
can those half-pennies add up? Mr. Shirley 
reports that last year the Alliance distributed 
$2 million in grants. 

Two million dollars — compiled one 
half-penny at a time.  

The alliance is member-powered and advo-
cates for arts and culture in Sarasota County. 
It was founded in 1986 and has administered 
more than $26 million in grants to area artists 
an and arts organizations. 

The organization works to make sure that 
arts and culture remain a priority so this 
vibrant, creative community continues to 
flourish. Alliance staff achieves this through 
advocacy, education and community outreach.

Mr. Shirley’s position with the Alliance 
allows him to speak to offi-
cials like members of the 
Board of County Commis-
sioners, for example, not 
just as Citizen Shirley but as 
the voice of 5,000 alliance 
members. 

And thanks to those voices, Sarasota Coun-
ty will continue to remain the arts hub of 
Florida. 

“We were participating in 5Ks and fun runs and 
thought it would be wonderful to host our own as 

another way to be part of the community.”
— David Valentino, co-owner of Bocca Lupo

SHIRLEY

To Join Arts and Cultural 
Alliance of Sarasota
>> You needn’t be an artist of any 

type to become a member of 
the Arts and Cultural Alliance of 
Sarasota. Just visit 
www.sarasotaarts.org.

Tuesday night, donating a portion of the 
entire proceeds from food, alcohol, dine in 
and dine out sales at all three locations to 
that night’s local charity, schools or com-
munity groups. Interested groups can sign 
up on the restaurant’s website.

“It’s important for us to be part of 
the community,” says Mr. Valentino. “We 
opened the Wellen Park restaurant at the 
worst possible time and for the first nine 
months were under one level of restric-
tion or another. We were frightened. The 

welcome we received and the community 
support gives me goosebumps. We were 
one of the first restaurants in Wellen Park. 
People identify their community by the 
small businesses in it. Every little commu-
nity has their own local food and pizza 
is very local, microlocal. Now we’re fully 
open and mobbed every day. The Wellen 
Park restaurant is every bit as successful as 
the others. We belong to the Wellen Park 
community.” 

A R O U N D  T O W N

COURTESY PHOTO

Howl at the moon 5K medals awarded to participants.
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Sample menu offering: seared sea scallops and Florida lobster tail with herbed risotto topped with 
roasted tomato-anchovy brown butter and aged balsamic.

COURTESY IMAGE

A rendering of The Nook dining area, featuring three majestic oak trees that were relocated from 
within Wellen Park.

SALTY BULL
From page 1
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The new restaurant is the latest concept 
from the OTW Restaurant Group , which has 
already brought to the area the Off the Wagon 

micro-brewery and restaurant in Venice, as 
well as Barrel & Bean in the Wellen Park 
Welcome Center and Irma’s Tacos, Craft Beer 
and Tequila Bar in the Marketplace.

The Salty Bull will be a chef-driven and 
approachable steakhouse presenting a top 
shelf raw bar featuring the finest and freshest 
seafood from Florida and other premium 
American sources only.

“We’re planning to deliver more elevated 
culinary options that foodies are looking for as 
they look to dine closer to home,” says Tommy 
Villani, managing partner with OTW.

“The contemporary American menu will 
visually present steaks and seafood in fun new 
innovative way.”

Mr. Villani says that the platings should lead 
to “Instagram-worthy food” that people will 

want to take a picture of as they dine. 
Executive Chef Mike Leopold, who oversees 

the menus for all OTW restaurants, has begun 
posting potential menu items once a week 
on the Salty Bull’s Facebook page to gauge 
reaction to his ideas.

“The feedback has been incredibly positive,” 
Mr. Villani says. “I think there’s a huge void in 
this area for this type of concept.”

“We’re planning to deliver more elevated 

culinary options that foodies are looking for as 

they look to dine closer to home.”

— Tommy Villani, managing partner with OTW

MEET THE BUTTERBURGER
®

MEEEEEETTT TTHEE  BBBUUTTTTEEERRBBUUURRRGGGEER

$1 off regular menu price. Please no substitutions. Not valid 
with any other offer. Value 1/200 cent. Limit one offer per 

® of Northport, FL.

$1 OFF
The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger®

596-0521

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CULVER’S RESTAURANT:

Culver’s of North Port, FL
5648 Tuscola Blvd
North Port, FL 34287
(941) 876-3681

North Port, FL

596-0521

Reproductions of this offer are not accepted.

Fresh, never frozen beef seared after
you order, topped with a lightly buttered,

toasted bun and served with a smile.

SEARED AFTER YOU 
ORDER TO LOCK IN 
FLAVOR

CROWNED WITH A 
LIGHTLY BUTTERED, 
TOASTED BUN

© 2020 Culver Franchising System, LLC. 11/20

Your One-Stop Destination for Pressure Washers and Surface Cleaners
35+ Years of Experience | Walk-In Repairs | Products From Top Brands

• Full line of Pressure Washers for 
Residential and Commercial Applications

• Su�ace Cleaner Sales and Repairs
• Top-Quality Hose Reels
• Paint Sprayer Repairs

• Commercial and Residential Generator Sales
• Complete Cleaning Equipment Repairs
• Exceptional Pressure Washer and Su�ace 

Cleaner Rentals

They are always ready to assist right away with any repairs
we bring in. Good service, good people. ~ Chris S

They are very knowledgeable and do work for a reasonable 
rate. Will be going to Clean Machines anytime I need things 
for my pressure washing business! ~ Connor

Testimonials

Find out more call 941-218-6132 | 115 Corporate Way, Suite B | Venice | www.CleanMachinesVenice.com



One proposed menu item 
is crispy duck breast, crispy 
fried salt-and-pepper rice 
noodles, and sweet and sour 
zucchini with hoisin sauce. 
Another is horseradish 
panko-crusted swordfish, 
Old Bay potato pancake, 
Bloody Mary broth, and 
mustard aioli with a micro-
cilantro-celery leaf garnish.

A fun idea is the 
Porterhouse “steak-cuterie” 
board for two featuring 
grilled porterhouse, Tuscan 
tomato bread salad, grilled 
asparagus, Caesar wedges, 
pickled cherry peppers, 
figs, chimichurri and bleu cheese butter.

A highlight of the Salty Bull will be its full-
service raw bar bursting with oysters, shrimp, 
crab legs and much more. It will be placed 
front and center as people enter, sure to whet 
appetites as guests arrive.

