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A letter
from the
president of
Wellen Park

On behalf of the developer, I am pleased
to introduce you to the new brand for our
master-planned community: Wellen Park.

As of June 8, West Villages is now a part
of Wellen Park. This marks a new chapter
for our vibrant community, creating new
ways for you to live well in the place you
call home. We're excited for what Wellen
Park will bring and all that it represents: a
community where everyday fun flourishes
and the spirit of wellness thrives.

Wellen Park is the culmination of years
of thoughtful consideration and strategic
planning. West Villages was never meant to
encompass all of the land, which includes
7,000 remaining acres of undeveloped land.
That’s why West Villages isn’t going away.
Rather, it’s become part of something even
bigger. Soon, you'll get to know our other

1 4 il
districts, Downtown Wellen and Playmore. \ f | O . .
We have great plans for these districts f :
that will create even more reasons to love ‘

living here. I think you'll find our plans

irme—
for Downtown Wellen particularly exciting LLLLELS
(check out the article on page A10 for more
details on that!).

While we’ve had to shift our original
plans from a community-wide launch event

and celebration, we’re committed to sharing . i E b D AYS
this occasion with you. Especially now,
during this season of uncertainty, Wellen £
Park gives us all a chance to connect and X
look forward to brighter days. 3
I hope you’ll enjoy this inaugural issue
of the Wellen Park Journal. Read through
to learn more about what Wellen Park
means, what you can look forward to as
residents in this amazing community and i

what exciting plans we have for you in the
coming weeks to celebrate this launch.

We'd love to hear from you. Please reach
out to us at info@wellenpark.com with your
comments and questions.

1 lOOk forward to seeing you out and The “fE You always imagined - r‘rght
about Wellen Park soon.

alongside the life you never expected.
At Wellen Park, you can brighten
Thank you, : your days in hundreds of ways.

LEARN MORE ABOUT LIVING
YOUR BEST DAY EVER, EVERY DAY

AT

Rick Severance
President, Wellen Park

Fresh Onward Wellness
West Villages and Just the way
is more upward you want
amazing and need it.
than ever. Downtown A8 >

Wellen is a district
A2-3» designed to

delight. A10 »
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We’re proud to announce a new chapter for
our vibrant community along Florida’s West
Coast. Welcome to Wellen Park, where
distinctive districts offer new homes, shops,
restaurants, amenities and more.
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Wellcome Home

A new brand based on living well

Welcome to Wellen Park, where life is
filled to the brim with connections to water
and wellness. These connections are cap-
tured by the word wellen itself, which offers
a dual meaning: it translates as “waves” in
German and “wellness” in Dutch. Because
of these ties, the word wellen is rooted at the

heart of the community’s vision.
One could even say the new
brand’s mission is to actualize
the “well” in Wellen Park!
At Wellen Park, waves

WELLEN and wellness come togeth-
er in perfect harmony

amongst the beautiful water-
fronts, from the Gulf of Mexico and the
Myakka River to Downtown Wellen’s soon-
to-come lifestyle lake.

The wave theme carries into Wellen Park’s
new logo design, as well. From pools to ponds
and beautiful beaches, there are many ways
that water shapes the community’s way of life.
In a symbolic sense, waves embody the steady
sense of progress and momentum. These
ideas are captured in the logo: embedded in
the lower half are waves that bask in the rays
of the setting sun — after all, enjoying sunsets
by the water is a primetime activity at Wellen
Park. Ultimately, it’s the way that all of these
experiences and elements come together as a
whole that makes this community so special
and why it was so important to have a logo
that illustrated these core moments of Wellen
Park. This design was carefully crafted to feel
reflective of this modern community, rooted
in its meaningful vision.

Among the main goals of the branding
process was a heartfelt desire to give resi-
dents more opportunities to connect, take
care of themselves and others, and be a part

of something bigger. After more than a year
of careful and strategic planning, a new
chapter of West Villages has been unveiled —
one devoted to celebrating the community
as a place where everyday fun flourishes and
the spirit of wellness thrives. Along with the
new logo, the heart of the new brand is cap-
tured in three pillars, which establish Wellen
Park as a home to fun-loving lifestyles, a
hub of heartfelt connections, and a place for
channeling waterside vibes.

Fun-loving lifestyles
Fun-loving lifestyles abound at Wellen
Park, where every day feels like a retreat.
The neighborhoods offer endless ways to
have a good time, and everyone is encour-

aged to discover and pursue their interests,
at their own pace. Residents are encouraged
to “imagine more” — to imagine what their
lives can be like with more opportunities to
have fun and live well, because that’s part

of what makes life so great at Wellen Park.
With energizing amenities and programming
that speak to wide-ranging pursuits, Wellen
Park makes it easy to feel good — cultivat-
ing physical and emotional wellbeing for all.
Throughout Wellen Park, there will be even
more opportunities to connect and enjoy,
including new miles of pathways and trails
for all kinds of outdoor activities, as well as
community gatherings in Downtown Wellen

SEE WELLCOME, A34 »

SPECIAL SAVINGS

ON QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES IN TWO AMAZING
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Zero-Entry Resort Pool | Spa | Golf Course | Pro Shop | Fitness Center | Pickleball | Coffee Lounge

Indoor/Outdoor Dining | Event Lawn | Tennis Courts | Bocce Ball | Dog Park | Card Rooms
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Grand Clubhouse and Community Center | Resort-Style Pool | Tennis | Pickleball | Playground

Fitness Center | Billiards | Sauna | Steam Room | Library | Fitness Trails and more
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from wherever you are
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TO BUY A HOME TODAY
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TO TOUR YOUR DREAM HOME

PRIVATE SELF-TOUR

for exclusive home access

AT LENNARSWFL.COM

LENNAR-GUIDED TOUR

with our New Home Consultant

SARASOTA } NATIONAL

6-Plex, 4-Plex, Villa, Patio, Executive and
Estate Homes from the low $200s

23114 CopperlLeaf Drive | Venice, FL 34293

I-75 to Exit 193 (Jacaranda Blvd). Go south approximately 4.5 miles.
Turn left on US-41 South. Community is on the right.