Similar to Irma’s, the Salty Bull will have 
a concrete bar top. There will be tile façade 
at the bar and a huge liquor display reaching 
from the bar top to the ceiling, including 
a temperature-controlled wine storage 
enclosure. Expect high-end wines, cocktails, 
whiskeys and bourbons.

Mr. Villani said the decor will be upscale but 
not white tablecloth, with white brick walls, 
restored wood tables, and an eclectic mix of 
leather chairs and booths.

“When people go out, they want a 
memorable experience in an on-trend, 
contemporary atmosphere.”

The dining room will seat about 80 to 100, 
with seating outside for about 50 and at the 
bar for 20.

Opening is anticipated in the fourth quarter 
of 2022 or beginning of 2023.

Follow Salty Bull updates at facebook.com/
saltybullrawbar. 

COURTESY IMAGE

The Salty Bull will be located in the mixed-use building.
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        Sample menu offering: oysters wellenfellers broiled on the half shell and topped with gouda, 
bacon, roasted red peppers, lemon aioli and scallions.

“The feedback has been incredibly positive. 

I think there’s a huge void in this area 

for this type of concept.”

— Tommy Villani, managing partner with OTW
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The Arts Are Back
Making music again with the Venice Symphony

BY NANCI THEORET

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Intermission is over!
After an 18-month pause, the Venice Sym-

phony returns to the stage Nov. 19-20 with 
the entire lineup of guest artists originally 
booked for the lost season — 2020-21. It’s an 
impressive feat given the backlog of missed 
concert dates; musicians and managers are 
scrambling to reschedule as music returns to 
the masses.

“It’s a 100-to-one longshot to get all of 
our guest artists from last year’s season,” 
says Venice Symphony conductor and music 
director Troy Quinn, now in his third sea-
son. “They’re all excited to come to Venice 
and perform. I’ve been talking to (world-re-
nowned piper) Eric Rigler about his concert 
for two years now and it’s going to feel like 
a wonderful reunion when he’s here. We’re 
eager to make music again.”

The 2021-22 season, the orchestra’s 47th, 
showcases classical music with the mod-
ern-day nuances of Broadway, Hollywood, plus 
genre-spanning homages to “Game of Thrones” 
and the DC and Marvel comics universe, per-
sonally selected by the young conductor. 

“We’re combining genres this season,” says 
Mr. Quinn. “I get to be pretty adventurous in 
programming. There’s a variety of enlighten-
ing and entertaining selections, something 
for everyone. It’s going to be a great season.” 

Performing at the 1,089-seat Venice Per-
forming Arts Center, the Venice Symphony 
typically plays to sold out audiences. For its 
2019-20 season, which was cut short by the 
worldwide pandemic, it boasted 1,800 sub-

scribers to four concerts and sold out 16 of 
the 17 concerts. 

“We are excited for the community to 
know we’re back and their seats are waiting 
for them,” says Christine Kasten, president 
and CEO. “Based on our ticket sales, we see 
that people are ready to come back.”

The new season opens with “Brahms and 
the Boys,” featuring Thomas Hooten, “one 

of the greatest trumpeters of our times,” says 
Mr. Quinn. It continues through April with 
jaunts to comic land, La La Land, winter 
wonderland and Scotland.

The Venice Symphony was founded in 
1974 to inspire, unite and transform lives 
through music. Since its humble beginnings 
with an 86-year-old French horn player, an 
8-year-old violinist and an ensemble of vol-

unteer musicians, the orchestra has grown 
to more than 75 accomplished professional 
musicians from all over the country.

Pre-concert discussions with Mr. Quinn, 
soloists and musicians are offered prior to 
each performance. They are free and open to 
the public. 

For tickets and information call 941-207-
8822 or visit thevenicesymphony.org. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The Venice Performing Arts Center

welcome to

Venice, Florida
Wellen Park

Perfectly situated in Sarasota County between the Gulf of 
Mexico and Myakka River, the new community of

Wellen Park, Florida provides the opportunity do a little bit 
of everything. Just 15 minutes from beautiful beaches.

New Homes in America’s 5th fastest 
selling communities are available from 

the $250s and up.

Assisting Buyers and Sellers with their Real Estate Needs!
Complementary Price Opinion on your Home.

Give Jan a call!
203.982.4636

Jan Hlywa, Professional Realtor
www.VeniceSarasotaConnections.com

email: jan.hlywa@cbrealty.com
Covering Venice to Sarasota plus surrounding towns.

Wellen Park
VV iii Fl idd

WWellen ParkWellen Park



WELLEN PARK JOURNAL    FALL 2021   A41

2021-22 Concert Season
Brahms and The Boys

Nov. 19-20
The symphony opens its 47th season with 

Johannes Brahms’ “Symphony No. 4 in E 
Minor,” hailed as “a visionary masterpiece” 
and ranked sixth of all classical sympho-
nies by the BBC. Thomas Hooten, principal 
trumpet of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
performs on Haydn’s “Trumpet Concerto in 
E-Flat Major” and the modern classic “God 
Only Knows.” 

A Holly Jolly Holiday
Dec. 17-18
A time-honored tradition with a twist 

featuring classic carols and Hanukkah 
music, the concerts cover beloved classics, 
music from “The Nutcracker” and holiday 
film favorites. Sarasota’s Key Chorale, the 
area’s premier symphonic chorus, is sched-
uled to perform Handel’s majestic “Hallelu-
jah Chorus” and lead a traditional sing-along.

Under the Big Top: A Tribute 
to the Circus

Jan. 14-15  
Celebrate the area’s ties to the circus at this 

captivating concert accompanied by images 
from the Ringling Circus Museum. Selec-
tions include the “Gypsy Overture,” music 
from “The Lion King,” “Swan Lake” and even 
the can-can. Guest soloist Coya Bailey Jones 
performs “Never Enough” from “The Great-
est Showman.” 

A Night at the Oscars
Feb. 4-5
World-renowned piper Eric Rigler reprises 

his original soul-stirring performance of “My 

Heart Will Go On” from the movie “Titanic” 
as well as tributes to “Braveheart,” “For-
rest Gump,” “The Godfather,” “Rocky,” “The 
Magnificent Seven,” “La La Land,” “Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s” and more. 