¢ GRAN PARADIS®

At West Villaaes

Townhome, Villa and Coach Homes
from the low $200s

LennarGranParadiso.com

20061 Galleria Blvd | Venice, FL 34293

I-75 to Exit 193 (Jacaranda Blvd), go south. Take the 2nd exit at the traffic circle to stay on
Jacaranda Blvd. After 3.5 miles, turn left on US-41/Tamiami Trail. Community will be on the left.

Welcome Home Center Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10am-6pm

877-45-LENNAR | LennarSWFL.com
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MATTRESS EXPRESS

We are practicing the following safety rules:

* Proper Distancing
* Hand Sanitizing
* Gloves

* Masks
* Routine Cleaning & Disinfecting
* Protective Barriers at Check-out Areas

FURNITURE

www.baconsfurniture.com

17701 Murdock Circle, Port Charlotte
941-625-4493

HDHESTGREY oHOP

| WE ARE OPEN

MONDAY - SATURDAY
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
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and inspiration
Qppear throughout
this Wellen Park
community

BY EVAN WILLIAMS

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

IslandWalk residents are finding inspira-
tion in unusual places and when they least
expect it — happening upon brilliantly col-
ored rocks as they walk their pets, check the
mail or go just about anywhere throughout
this growing Wellen Park community.

The stones are hand-painted, sometimes
with intricate designs, and purposefully
hidden for whoever might notice them.
Some carry signatures with short, thought-
ful messages, weaving threads of good cheer
through the fabric of a neighborhood made
up of people like Betsy DeNote, who started
the IslandWalkRocks Facebook group several
years ago.

As friends and neighbors discover these
transient works of art, they join up and post
pictures of their finds on the Facebook page.
Often, they re-hide them for the next passer-
by to discover. Sometimes, if a rock seems to
hold a special meaning for them, they hold
on to it. And some go on to paint and hide
rocks of their own.

“Love this beautiful rock we found walk-
ing our doggies!!!” posted Tina Forsythe.
“Thank you #IslandWalkRocks. Hiding it

www.WellenParkJournal.com

NEIGHBORLY & SINCERE

IslandWalk Rocks

A selection of created and found rocks posted on the IslandWalk Rocks Facebook page.

tomorrow after we enjoy it tonight!!!”

A post by Daphne Renn Louis reads: “We
are new to IslandWalk and we’ve just started
walking since the quarantine. I found this
today and was sooo excited! I didn’t know
about this group or to look until today! Will
hide tomorrow when we’re out and will be
looking for others now.”

Ms. DeNote, who runs the Facebook
group, lives in IslandWalk with her husband,
Fred. Originally from Bristol, Conn. (where
they still spend the summer), the DeNotes
retired from the insurance business and
moved to Florida nearly a decade ago. Ms.
DeNote developed the hobby of rock paint-
ing back in the 2000s. Three or four years

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

COURTESY PHOTOS

ago, she noticed that people were hiding
painted rocks in the larger Venice area.
“Rock painting is a thing,” she says. “There
are groups all over the country.”
She decided to start hiding some right in
her neighborhood, posted a notice about it

SEE ROCKS, A29 »

Celebrating
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IN BUSINESS

'The BEST place to go
for beautiful American made
custom window treatments.

Specializing In Hardwood

Plantation Shutters.

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES!

Absolute Blinds Etc. Inc

\-.--

¥

* Vertical Blinds * Motorization » Vertical Wraps ¢ Cellular Shades
¢ \Wood Plantation Shutters e Roller Shades Shutters
* Solar Shades ¢ Pleated Shades ¢ Panel Tracks

2842 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte
941-627-5444 absoluteblinds.com s
We offer remote control options
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FUN & ENERGIZED

Wellness — just the way you want, and need it

BY LAURA TICHY-SMITH
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

If you're like most folks, you moved to
Florida to partake of the active lifestyle that
year-round fun in the sun promised. When
you live at Wellen Park, that promise is ful-
filled because we're the home of healthful,
active, fun living, with a wide array of ameni-
ties and programing to support your interest
in wellness. Wellen Park makes it easy to feel
good, whether you choose to cultivate your
physical and emotional well-being through
working out, gardening, enjoying a cocktail or
joining others on biking or kayaking excur-
sions. Whatever you call wellness, we have it.

Chancy Bolo
Personal trainer/owner of Chancyfit
941-544-0377
www.chancyfit.com

Chancy Bolo provides fitness training
services to clients in their gated community
fitness facilities, in their homes or over the
internet via video services.

“People should be exercising, no mat-
ter what their age or fitness level,” he says.
“Exercising is just a good, healthy thing to
do — period. It’s not just for athletes. “Obvi-
ously, it helps control your weight, but it also
reduces stress and elevates mood.

“The cool thing at Wellen Park is that no
matter what community you live in, you can
literally step out your door and start walk-
ing — left or right —because the neighbor-
hoods are laid out for walking and running.
You don’t have to deal with the hassle of
traffic or getting in a car to go do it, because

SEE WELLNESS, A32 »

e

Chancy Bolo, personal trainer and owner of Chancyfit.

CHANCY BOLO / COURTESY PHOTO

Looking for a new full’service and
innovative salon in'\Venice Florida?

Visit us at Shear Heaven!

Our stylists are readyto\provide you
excellent service with'thelatest trends
and techniques all\with a smile!