Superheroes and 
Schumann

Feb. 25-26 
The Venice Symphony Orchestra trans-

ports audiences from Jean Sibelius’ “Fin-
landia” to “Thor: The Dark World” with 
stops in the Marvel and DC universes. The 
concert concludes with Robert Schumann’s 
“Symphony No. 4 in D Minor” featuring 
concertmaster Marcus Ratzenboeck. 

Game of Romes
March 18-19 
The rousing score of “Ben-Hur” opens the 

program, followed by intermezzos from Mas-
cagni and Puccini, the theme from “Game 
of Thrones” and Rossini’s masterpiece, the 
“William Tell Overture.” The finale is Felix 
Mendelssohn’s “Symphony No. 4,” also 
known as the “Italian Symphony.”  

Fantasy, Firebird, and 
Fabiola

April 22-23 
Hailed by The New York Times as “playing 

with extraordinary precision and luminos-
ity,” violinist Fabiola Kim solos on Ralph 
Vaughan Williams’ “The Lark Ascending,” 
Wagner’s “Ride of the Valkyries” and music 
from “Chariots of Fire” and “How to Train 
Your Dragon” and leads the symphony to 
a rousing season finale on Igor Stravin-
sky’s “The Firebird Suite.” 

W E L L  V E R S E D

“We’re combining 
genres this season. 

There’s a variety 
of enlightening 

and entertaining 
selections, 

something for 
everyone. It’s going 

to be a great 
season.” 

— Troy Quinn, Venice 
Symphony conductor 

and music director

PHOTO BY ROB SHANAHAN

Tom Hooten

COURTESY PHOTO

Fabiola Kim
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Find Your Piece of

Let me help you with all your real
estate needs - whether you are buying
or selling; if this is your primary home
or 2nd home, I will take you through

the process from start to finish!

Jackie Robertson
REALTOR®

Full Time
Wellen Park Resident

since 2006

www.jackievenicehomes.com

jackie.robertson@floridamoves.com
941.441.7223
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The many development partners of Wellen 
Park, local officials and community members 
used the shovels they artistically painted to 
begin the earthmoving process. The shovels will 
be featured as a permanent art installation once 
Downtown Wellen opens.

“We wanted to do something forward 
thinking with the same synergy that one will 
feel when visiting Downtown Wellen,” said Rick 
Severance, president of Wellen Park.

The event perfectly captured the lifestyle 
vibe that has made Wellen Park so attractive to 
homebuyers. 

Guests were able to put together fresh flower 
bouquets from a mobile floral vendor, enjoy 
specialty drinks from a retrofitted vintage 
horse trailer-turned modern boutique bar and 
participate in an interactive painting station 
where they decorated pavers that will be used 
as part of a colorful walkway in the playground 
area of Downtown.

Downtown Wellen will feature an 80-acre 
lake, retail shops, numerous dining options, 
pedestrian-friendly streets and walkways, a 
permanent food truck park, a great lawn and 
a Town Hall that will host concerts and events. 
Residents and visitors alike will enjoy relaxing 
in the hammock grove and gathering under 
a giant heritage oak tree, nearly 100 years old.

The food truck park will include one from 
the Atlanta Braves, serving ballpark fare in 
Downtown Wellen.

Even the youngest residents will enjoy the 
downtown space with its natural playground, 
designed to appear as part of the landscape. 

“We are designing a downtown that functions 
from morning to late evening,” Mr. Severance 
says. “Take a morning walk, meet for a business 
lunch or enjoy an evening concert. People want 

DOWNTOWN
From page 1

“We are designing a downtown that functions from morning to late evening. Take a 
morning walk, meet for a business lunch or enjoy an evening concert. People want a 

purpose, with things to do and experiences they will remember.”
— Rick Severance

 PHOTOS BY ANNALEE HULL

Drink Bar ready for Downtown Wellen groundbreaking guests 

Full Service Veterinary 
Care for Your Cat!

3135 Bobcat Village Center Road, North Port

941-200-5779

Telemedicine Consults 
Now Available

Americans are able to choose health insurance from leading carriers on the federal 
marketplace. You may qualify for premium tax credits (APTC), and depending on your 
household income subsidies to help lower your deductible and cost sharing.  Don’t know 
where to begin? Let us help you get the best coverage at the best price and take
advantage of all the cost savings you are entitled to! We are Certified 
for the Federal Marketplace.

As your health insurance advocate, we are committed 
to protecting your privacy and the information you 
provide to us.

healthinsurancemarketplaceusa.com

Individual & Family Insurance
Shop For Affordable 
Health Insurance From 
The Health Marketplace 
Or Short Term Coverage

Superior Customer Support

Broad Selection
A licensed agency and not a health insurance 
company. We offer plans from multiple
companies in your area.

Best Prices
Health Insurance rates are filed and regulated 
by your state’s Department of Insurance so our 
rates will be the lowest rates filed in your state.

Fast Processing
Health Insurance Marketplace USA can 
assist you with online processing of your 
application for best results!

Our knowledgeable and friendly licensed staff will help 
you make the most of your premium dollars and help 
with claims questions with professional, unbiased service.

naaHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHuuuuuuuummmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaa

REHHHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLTTTTTTTTTTTTHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCARRRRREEEEEE
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New to Medicare or Shopping? Contact us today 
for a Free Benefits Review! Call us 1-888-865-9086

GET A QUOTE HERE
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Many guests who attended the groundbreaking ceremony left with a bouquet of flowers.

Guests enjoying the festivities under tent.

        Delicious breakfast fare

       It was a beautiful sunny day.

a purpose, with things to do and experiences 
they will remember.” The spacious downtown 
will create an environment that is spread out 
and comfortable. “It will be one of those places 
you’ll want visit again and again.”

There are a significant number of leases 
already signed by various merchants and 
restaurateurs, Mr. Severance says.  Outdoor 
concerts and movies, paddleboarding, kayaking 
and cycling will be among the many activities 
available to residents of the wellness lifestyle 
community. 

As part of the groundbreaking program, 
Wellen Park announced a new series of curated 
events to start this fall that will inspire, excite 
and provide an ongoing preview of what’s to 
come at Downtown Wellen. Featuring a range 

of art makers, craft artisans, fitness and wellness 
experts, and culinary talent, the “Countdown to 
Downtown” event series will take place in and 
around the Wellen Park Welcome Center, which 
offers a front-row view of the construction 
progress in Downtown Wellen. Stay tuned on 
Wellen Park’s social channels @WellenParkFL 
and wellenpark.com for full event details.