\
f

1740 E. Venice Ave, Suite 7
Venice, FL 34292 '1
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As a Cat Friendly
Practice®, we are
committed to offering
you and your cat the

feline health care.

JGQLIM..G AL

CAT HOSPITAL

- DISCOUNT

on the initial exam
for all new clients

highest standard o w‘

Cat Friendl \

' Practice
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Feline Only Clinig T
e ——————————

Telemedicine Consutts Now Available

941-200-57/79

Full Service
Veterinary Care
for Your Cat!

3135 Bobcat
Village Center Rd.,
North Port
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— 30 Years of Sales and Service You Can Trust!

U.S. 41, 3156 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte
— Toll Free: 1-888-313-9652 « Phone: 941-625-6141
f ' QUICK LANE: 941-625-1844 | Shop 24/7 www.charlottecountyford.com
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Downtown Wellen: A district designed to delight

One of the most exciting things happen-
ing in Wellen Park is the future development
of the new downtown district, Downtown
Wellen. Centrally located among the West
Villages and Playmore districts, Downtown
Wellen will include the Marketplace retail
center. Championing thoughtful planning
and dynamic design, it will be a destination
where Wellen Park’s mission of having fun
and living well truly comes to life.

Picturesque places to play

Designed with fun-loving lifestyles in
mind, Downtown Wellen will offer a variety
of ways for people of all ages to have a good
time. During the hot Floridian summer,
what could be more exciting than splash
pads and fountains by the future lake-
front, tempting passersby with a refreshing
cooldown? Plus, with a dynamic play space
situated nearby in the shade of towering
oak trees, kids and adults will have a perfect
natural setting to share time together.

For those who prefer being on the water
to watching it, a special outfitter with rentals
ranging from kayaks to paddle boards will
be only steps away on a floating dock. Addi-
tional storefronts along the water will offer
food, drinks, and other tempting treats. Rest
assured, there will be plenty of seating and
shade for all.

Created for the community
Downtown Wellen is a true hub of heart-
felt connections, intended to be the perfect
place for residents and visitors to come
together effortlessly in a naturally inspired
setting. And when it comes to friendly, wel-
coming green spaces, nothing will compare

S T e S i e e
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Renderings are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist’s rendition and are
subject to changes or substitution without notice. ©2020 Wellen Park LLLP.

An artist’s rendering of Downtown Wellen.

to the Great Lawn — a large and lush gather-
ing space at the heart of Downtown Wellen.
Here, you can find all kinds of festivities,
from live music to holiday celebrations and
exciting events for the entire community.
While there’s nothing quite like a boun-
tiful picnic on the great lawn, the nearby

waterfront restaurant will offer an entic-
ing alternative — especially at sunset hour.
Primely positioned in Downtown Wellen
with unmatched views of the lakefront, this
restaurant is sure to provide a standout din-
ing experience at Wellen Park.

COURTESY IMAGE

Designed with
a point of view

Downtown Wellen is designed intentionally
to be a place where the spirit of wellness thrives.
And there’s no better place for wellness than by

SEE DOWNTOWN, A12 >

Without you, our valued customer,
we wouldn’t have made it!
We are happy to say...

AREINGINIGREN!

OPEN DAILY
llam- 10pm

Jacaranda at I-75 and On The Island In Publix Plaza

www.BrewBurgers.com
(941) 484-2337

Classic Creations
in diamonds & gold
(341) 437-8331 | 2383 Tamiami Trl. S. | Venice
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www.LlassicCreationsJewelers.com




DiVOSTA
IslandWalk

13639 Salinas Street, Venice, FL 34293
(941) 220-0548 | DiVosta.com/IslandWalk
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WHERE EVERY DAY FEELS
LIKE A VACATION

From miles of bridges, boardwalks and walkways, to limitless amenities and a full-time
Activities Director, opportunities for exploring nature, staying active, connecting with others
or just relaxing, are endless. Whatever you can imagine, you are sure to find it here.

WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES

« Full Monthly Calendar - Half Basketball Court

of Events - Event Lawn &

« 3 Clubhouses Fire Pit Lounge Area

« Modern Fitness Rooms « Outdoor Gathering Areas
« 2 Resort-Style Pools  Activity & Game Rooms

« Lap Pool & Spa - Playground

« 12 Pickleball Courts - Dog Park

« 8 Tennis Courts - Community Garden

» 6 Bocce Ball Courts

= g E

VILLAS SINGLE FAMILY

From the Mid to Upper $200s 11 Home Designs from the Upper $200s to $600s
2-3 Beds | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garages 2-5 Beds | 2-45 Baths | 2- and 3-Car Garages

Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific home being
offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions

apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. DiVosta® are registered trademarks of
PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2020 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 5/12/2020
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covered performance stage. It will effectively cre- oAy -
D O W N TOW N ate an atmosphere where the indoors seamlessly ! == A -

become outdoors, all while having the capacity & ¢ L "
From page 10 to cater to events of all sizes and formats, from '
meetings to weddings.

Whether meandering through the adjacent
garden or admiring the monumental heritage
tree that frames the hall’s entrance, playing fris-
bee on the Great Lawn or prancing through the
fountains, all are sure to feel a spirited sense of
rejuvenation and belonging here at the heart of
Wellen Park.

channeling that waterside vibe along the future
downtown lake’s edge, where people will be able
to bike, go for a stroll, or lounge with a book

— all the while feeling connected to the natural
environment and enjoying uninterrupted views
of Downtown Wellen. The future addition of

a hotel creates another reason for more friends
and family to visit — especially when the hotel’s
waterside location guarantees scenic views for
all rooms.