“I really believe that Downtown Wellen 
will be a place where families, couples and 
members of every generation can make 
memories. Grandkids will visit over spring 
break. People will get engaged or married here, 
maybe celebrate a 50th wedding anniversary,” 
Mr. Severance says.

“We want to be that spot that helps them 
make those memories.” 

To Schedule an Appointment 941-237-0050
www.FSAPCARE.com

OUR PHILOSOPHY
The one thing missing in the medical 
field today:  “Taking the time to listen 

and understand our patients. 
It is through this process where we 
formulate a comprehensive plan to 

produce the best possible outcomes.”

“Where trust and compassion are standard of care.”

Dr. Omar Henriquez
Double Board-Ce�ified in Anesthesiology 
and Interventional Pain Management

Pain Management 
Conditions Treated:

• A�hritis 

• Cancer Pain 

• Back Pain

• Head & Neck Pain 

• Spinal Stenosis 

• Joint Pain (Shoulder & Knee) 

• Limb Pain (Arms & Legs) 

• Compression Back Fracture

• Sciatica Pain & Nerve Block

VENICE
1505 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 405

Venice, FL 34285

NORTH PORT
18669 Tamiami Trail, Suite A, 

No�h Po�, FL 34287

VENICE
1525 S. Tamiami Trail, #601, 

Venice, FL 34285

PORT CHARLOTTE
2484 Caring Way, Unit C 

Po� Charlo�e, FL 33952

VeniceTheatre.org || 941.488.1115

ON STAGE

Subscriptions and single seats available. Buy now.

THRU  DEC 20

OCT 22-NOV 7

OCT 29-NOV 28

A TRIBUTE TO BILLY JOEL
ALL ABOUT SOUL OCT 31-NOV 1

ASSISTED LIVING THE MUSICAL:
THE HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS NOV 19-DEC 19

THE ULTIMATE TRIBUTE TO THE KING 
STARRING DWIGHT ICENHOWER NOV 14-NOV 15

SHE KILLS MONSTERS
YOUNG ADVENTURERS EDITION

THE GREAT AMERICAN 
TRAILER PARK MUSICAL

A CHRISTMAS CAROL DEC 10-DEC 20
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WEDNESDAY
OCT 27, 2021
10 AM - 3 PM

GRAND SLAM SPONSOR NO HITTER SPONSORS

PERFECT GAME SPONSOR

ON THE CONCOURSE

FREE CONSUMER EXPOFREE CONSUMER EXPO
OPEN TO THE PUBLICOPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Join the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce on the concourse at CoolToday 
Park for our Business Showcase. This FREE consumer expo allows local 
businesses to connect and engage with members of our community in a safe 
and open outdoor setting. Vendors will be giving away door prizes and gift 
baskets, as well as discounted offers on services and products.

DOOR PRIZESDOOR PRIZES
GIVEAWAYSGIVEAWAYS

·
DISCOUNTSDISCOUNTS

HEALTH SCREENINGSHEALTH SCREENINGS
·

• Spider Veins
• Varicose Veins
• Leg Aching,

Heaviness, Fatigueeee

• Venous Ulcerations
• Leg Swelling and

Skin Discoloration
• Blood Clots of the Leg

Varicose veins and 
heavy, painful legs 
can be treated in 

VNUS Closure 
procedure.

Laura A. Gruneiro, MD
Practice Devoted Entirely to the Diagnosis

and Treatment of Venous Disease

Over 20 Years Experience 

Friendly, Caring Environment

18316 Murdock Circle Suite 107, Port Charlotte, FL 33948

Schedule an Evaluation, 
Call: 941-627-6700

of Charlotte County

ADVANCED VEIN
CENTER

BEFORE AFTER

2018-2021

Immediate return to normal activities 
Covered by most insurances

VOTED 
TOP DOCTOR IN

VASCULAR SURGERY
IN SOUTHWEST 

FLORIDA
-Gulfshore Life Magazine,
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019,

2020 &2021

VOTED 
ONE OF 

TOP DOCTORS 
2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 

2017, 2018, 2019,
2020 & 2021

TOP SURGEONS
2015, 2016
2017, 2018,
2019, 2020
& 2021” 

PAINFUL
VARICOSE VEINS?

Leg Swelling & Discoloration?

W E L L  V E R S E D

Local Artists Richard Krevolin 
and Michele Moore Show at Welcome Center

BY CHARMAINE ENGELSMAN-ROBINS

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Renaissance Man
Someone who is outstanding at several 

different things, especially those considered to 
be artistic, is often referred to as a Renaissance 
man or woman. Richard Krevolin makes other 
Renaissance men look like shirkers. Though 
he didn’t pick up a brush until he was more 
than 50 years old, once he did, he created art 
that ranged in style from abstract to realist. 
His offerings are fascinating and 
varied, as you’ll see by 
stopping by the Wellen 
Park Welcome Center 
where he has several 
pieces on exhibit.

First working in oil on 
canvas, Mr. Krevolin has 
more recently been work-
ing with acrylics using 
brushes, socks, fingers — 
not kidding. You can see 
him in action on his Face-
book page and as a bonus 
you’ll meet his darling res-
cue terrier, Honey. 

In the same video he’s also poking around 
the world of NFTs with an art dealer friend. 
An NFT is a unit of data, stored digitally, that 
certifies a digital asset to be unique and there-
fore not interchangeable. NFTs can be used to 
represent items such as photos, videos, audio, 
and other types of digital files. If you are trying 
to wrap your head around that concept, you 
might find some insights in their discussion.

In addition to possessing a healthy amount 
of innate talent, Mr. Krevolin is well educated 
— graduating first from Yale, then earning 
a master’s degree from the UCLA School of 
Cinema and Television and one in playwriting 
and cinema from USC. Sharing his wisdom 
with his students has resulted in some fine 
major films from them. 

Mr. Krevolin is the writer/director/producer 

of and actor in the PBS documentary “Making 
Light in Terezin,” an unusual offering which 
IMDb describes thus: “This documentary 
highlights the role that theater played in World 
War II through interviews with survivors and 
an in-depth look at the need for laughter in 
times of trauma.”  It is available to stream on 
plex.tv, tubitv.com or Prime Video. 

A raw-cut sample of his part in “Hotel Cal-

ifornia,” can be found on his Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/richard.krevolin (July 14 
post). 