Just steps away from the great lawn and
waterfront restaurant will be the Town Hall. But
this isn’t a typical civic structure — its simple
yet flexible design includes bright, oversized
windows and retractable walls that will act as a

- ;'Ings are concei;tbal in nature and are.merely an artist’s rendition and are
sul to changes or substitution without netice. ©2020 Wellen Park LLLP.
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An artist’s rendering of Downtown Wellen.

Are you represented at closing?

An attorney represents your interests at closing in ways that a title cc M nnot.

auren Kohl toda
he may assist you. —
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Real Estate
Lauren P. Kohl Title Insuran
Attorney at Law For Sale By @ r

Wills/Trusts/Probate
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GIBSON, KOHL & WOLFF, PL.

West Villages Residents. .

We’'ll take care ot your pests...
So you can get back fo youl

, _$500“ 2 }4

Pest Control O rLawn Care

a OW:! Receive a FREE inspection and save $50
off your new Pest Control or Lawn Service agreement.
*Applicable to new annual service agreement & does not apply to Value Packages.

800 - GO - TRULY
PEST ° TERMITE - RODENT - LAWN - INSULATION
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Landscape Design  Installation

New Construction Sod - Mulch
Renovations Shrubs
Flower Gardens Palm and Citrus Trees

Yard Art and Pottery Locally Grown

Retail & Wholesale
Garden Decor * Pottery Gifts * Garden Center

Visit our website at
beltrannurseryandlandscape.com

B E L T R A NES 5495 Pine Island Rd., Bokee;ii%

NURSERY ¢ LANDSCAPE

239.645.1656

4320 Taylor Rd., Punta Gorda
FULL LANDSCAPING  DELIVERY & INSTALLATION - SOD

PALM FREES - MULCISS RQC BREIRUBS - CLEAN UP 239 o362.4327
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IMAGINE YOUR EVER ... DAY

Welcome to Wellen Park, where distinctive districts offer new homes, shops, restaurants amenities, and
more, creating the opportunity to discover the fun of living well in a place you can call home. Read on for
some exciting information about Wellen Park and what’s to come.

WHAT DOES WELLEN PARK MEAN?

Wellen Park is the name of our Master Planned Community that now includes West Villages and new districts, such
as Downtown Wellen and Playmore. More than the name of a community — it’s a way of living well that’s all about fun
times and good vibes. A feeling that you're a part of a vibrant place that is always changing and yet forever familiar.

WHAT’S HAPPENING TO WEST VILLAGES?
West Villages is never going away. In this new chapter, the existing neighborhoods you know and love are part of the
West Villages district within Wellen Park. As our community grows, the Wellen Park brand identity will evolve.

WHAT DO THESE DISTRICTS MEAN?

We’ve introduced these districts as a way of organizing our growing number of neighborhoods. These districts are
NOT “improvement districts.” They are simply a term for geographically organizing and designating locales within the
master planned community. Regardless of the neighborhood and district, we’re all part of this amazing community
called Wellen Park.

WHY INTRODUCE A NEW BRAND?

We’re introducing Wellen Park so that we can plan for a strategic, long-term representation of our master-planned
community. Along with the established neighborhoods, there is an additional 7000 acres of undeveloped land within
Wellen Park. We have some exciting plans and with this new brand, we can appropriately scale all that is included
within the community.

From a business perspective, we did not legally own the West Villages name, nor could we trademark the use of it.
In addition, there is often confusion about whether West Villages is or was a part of The Villages, which it is not.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME AS A RESIDENT?

While you might notice a few changes to signage and websites, the real change will take the form of more fun for

you, your family, and friends — especially when it comes to events and amenities in future Downtown Wellen Park, a
vibrant mixed-use development serving as the premier shopping, dining, and entertainment destination for our growing
community where dining experiences, entertainment, and boutiques will be seamlessly integrated with waterfront
experiences, pedestrian friendly streets, and public spaces. We have some exciting things on the horizon that you
won’'t want to miss.

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT MY NEIGHBORHOOD?
Your neighborhood isn’t changing. Your home and neighborhood are just as they were before. Now, there will be even
more to explore and enjoy throughout the community outside of your neighborhood.

IS MY ADDRESS CHANGING?
There is no change to your physical or mailing address. While the community name is Wellen Park, this doesn’t impact
existing or future addresses. Wellen Park is a private development.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE WEST VILLAGES IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT?
Wellen Park does not impact or change the West Villages Improvement District. West Villages Improvement District will
continue to be the only Improvement District throughout the community.

WHAT CAN WE LOOK FORWARD TO AS PART OF THIS WELLEN PARK VISION?

Wellen Park is a community where everyday fun flourishes and the spirit of wellness thrives. At Wellen Park, we can

begin each day with a smile, knowing we’re surrounded by everything we need to be our happiest and most fulfilled
selves. With the future creation of Downtown Wellen — and the shops, restaurants and sunsets it will include — there
will be hundreds of ways to brighten each and every day.

WHAT DOES THE TIMELINE FOR THIS TRANSITION LOOK LIKE?

A new Wellen Park website will launch in June when the new name is officially rolled out. We are also in the process of
opening a new Welcome Center that can be enjoyed by both existing and future residents. We look forward to when
circumstances allow for us to celebrate these exciting occasions with you at an in-person community event.

Please visit wellenpark.com/faq for a complete list of FAQs.
Still have questions? Reach out to us at info@wellenpark.com.
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You’re invited to a virtual Happy Hour
hosted by the President of Wellen Park,
Rick Severance. Grab a drink and log
onto Zoom* to hear more information
about the Wellen Park brand.

We'’ll also be kicking off our Facebook
Live sessions and 30 days of giveaways!

VIRTUAL RESIDENT HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAY, MAY 21 - 6PM EST

Do you have questions you’d like answered?
Submit them ahead of time at info@wellenpark.com

Due to time constraints, all questions may not be covered.
Updates and answers will continue to be shared at wellerpark.com/faq

Use your phone’s camera

to scan the QR code and

join the Zoom meeting!

Join by web: WellenPark.com/HappyHour
Join by phone: US: +1 (301) 715 8592
Meeting ID: 998 7619 9437

* Zoom platform is limited to first 1,000 attendees.
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Planting kisses to celebrate planting trees

COURTESY PHOTO

Meet the artist behind
the heartfelt murdl
INside the New Wellen
Park Welcome Center

SPECIAL TO WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

Move over paints and pencils, there’s a new
artistic medium in town. Local Sarasota artist
Alexis Fraser, also known as Lipstick Lex, has
planted her mark on the art scene using lip-
stick and kisses as her mediums of choice. She
draws, smudges, blends, stencils, and person-
ally kisses her creations using colorful lipstick
and cosmetic brushes. Lipstick Lex celebrates
how her kiss prints “lend themselves as more
of the ‘wow factor’ in [her] art. They’re also
symbolic of everything [her] art represents:
love, self-love, beauty, personal empowerment,
joy and positivity.”

Born and raised in the suburbs of Chicago,
Ilinois, Lipstick Lex graduated from North
Central College with a major in secondary art
education and a minor in fine art. She spent
many spring breaks and summers vacation-
ing with her high school sweetheart and now
husband, Josh, here in Sarasota as his family
owned a home in Longboat Key for genera-
tions. After graduating from college, she and
Josh moved to Canada, where Josh was origi-
nally from. Lipstick Lex had to apply for per-
manent residency to legally work and because
this was a two-year process, teaching positions
were not an option. She began creating art on
a regular basis to pass the time, which ulti-
mately led her to where she is today. In 2017,

she and her family, which now includes two
children, moved back to the U.S. and chose to
reside in Sarasota.

She discovered lipstick as a medium while
on a quest to figure out her point of view and
niche as an artist. It was an experimental pro-
cess that spanned six years. She knew that she
wanted to create uniquely and find a method
that was unconventional—as it was important
to differentiate herself to stand out in a sea of
artists. Ultimately, a very large portrait of Mar-
ilyn Monroe led her to lipstick. She wanted
the execution of her portrait to be unusual yet
wanted the creation method to correlate with
her core values and spirit. And, the concept
of lipstick adorning her pieces with her kiss
prints felt extremely fitting!

Soon, residents and visitors can admire
Lipstick Lex’s work in Wellen Park’s new
Welcome Center. She was commissioned
to create a unique, uplifting and whimsical
mural to adorn one of the Welcome Center
walls. The piece will pay tribute to Wellen
Park’s Tree Conservation and Relocation
Program. Wellen Park has teamed up with
three certified arborists to select 26 healthy
live oak trees from Wellen Park’s open land
for transplant to the future downtown area.
No mere saplings, the chosen trees range
from 14 to 93 inches in diameter. The goal is
to preserve the heritage of these trees, which
certainly will be around for longer than one
lifetime.

Lipstick Lex’s favorite aspect of her mural
is that the piece celebrates the preservation
of these local historical trees. “There is such a
synergy between this initiative and what my
art brand represents. Being a part of the over-
all design by creating a one-of-a-kind piece

SEE LIPSTICK, A22 »
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SO you can get back
to the important .
things in life. e
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HEALTHCARE
Charlotte Harbor

Do ihg What's R 4 ht!

941-255-5855
www.SolarisHealthCare.org

A 501 (c)(3) Nonprofit

CAMP BOW WOW

DOGGY DAY CARE & BOARDING - GROOMING

FIRST DAY

fREE !

CAMP BOW WOW® PORT CHARLOTTE
941.815.9410/campbowwow.com/port-charlotte
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The Stonewater

Ideal for couples and empty nesters alike, the Stonewater design maximizes functionality and style. Its
standard single-story design is an entertainer’s delight due tfo its chef-inspired kitchen that blossoms into
the central living space, with adjacent large dining area and easy flow to the expansive lanai. Thanks
to the two full guest suites, accommodating ovemight friends and family is made easy, and made
even easier by an optional second story loft, with separate living area, bedroom and full bath, perfect
for visitors or your own getaway. And finally, relax and unwind at day’s end in the spacious and serene
owner's suite, with elegant double door entry to the master bathroom retreat.

Sales center:
13639 Salinas St., Venice

941-218-2208

CAFE
8-1"x 911"

COFFERED CEILING

DROPPED TRAY

OWNER'S SUITE,
14'-5" x 18'-10"

GATHERIN
218 xP26"

BEDROOM 2
126" x 11-11"

fom‘

DINING
21'-8"x 120"

OPT. ADD'L CABS.

OPT. SHOWER

3 CAR GARAGE

288" x 22'-0"

FLEX
11-3"x 11-11"

OPT. SHOWER

OPT. GARAGE 4' EXTENSION

Specifications

1% Base price: $433,990
B SF: 2,852 - 3,894
=21 3-4 Bedrooms & Den

T 3-4.5 Bathrooms
{nr Home Type: Single Family

|

|
BEDROOM 3
U115 x 1544 |
i

|

)

|

|

|

N
N

/
N /
§ e ¢

RENAISSANCE — MATTAMY HOMES

The Jubilee

The Jubilee Il is a thoughtfully crafted home design with 2,626 square feet of optimized living space

with three bedrooms, three baths, a flex room and a three-car garage. This award-winning home was
designed to offer the best of an open and airy plan, along with flexible private spaces to suit your needs
such as a home office, fitness room or hobby room. The chef-inspired kitchen with an extended island
overlooks the convenient dining area and sunlit great room. The owner's suite is a private retreat that

features an owner's bath with a spacious shower, separate raised vanities, and a generous walk-in closet.