He also co-wrote and directed “Attach-
ments,” a feature length comedy starring 
Katherine Ross. His plays have been pro-
duced around the world, and he still teaches 
playwriting at the Venice Theatre in addition 
to working as a story consultant, script doc-
tor, brand narrative coach and does art and 
murals on commission

He contributed, at the behest of the Venice 
Art Center, the vibrant seahorse in front of 
Made in Italy. In addition to the pieces shown 
at the Welcome Center, you can see more of 
his work online at www.gatiart.com.  

Creating Can Be Healing
Artist Michele Moore is also featured at the 

Welcome Center. Raised in Miami, she relo-
cated to North Port in 2005. Despite the fact 
that that she is a talented artist, it wasn’t the 
art scene that drew her to this coast. It was the 
great fishing. She is an angler at heart. 

Within 10 months after she moved here 
her mom joined her in North Port, where she 
lived until she died in 2017, throwing Ms. 
Moore into an inconsolable state of grief. 
In addition, her husband Phil was battling 
PTSD following his military service. He also 
deals with color blindness, something that 
hampers his artistic bent.

When Ms. Moore quit smoking, she was 
seeking something calming that would help 
her get through her trials. That was when the 
couple began taking evening classes at the 
North Port Art Center. They were delighted to 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Left: Richard  Krevolin with his painted seahorse. Above: Abstract Heart by Rich-
ard Krevolin.
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discover not only the joy but the remarkable 
healing power in the creation of art.

“Keeping busy is key,” Ms. Moore says.
And she certainly practices what she 

preaches — in addition to creating commis-
sioned pieces, running her own business and 
taking classes, Ms. Moore became so involved 
in North Port Art Center that she now works 
there part-time as its out-
reach coordinator.

For the first time, she 
really looked at the doo-
dles and drawings she’d 
rather mindlessly created in 
the past and recognized that 
her artistic soul had been 
hiding just below the surface 
for quite some time. Leaving 
the banking industry after 10 
years may have allowed her 
to change her focus to some-
thing that had been there, but 
buried, all along. She credits the North Port Art 
Center and its excellent, encouraging teachers 
for fully awakening her artistic instincts. 

While you’re probably familiar with most of 
these disciplines, bone jewelry might be new 
to you; Ms. Moore accepts bird, fish and ani-
mal bones from various sources and recycles 
all or small parts of them into unusual jewelry.

“Everyone has the ability to make a mark,” 
she says matter-of-factly, “and that’s what art is, 
making marks. You just have to recognize that 
and have the courage to make that first mark.”  

Her abilities now awakened, Ms. Moore has 
discovered many ways to express it: In 2020 
the North Port Art Center exposed her to 
“pen pastel” work — an enjoyable and slightly 
less costly method than working with regular 
pastels. She took classes with two of the cen-
ter’s instructors, Laura Pommier and Barbara 
Archer-Baldwin. 

She particularly enjoys creating portraits 
of her beloved dogs, Chauncey and Major. 

She also is designing and making bone jewel-
ry, painting, sketching, drawing and creating 
photographs. Her photography has now led 
her into cinematography. 

While most art and jewelry lovers are prob-
ably familiar with most of these disciplines, 
bone jewelry might be something new. Ms. 
Moore accepts bird, fish and animal bones 
from various sources and recycles all or small 
parts of them into unusual jewelry, with a 
somewhat lacey effect — earrings, necklaces, 
bracelets and more.

“Being creative every day is the only way 
to get better,” says Ms. Moore. “Whether 
your art is — baking or painting or sewing 
or sculpting — whatever it is that moves you, 
do it every day.” 

The art of Ms. Moore and Mr. Krevolin 
are on display now for browsing and for pur-
chase at the Welcome Center. 
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BY RUSTY PRAY

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

One day in the not-too-distant future, 

Wellen Park will offer a downtown to residents 

and visitors, a welcoming, walkable destination 

that will have something special for everyone. 

The face of Downtown Wellen will be a two-

story mixed-use building that includes  retail 

and restaurants on the first floor and office 

space on the second. Construction is expected 

to start this summer and be completed in 2022.

The character of the 32,500-square-foot 

building will help define Wellen Park’s 

downtown for years. 

“The mixed-use building will become a 

signature backdrop for Downtown Wellen’s 

outdoor spaces, defining it as an active and 

thriving lifestyle destination,” says Alan Wold, 

a member of the design team at the New 

Orleans architectural firm of Trapolin-Peer.

Mr. Wold says planners had in mind using the 

facility as a “destination building — something 

WellenParkJournal.com
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SEE BUILDING, A4 

Members of the South 

County Runners Club 

on a recent run.

A Wellen Park 
residentenjoying an 

afternon stroll on one 

of the community 

pathways.

Play 
ball
Spring 
training 
kicked 
off at 
CoolToday 
Park. A42 

Wander 
with Wellen
A peaceful 
habitat beckons 
wildlife — and 
those who want 
to know it. A8 

Pet parade
A celebration of 
Wellen Park’s 
adored and 
adorable 
animal 
companions. 
A14 

Download our
FREE App today
Available 
on the iTunes
and Android
App Store.

A signature building for downtown Wellen Park

R
BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

ick Severance, president of Wellen Park, walks 

the walk. Or, more accurately, runs the run.

An avid runner, Mr. Severance can be found 

several nights a week on the Wellen Park 

pathways and trails. This not only helps him 

personally to stay fit but gives him insight as to how 

residents and community members are utilizing these 

amenities.
“I love the various use types and multigenerational 

use,” Mr. Severance says. “And I’m amazed at how many 

people wave to each other as they cross paths.”

SEE TRAILS , A15 

IS�A�THOUGHTFUL�PART�OF�MASTER�PLAN�FOR�WELLEN�PARK

EXTENSIVE
TRAIL SYSTEM

“The mixed-use building will become a signature backdrop for Downtown Wellen’s outdoor spaces, 

defining it as an active and thriving lifestyle destination.”  — Alan Wold, New Orleans architectural firm of Trapolin-Peer.
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Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

ick Severance, president of Wellen Park, walks 

the walk. Or, more accurately, runs the run.

An avid runner, Mr. Severance can be found 

several nights a week on the Wellen Park 

pathways and trails. This not only helps him 

personally to stay fit but gives him insight as to how 

residents and community members are utilizing these 

amenities.
“I love the various use types and multigenerational 

use,” Mr. Severance says. “And I’m amazed at how many 

people wave to each other as they cross paths.”
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“The mixed-use building will become a signature backdrop for Down

defining it as an active and thriving lifestyle destination.” — Alan Wold, NPICTURE THIS
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BY RUSTY PRAY

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Amidst all of the features coming to 

Downtown Wellen, Wellen Park’s Town Hall 

will be a sight to behold. 