The covered, screened lanai is perfect for enjoying the beautiful Florida weather every day.

Sales center:
11720 Renaissance Blvd., Venice

941-208-6375

P
a:"'

FLEX
1465 1F3

3 CAR GARAGE

Specifications
132 Base price: $365,990

o SF: 2,626
=51 3 Bedrooms

T 3 Bathrooms

{nr Home Type: Single Family
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The Columbia

Welcome to the Columbia. Starting at 2,370 square feet, the Columbia'’s standard layout includes four

bedrooms, three full bathrooms, a flex room and an open-concept kitchen/great room. There's also a
three-car garage. This plan is uniquely designed to allow for several structural options, including bonus
room and guest suite with living and garage space, making it ideal for the multi-generational family.
Personalize your Columbia today. It can become truly what you need.

Sales center:

19806 Bridgetown Loop, Venice

941-208-6897

BEDROOM 2
i

courTvARD.
™

FIRST FLOOR

N E
ol HOWER >
O o QULSTONER % e

GUEST SUITE 2 AT BATH 4 W/
GUEST SUITE 1 GUEST SUITE 1

quest

Sure
W

OPT. GUEST SUITE 21.L.0. OPT. GUEST SUITE 11.L.O.
BEDROOM 2 AND FLEX BEDROOM 2 AND GARAGE

‘[&‘. Base price: $389,990
1 SF: 2,370 - 2,973
=5l 4-5 Bedrooms

ﬁj 3-5 Bathrooms

MAsTER
SE
B

ALT. MASTER
SUITE WINDOWS.

OPT. DELUXE MASTER BATH

‘E:J‘Home Type: Single Family

with Multi-Gen Option

OPT. BEDROOM 5

STAIRS TO OPT. SECOND FLOOR

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

SARASOTA NATIONAL —
WCI, A LENNAR COMPANY
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The Amelia

The Amelia is a comfortable design with 1,741 square feet of living space with a split floor plan. On

one side of the living area, the master bedroom includes a walk-in closet and spa-like bathroom for

indulgent relaxation. On the opposite side, two additional bedrooms share a full bath and useful utility
closet for handy storage solutions. The dining and living rooms share an inviting, open space. The two-
car aftached garage is perfect for parking cars or as a hobby/play area. The covered, tiled patio lets

the air in and keeps pests out.

Sales center:
20061 Galleria Blvd., Venice

941-214-9684

LIVING

100" X 180"

KITCHEN

ROOM
180" X 180"

MASTER
BEDROOM
200" X 140"

DINING
ROOM
130" X 110"

BEDROOM 3
110" X 130"

BEDROOM 2 I
100" X 130"

2 CAR GARAGE
190" X 200"

Specifications
1% Base price: $256,999
0 SF: 1,741
&5 3 Bedrooms
:ﬂﬂj 2 Bathrooms
f-tr Home Type: Coach

MASTER
BATH

/
[

=)

AN
/

The Bella Casa

The Bella Casa is an airy, split plan with 1,571 square feet of living space. An island kitchen blends seamlessly into

a formal dining area and living room, with double glass sliders o a generous lanai. The master bedroom offers
dual sinks, standing shower and walk-in closet. An additional bedroom is situated near the second full bath and
features a charming bay window. The Bella Casa is complete with a versatile den space and one-car garage.

Sales center:

23114 Copperleaf Drive, Venice

941-246-0076

Specifications

fﬁ: Base price: $210,999

Oy SF: 1,571

LAMAL :
P i
i MASTER |
H BETYRCH M
] L T

DN
X i

LIVING ROCM

BEDRCOM 2
(P Sy

T 2 Bathrooms

fnr Home Type: 6-Plex Coach Home

=22 2 Bedrooms & Den
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GRAND PArM — NEAL COMMUNITIES

Virtually staged

The Savannah 2

The open-concept Savannah 2 is an exciting four-bedroom, three-bath, three-car garage single-family
home by Neal Communities. This home includes open space living across 2,863 square feet with a
great room, dining area, gourmet kitchen and den. The master bedroom includes two walk-in closets, a
luxurious soaking tub, corner shower and two vanity sinks. A guest room with en suite accommodations
and walk-in closet is the second bedroom, and a tech space has been included for additional

electronics or flexible space needs.

Sales center:
21209 Wacissa Drive, Venice

941-214-9190

Virtually staged

— - - -
B .
TroT i
_I. - —_— 1
=y ]
I —— =T
1 £
bl
E
A | =
Sy R
s

Specifications

f@‘. Base price: $435,990

@ SF: 2,863
{50l 4 Bedrooms
f 3 Bathrooms
‘L’rtl‘Home Type: S

ingle Family

BocaA RovyArE — NEAL COMMUNITIES

Bright Meadow

This lovely three-bedroom plan in Boca Royale comes with a variety of personalizing options. Off the

foyer, the spacious family room is open to the kitchen with an island, a walk-in pantry and breakfast
nook. Sliders lead from the family room to a sunny covered lanai. A den features attractive French doors.
The master suite with optional coffered ceiling in the bedroom holds two walk-in closets and bath with
dual sinks, walk-in shower and water closet. Both additional bedrooms include walk-in closets. You have
the option of transforming one of the bedrooms into a guest suite with private bath.

Sales center:

1 Golf View Drive, Englewood

941-241-0667

Specifications

%8 Base price: $365,990

@ SF: 2,288
{=3 3 Bedrooms
f 2 Bathrooms

‘Iﬁl‘ Home Type: Single-Family
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The Columbia

Welcome to the Columbia. Starting at 2,370 square feet, the Columbia’s standard layout includes four
bedrooms, three full bathrooms, a flex room and an open-concept kitchen/great room. There's also a
three-car garage. This plan is uniquely designed to allow for several structural options, including bonus
room and guest suite with living and garage space, making it ideal for the multi-generational family.
Personalize your Columbia today. It can become truly what you need.