As architectural firm Khoury Vogt describes 

it, the future landmark will be a “freestanding 

civic building in Wellen Park’s downtown, 

adjoining four very different adjacent settings.” 

At first glance, the hall’s main building 

may appear simple. But at closer look, the 

design cleverly connects inside spaces with the 

outside. 
“While the hall’s main building form is quite 

simple — a tall, gabled meeting room at the 

center — its four sides are quite different, each 

responding in form and scale to the adjacent 

context,” says Erik Vogt, a founding partner of 

the firm.
Positioned at the bank of the 80-acre Grand 

Lake and next to the sunset green event lawn, 

the building will provide expansive views that 

will feel like an extension of the space. The 

Town Hall will also face the main boulevard 

into the downtown area and a public use green 

space. The side of the building facing the sunset 

green event lawn will house a performance 

stage that will be used for outdoor concerts 

and various art productions.  

“We knew we needed something that had 

SEE TOWN HALL, A16 

A signature shade structure across 

from the Brewpub building will 

provide an area for visitors to 

enjoy socializing with friends and 

neighbors.

The food truck park area will offer a 

casual dining experience.

Coming 
up
See what’s 
happening 
around 
Wellen Park 
this summer. 
A32-33 

Sip ‘n’ 
Serve
The Art of 
Tequila 
Tasting at 
Irma’s Tacos. 
A12 

Pet parade
A celebration of 
Wellen Park’s 
adored and 
adorable 
animal 
companions. 
A18 

Download our
FREE App today
Available 
on the iTunes
and Android
App Store.

Wellen Park’s Town Hall to Anchor Downtown

W
BY RUSTY PRAY

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

orthy of an Instagram or Facebook post..

That’s the image Wellen Park President 

Rick Severance has in mind for the 

area’s newest downtown. Construction is 

scheduled to begin mid-August. It is expected to be 

completed in late 2022, Wellen Park officials say.

“There are just a lot of really thoughtful elements that 

I think will be both interesting and fun,” Mr. Severance 

says. “The downtown will be a central location for the 

community; it provides a great sense of place. It will be 

the heart and soul of Wellen Park.”

SEE DOWNTOWN , A14 

A�DOWNTOWN�HUB�CALLING�TO�RESIDENTS�AND�VISITORS

casual dining experience.

Rendering depicting the view 

towards Downtown Wellen 

from the 80-acre grand lake.

OUR TEAM SETS US APART, SAVING YOU TIME AND MONEY, NOT TO MENTION WORRY.

DIESEL ENGINE REPAIR
MAINTENANCE & AUTO SERVICE
TRUCK SERVICE  & UPGRADES
FLEET SERVICE
MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
TRAILER REPAIR
AND SO MUCH MORE!

941-451-8157 | 347 Seaboard Avenue | Venice, FL
www.leopoldtruckrepair.com

Complete & Reliable
Automotive Service & Repair

Great service and honest! 

I can’t say enough about the 

entire crew, from the front 

office to every mechanic 

and the owner himself! 

I really appreciate the way 

they took care of me.

  ~ Brian N.

I really

th

[ ]10% OFF 
ANY SERVICE OVER $100
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Above:  A sample of jewelry created by artist 
Michele Moore, pictured left. 
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Where Convenience
Meets Excellence.

  Back and Neck Care
  Shoulder Pain
  Balance Evaluation & Training
  Knee Pain and Dysfunction
  Sports Injuries
  Oncology Rehab
  Total Joint Rehab Programs

FITNESS QUEST
Physical Therapy

At Fitness Quest Physical Therapy, we have extensive 
education in orthopedics, manual therapy, functional 

training and sport-specific rehabilitation.

Our Mission: To make 
patient care our top priority 
and improve quality of life 
through treatment tailored 

to individuals needs.

941-275-6377
11045 S Tamiami Trail • North Port, FL

Located just minutes South of River Road
www.fitnessquestpt.com

F U N - L O V I N G  L I F E S T Y L E

EVENTS CALENDAR
Note: Please observe each venue’s safety 

protocols and procedures. If not included in 
the listing, contact the venue directly. All list-
ings subject to rescheduling or cancellation; 
check before you go.

Oct. 29: Meet the Artists — Meet local 
artists Richard Krevolin and Michele Moore 
from the North Port Art Center at this free 
event. Enjoy cocktails and charcuterie as 
you peruse their work on display. The event 
begins at 6 p.m., Friday, Oct. 29 at the Wel-
come Center.

Oct. 29: Escape to Margaritaville –

Musical comedy featuring both original songs 
and your most-loved Jimmy Buffett classics.” 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, Sarasota.

Oct. 29: Rhythm on the River: Appa-

lachian Road Show. Bluegrass, Folk, and 
original music. On the Ford lawn along 
the Caloosahatchee River 6-8 p.m. (Gates 
open at 5:30 p.m.) Edison and Ford Winter 
Estate, 2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers. 
Info: 239.334.7419. Ticket purchases online 
at www.edisonford.org.

Oct. 29 thru Nov. 13: The Silken Ladder 

(La scala di seta) by Gioachino Rossini 

- Sarasota Opera – boxoffice@sarasotaopera.
org – Box Office phone: 941.328.1300 Mon. 
– Fri. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. - Sarasota Opera, 61 N. 
Pineapple Ave., Sarasota. 

Oct. 29 – Dec. 5: At the Wake of a Dead 

Drag Queen – “In rural Georgia, drag star 
Courtney Berringer … would like to welcome 
you to her wake.” Urbanite Theatre, 1487 Sec-
ond St., Sarasota.

Nov. 1: Join the Venice Concert Band 

for Our Heroes concert honoring military 
veterans and the many local heroes who 
served on the front lines of necessary services 
during the pandemic. Purchase tickets ($14) 
at www.veniceconcertband.com or at the 
door (cash only) at Venice Performing Arts 
Center, 1 Indian Ave., Venice. Doors open at 
6:15 p.m., concert begins at 7 p.m.

Nov. 1 – 19: The John & Mable Ringling 

Museum of Art opening of Ringling 

Reimagined in the Community Gallery, 
highlighting work by local children. 5401 Bay 
Shore Road, Sarasota.