Sales center:
19806 Bridgetown Loop, Venice

941-208-6897

OPT. GUEST SUITE 21.L.0.
BEDROOM 2 AND FLEX

B

gy

KITCHEN
fitt

g

|&
QULSTONER o ryer
GUEST SUITE 1 ATBATH 4 W/
ST,

OPT. GUEST SUITE 11.L.O.
BEDROOM 2 AND GARAGE

Specifications

OPT. DELUXE MASTER BATH

AsTER
S
[

ALT. MASTER
SUITE WINDOWS.

)

STAIRS TO OPT. SECOND FLOOR

OPT. BEDROOM 5

‘[ﬁ‘. Base price: $389,990

ﬁ SF: 2,370 - 2,973
{581 4-5 Bedrooms
f‘ 3-5 Bathrooms

fr:]‘ Home Type: Single Family
with Multi-Gen Option
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The Amelia

The Amelia is a comfortable design with 1,741 square feet of living space with a split floor plan. On

one side of the living area, the master bedroom includes a walk-in closet and spa-like bathroom for
indulgent relaxation. On the opposite side, two additional bedrooms share a full bath and useful utility
closet for handy storage solutions. The dining and living rooms share an inviting, open space. The two-
car aftached garage is perfect for parking cars or as a hobby/play area. The covered, tiled patio lets
the air in and keeps pests out.

Sales center:
20061 Galleria Blvd., Venice

941-214-9684

MASTER
BEDROOM
200" X 140"

LANAT
2N 0

o e

O Hx |

9 F2 )

< S Z % LIVING
3 N ROOM
‘ : 2z [pw 1820 X 180"

PANTRY

Poﬁ FOYER

DINING
ROOM
130" X 110" |

BEDROOM 3
110" X 130"

2 CAR GARAGE
190" X 200"

Specifications

1% Base price: $256,999

o Sk 1,741

&5 3 Bedrooms

f 2 Bathrooms

‘L',:Er Home Type: Coach
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The Bella Casa

The Bella Casa is an airy, split plan with 1,571 square fee
a formal dining area and living room, with double glass :
dual sinks, standing shower and walk-in closet. An additic
features a charming bay window. The Bella Casa is com

Sales center:
23114 Copperleaf Drive, V

941-246-0076

LIVING RO
1¥x1r

BEDRCCN 2
1FX 1y

Specifications

28 Base price: $210,999
o SF: 1,571

é 2 Bedrooms & Den
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Virtually staged

Virtually staged

The Savannah 2

The open-concept Savannah 2 is an exciting four-bedroom, three-bath, three-car garage single-family
home by Neal Communities. This home includes open space living across 2,863 square feet with a
great room, dining area, gourmet kitchen and den. The master bedroom includes two walk-in closets, a
luxurious soaking tub, corner shower and two vanity sinks. A guest room with en suite accommodations
and walk-in closet is the second bedroom, and a tech space has been included for additional
electronics or flexible space needs.

Sales center:
21209 Wacissa Drive, Venice

941-214-9190

Specifications

f&,‘- Base price: $435,990

@ SF: 2,863

{50l 4 Bedrooms

f 3 Bathrooms

‘L’r:f'Home Type: Single Family

BocaA RovyArE — NEAL COMMUNITIES

Bright Meadow

This lovely three-bedroom plan in Boca Royale comes with a variety of personalizing options. Off the

foyer, the spacious family room is open to the kitchen with an island, a walk-in pantry and breakfast

nook. Sliders lead from the family room to a sunny covered lanai. A den features attractive French doors.

The master suite with optional coffered ceiling in the bedroom holds two walk-in closets and bath with
dual sinks, walk-in shower and water closet. Both additional bedrooms include walk-in closets. You have
the option of transforming one of the bedrooms into a guest suite with private bath.

Sales center:
1 Golf View Drive, Englewood

941-241-0667

L D

Specifications

(& Base price: $365,990

@ SF: 2,288

=51 3 Bedrooms

f 2 Bathrooms

‘Iﬁr Home Type: Single-Family
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The Napoli )
1
The Napoli's impressive, open grand living area has expansive views of an oversized outdoor living area o .,!‘,.!.,:. J
that includes an island kitchen with lofs of storage space and a large casual cafe. You can choose
to add the optional fireplace on the lanai to make your outdoor living area perfect for year-round r-- .: =
enjoyment. The formal dining room, located next to the foyer, is open to the grand living area for easy : : : :
kitchen access. The inviting owner's suite stretches across one end of the floor plan and features a nearly | I F :
20-by-13-foot dressing room and an elegant master bath with garden tub, double vanities and private - 1
water closet. The laundry room and a large pantry abut the private owner’s enfrance, which conveniently
connects directly to the kitchen from the three-car garage. e .
Specifications
Sales center: ‘.ﬁ_i-: Base price: $498,300 ‘a’ 3 Bathrooms
20107 Passagio Drive, Venice &) SR 2,796 Ay Home Type: Single Family
941-218-2696 =21 3 Bedrooms & Bonus room
| HE PRESERVE — D.R. HORTON
|
OUTDOOR LIVING
X4
OWNER'S SUITE
160 x AT0°
DINING
198 = 10T
GREAT
138" x 24
BEDROOM 3
1Z-4" = W-10r
Sl e .
The Delray
Upon entering the Delray model in The Preserve at West Villages, two bedrooms and a full bath can be
found to the side, and a bright, naturally lit kitchen, great room and dining area are straight ahead. i Bfgﬂﬂﬁﬂi
x
Every aspect of this home design accentuates the open concept feel, with a large island kitchen
featured at the heart of the home. The owner's suite is privately located at the back of the home and
features two walk-in closets, a double vanity and a walk-in shower. The home’s flex room features a
closet and can be used as den or a fourth bedroom. Off of the great room is a spacious, covered lanai
ideal for reloxing or dining al fresco. Specificcltions
1 Base price: $297,990 QE 2 Bathrooms
Sales center: -
far SF: 2,034 {nr Home Type: Single Family

11961 Blazing Star Drive, Venice
941-246-0154

{551 3 Bedrooms & Den
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Why is it important you choose
a Board Certified Surgeon?