Nov. 3: Disney Princess – The Concert. 

Sarasota Premiere. “…  acclaimed Broad-
way stars sing your favorite Disney Princess 
songs, and share their exclusive, behind-the-
the-scenes stories.” Van Wezel Performing 
Arts Hall, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org or Box 
Office: 941.263.6799

Nov. 3, 2021 – Jan. 2:  Buddy - The 

Buddy Holly Story by Alan Janes – “One 
of the most successful Rock & Roll musicals of 
all time.”  Florida Studio Theatre’s Gompertz 
Theatre, 1241 N. Palm Ave., Sarasota.

Nov. 5 – Dec. 2: Venice Art Center – 

“Fall Members’ Show” – 390 Nokomis 
Avenue S., Venice. www.veniceartcenter.com.

Nov. 6: Walking Club Meetup — 9 a.m. 
12275 Mercado Drive.

Nov. 9: Wine-Pairing Dinners — Join 
your neighbors at wine-pairing dinners 
planned for the Welcome Center, 12275 Mer-
cado Drive. Presented by Barrell & Bean and 
the Venice Symphony. A wine expert will 
discuss the wines, why they were chosen and 
how best to serve them. At 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $75 per person. Register at www.wellen-
park.com/news-events.

Nov. 11: An Evening with Bruce Horns-

by. Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, 777 N. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.www.vanwezel.org.

Nov. 12: Straight No Chaser: Back In 

The High Life – “Chart topping a cappella 
group Straight No Chaser returns to Saraso-
ta!” Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, 777 N. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Nov. 14: Children’s Paver Painting —

10 to 11 a.m. at the Welcome Center, 12275 

Mercado Drive. Free event. Register at www.
wellenpark.com/news-events.

Nov. 14:  Brunch with Beethoven, 11 

a.m. – 1 p.m. at Plantation Golf and Coun-
try Club, 500 Rockley Blvd., Venice. Enjoy a 
brunch buffet, complimentary cocktail, and 
more while listening to selection of classical 
favorites performed by musicians from the 
Venice Symphony Orchestra. Proceeds support 
music education programs. Sponsorship and 
table information from Holly Anderson, Direc-
tor of Philanthropy: call 941-207-8822, ext. 106 
or email handerson@thevenicesymphony.org.

Nov. 16: Book Club Buzz — 0Nov. 17, 

2021 thru Mar. 27- Friends in Low Plac-

es — by Richard and Rebecca Hopkins with 
musical arrangements by Jim Prosser. Florida 
Studio Theatre’s Goldstein Cabaret, 1241 N. 
Palm Ave., Sarasota.

Nov. 18: Neil Berg’s 50 Years of Rock 

& Roll, Part 4 – “With a cast consisting of 
incredible rock and roll singers and stars from 
Broadway’s greatest rock musicals, Neil Berg 
returns by popular demand to share more of 
the 50-year history of the music that changed 
the world forever!” Van Wezel Performing 
Arts Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
www.Vanwezel.org

Nov. 19 – Dec. 19: Venice Theatre pres-

ents Assisted Living, the Musical: The 

Home for the Holidays. “Hysterical sequel 
to the runaway hit about the nursing home and 
beyond. Christmas, Kwanza, Hanukkah, and 
retirement will never be the same.” 140 Tampa 
Ave. W. Venice. Tickets, www.venicetheatre.org   

Nov. 19: Kathleen Madigan. Comedian 
Kathleen Madigan brings her ‘Do You Have 
Any Ranch?’ tour to the Van Wezel Perform-
ing Arts Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.   
www.Vanwezel.org

Nov. 20: 8 a.m. - 3rd Annual “Turkey 

Trot for the Twig” 5k and Fun Run pre-
sented by Smoothie King and JKPD. Legacy 
Park, 395 E. Venice Ave, Venice.  Event is to 
benefit children in the foster care system and 
the programs of The Twig Cares. 

Nov. 20, 5:30 p.m. – Nov. 21, 12 a.m.: 

Bicycles International Full Moon Gran 

Fondo Cycling Event.  Bicycles Interna-
tional Venice, 1744 S. Tamiami Trail, Venice. 
Register here: https://event.racereach.com/
bicycles-international-full-moon-granfondo 

Nov. 20: 35th Anniversary Mannheim 

Steamroller Christmas by Chip David

“… will feature fan-favorite original clas-
sic Christmas hits from the first Mannheim 
Steamroller album, along with multimedia 
effects in an intimate setting. 777 N. Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Nov. 20, 2021 – Jan. 1: Hair – “The rock 
musical that started it all!” at the Asolo Reper-
tory Theatre. “This joyous rebellion proudly 
reclaims love as the heart of what it means 
to be American.”  Tickets by phone 941-351-
8000, online at www.asolorep.org  

Nov. 1: Join the Venice Concert 
Band for Our Heroes concert 
honoring military veterans and 
the many local heroes who 
served on the front lines of 
necessary services during the 
pandemic. Venice Performing 

Arts Center

Blending art
and community.

Experience exciting hands-on art making! Our classes include
ceramics/sculpture, drawing, painting, photography, fiber art, 

jewelry, open studios, young artist studios and more. 

Featuring ongoing exhibitions, workshops, special programs, 
a pottery studio, a digital media studio, and a lending library.

Artist: Ken Mitchell

350 S McCall Road | Englewood, FL 34223 | 941.474.5548
 eac@ringling.edu | www.ringling.edu/eac

Find us on
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Nov. 21: America: 50th Anniversary 

Tour. “America continues to be a band 
capable of transcending borders with their 
uplifting music and positive message.” 777 N. 
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Nov. 23 and Nov. 27: NPAC Youth Art 

at North Port Art Center – “Art is Call-
ing! Teens Beyond the Screens – An open 
studio for any level to promote creativity and 
self value. All supplies included: painting, 
drawing, sculpey clay and more. Teenagers 
13+, $10. a student per class.” 5950 Sam Sha-
pos Way, North Port, 941-423-6460

Nov. 23 – 28: Come From Away – Musi-
cal. On 9/11, the world stopped. On 9/12, 
their stories moved us all. 777 N. Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Nov. 24: Running Group Meetup — 6 
p.m. at the Welcome Center, 12275 Mercado 
Drive. Two free drinks per person at Barrel 
& Bean. Register at www.wellenpark.com/
news-events.

Nov. 28: SW FloridaCon, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Crowne Plaza Fort Myers at Bell Tower 
Shops, an IHG Hotel. More than 125 ven-
dors, guests and events. Live wrestling. Huge 
Cosplay Contest. New show feature – Sports 
Cards. info@swfloridacomiccon.com  

Nov. 29: Cirque Dreams Holidaze

lights up the stage in dazzling family spec-
tacular. 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
www.vanwezel.org.

Nov. 30: Dave Koz and Friends: Christ-

mas Tour 2021 – Chart-topping Gram-
my-nominated saxophonist returns to the road 
this holiday season with the 24th annual Dave 
Koz and Friends Christmas Tour 2021. 777 N. 

Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 1: Michael Londra’s Celtic Yule-

tide – Sarasota Premiere. Emmy nominee, 
PBS host Michael Londra brings an evening 
of Christmas from Ireland to the Van Wezel, 
told in song, dance and the festive stories of 
his youth. 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 2: The Temptations and the Four 

Tops — 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 3: The Allman Family Revival — 

On what would have been Gregg Allman’s 
70th birthday, enjoy three hours of iconic 
southern rock\. 7:30 p.m. A celebration of 
the spirit and music of Gregg Allman, hosted 
by Gregg’s son, Blues Music Award winning 
Devon Allman. This performance was previ-
ously The Allman Betts Band exclusively. The 
tour has changed slightly, but your tickets 
will still be honored. 777 N. Tamiami Trail, 
Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 4: Walking Group Meetup — 9 a.m. 
at the Welcome Center. Two free coffees or 
mimosas per person. Register at www.wellen-
park.com/news-events.

Dec. 4: Westcoast Black Theatre 

Troupe’s 22nd anniversary gala pres-

ents “A Night at the Savoy,” (6-9 p.m.) 
recreating the look and sound of Harlem’s 
famous ballroom at 2075 Bahia Vista St., Saraso-
ta in the Circus Arts Conservatory’s Sailor Circus 
Arena. Dinner will be catered by Michael’s on 
East. Tickets www.westcoastblacktheatre.org .

Dec. 4:  2nd Annual Mullet Fest. 10 
a.m.- 7 p.m., the Charlotte County Fair, 2333 
El Jobean Road, Pt. Charlotte. Mullet smoke-

off competition, cast net throwing competi-
tion, live music, local arts. Adults $5, kids 12 
or under free. Craft Beer available from Big 
Top Brewing Company.

Dec. 4: Martina McBride: The Joy of 

Christmas 2021 Multi-Grammy nomi-
nee Martina McBride “… recently, McBride 
launched her first exhibit at the Country 
Music Hall of Fame, highlighting her presti-
gious career in country music.” 777 N. Tami-
ami Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 6: Venice Concert Band – Hol-
iday Joy Christmas! Hanukkah! 7-9 p.m. 
Traditional sounds of the season and a few 
selections with happy and surprising twists. 
Venice Performing Arts Center, 941-218-
3779 Tickets $14 (on sale 11/22/21) at www.
veniceperformingartscenter.com 

Dec. 6: An Intimate Evening with David 

Foster: HITMAN Tour – Sixteen-time 
Grammy winner and a prolific songwrit-
er, David Foster played a key role in the 
career launches of Celine Dion, Josh Groban, 
Michael Buble and more. 777 N. Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 7: Wine-Pairing Dinners — Join 
your neighbors at wine-pairing dinners 
planned for the Welcome Center, 12275 Mer-
cado Drive. Presented by Barrell & Bean and 
the Venice Symphony. A wine expert will 
discuss the wines, why they were chosen and 
how best to serve them. At 6:30 p.m.  Tickets 
are $75 per person. Register at www.wellen-
park.com/news-events.

Dec. 7: The Allman Family Revival at 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall. 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets, www.vanwezel.org 777 N. Tamiami 

Trail, Sarasota.

Dec. 8: America in One Room: comedy 
by Emmy nominee Jason Odell Williams – 
Florida Studio Theatre’s Keating Theatre, 
1241 North Palm Ave., Sarasota.

Dec. 08: Joe Bonamassa – Sarasota 
Premiere. “Hailed internationally as one of 
the greatest guitar players of his generation 
and cited by Guitar World Magazine as ‘the 
world’s biggest blues guitarist’.” 777 N. Tami-
ami Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 14: Sarah Brightman: A Christ-

mas Symphony – Sarasota Premiere.  
Accompanied by orchestra and a choir, Sarah 
Brightman decks the hall with show-stop-
ping renditions of classics from the Christ-
mas canon.  777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
www.vanwezel.org.

Dec. 16: Cycling Group Meetup – 6 
p.m. at the Welcome Center. Tickets are $30 
per person. Register at www.wellenpark.com/
news-events.

Dec. 21: Book Club Buzz – Meet with 
your fellow book lovers. Register at www.wel-
lenpark.com/news-events.. At the Welcome 
Center. Two free coffees per person. Register 
at www.wellenpark.com/news-events.

Dec. 30: Running Group Meetup — 6 
p.m. at the Welcome Center, 12275 Mercado 
Drive. Two free drinks per person at Barrel 
& Bean. Register at www.wellenpark.com/
news-events.

Dec. 31: Jefferson Starship – Mother 

of the Sun Tour – Sarasota Premiere. Van 
Wezel Performing Arts Hall , 777 N. Tamiami 
Trail, Sarasota. www.vanwezel.org. 

The Hamels Team Coldwell Banker Realty

TRUST, KNOWLEDGE, &
35+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Bringing you exceptional service with

and guiding you every step of the way as you buy or sell your home.

Call us today - we’re here to answer your questions and help with all your real estate needs.

Certified New Home
Sales Professional

Henry Hamels
Broker Associate
941-321-9634

henry.hamels@cbrealty.com

Ann Hamels
Broker Associate
941-387-6564

ann.hamels@cbrealty.com

We are residents of Wellen Park, 

Departing from MarineMax|1485 Tamiami Trail| Venice
www.timeoutcharter.com
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Sunset Cruises from $200
Island Adventures/Bar Hopping

or Wildlife Tours from $85 per person



WWW.BLINDSPOTETC.COM

1312 Market Circle Unit 9
Port Charlotte, FL

Elegance, Quality & Convenience

We manufacture
shutters & top 
treatments.

Call for a
FREE Estimate
941-743-2646

Quick Turn Around and made in the USA!

Providing Quality Window Treatments 
Sales & Installation Since 1983.
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