A surgeon certified in general surgery by the American Board of

~1'” CENTER

{

Surgery has training, knowledge and experience related to the di-
agnosis and comprehensive management of surgical conditions
In fact Dr. Galliano is an accredited Center of Excellence Master
in Colorectal Surgery meaning he has met nationally recognized
standards. Dr. Galliano is the most experienced Colon and Rectal
Surgeon with DaVinci Robotic Surgery in Lee, Charlotte, Sara-
sota and DeSoto Counties. He has performed over 1000 DaVinci
Robotic procedures.

| {5 TAELESL]] IOy
Dr. Domingo E. Galliano Jr. Call to schedule your appointment today!
MD, FACS, FASCRS

General Surgery GA.IJLIANO SURGI CAL GROUP

Board Certified by the American Board of Surgery 18308 Murdock Circle, Suite 108-109, Port Charlotte | 17899 Tamiami Trail, North Port
Colon and Rectal Surgery For more information or to schedule a consultation appointment with
Board Certified by the American Board of (oo and Rectal Surgery (ABCRS) Dr. Galliano or Dr. Finley please call us...941-625-3411
Surgical Critical Care Please visit our website www.gallianosurgery.com

I CE RGN |\ TEGRITY, COMPASSION, RESPECT, ACCOUNTABILITY AND EXCELLENCE
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Charlotte County’s #1 Independent
Used Car Dealer for 23 Years in a Row!

Artwork by Alexis Fraser.

LIPSTICK

From page 16

Gene Gorman’s
Premier Auto Sales

1305 Tamiami Trail,
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

941-639-7300

for this vibrant Welcome Center feels truly
authentic to my personality and my brand,”
she said.

Of course, kisses will play an integral role
in the mural, representing love, beauty and
respect for the historical and majestic trees
that Wellen Park is known for replanting and
preserving. Not only will the piece showcase
Lipstick Lex’s own rendition of one of these
trees, it will also serve as a piece with which
residents can engage, take photos and truly
connect. Her mural will definitely be Insta-
gram-worthy and visitors are encouraged to
take selfies, using it as a backdrop!

When residents and visitors stop by the
new Welcome Center to admire Lipstick Lex’s
conversational mural, they’ll also have the
opportunity to take advantage of some of
the new amenities Wellen Park has to offer.
Visitors can explore which Wellen Park neigh-

Gene Gorman’s
Family Motors

4380 Tamiami Trail,
Punta Gorda, FL 33980

941-625-2141

" B Gene Gorman’s
Dirt Cheap Cars

3305 Tamiami Trail,
Punta Gorda, FL 33980

941-639-1601 ‘%. .

Gene Gorman

www.GeneGGormans.com f o O

“Our satisfied customers are the reason for our success and we know that.”

COURTESY PHOTO

borhood will best fit their lifestyles through
several interactive displays and pop-ups, and
everyone can indulge in a quick sip or bite
from the adjacent coffee/wine bar/craft beer
cafe that will be operated by a local merchant.
The cafe will be the perfect spot for grabbing
an early morning coffee or afternoon happy
hour drink. The outdoor patio will offer views
of a preserve and allow for taking in a perfect
Florida sunset.

Wellen Park champions its warm and
heartfelt community and there will continu-
ally be new ways for residents to connect
together in meaningful ways. Lipstick Lex will
be periodically hosting one of Wellen Park’s
Artist in Residence workshops—where resi-
dents can attend live painting sessions and
connect with other community members.

Residents can also visit her gallery and
event space downtown Sarasota in the Rose-
mary District at 1419 5th Street. She plans to
offer regular art workshops as well as special
events to support local small businesses,
artisans and entertainers. If you're interested
in dueling piano bar nights, slam poetry, live

— .’-r g . —
S - =

i,

& Bamboo Farm

OTTERY 941 505-8400
EXPRESS WwWwwpotteryexpress.com
25370 Zemel Road, Punta Gorda, FL 33955

2018-2019

FLORIDA,
WEEKLYS

BEST

Business & Personal Accounting Services
Your Local CPA & Enrolled Agent Partners for over 33 years

e We prepare Individual, Estate, Trust, Small Business, Corporations, LLC, Nonprofits, Partnerships, Foreign and Foreign
Corporations, along with all State returns.

¢ We have a full bookkeeping and payroll department to handle all of your accounting, payroll, sales tax and quartery reports.
e We will assist you in setting up your new business and determining which is the best entity for your operations.

e Most of our EA’s are a Fellow of the National Tax Practice Institute (NTPI) to assist with repesenting our clients before the
Internal Revenue Service with collections of past taxes or with unfiled tax returns. We also have experience in being called

as an expert witness in court cases from dealing with divorce or business matters.
=
CAMPBELL'S ENROLLED AGENTS & COMPANY, INC.

405 Tamiami Trail e Punta Gorda e (941) 639-0680 e Info@CampbellsEA.com e www.campbellsenrolledagents.com

ENROLLED AGENTS & €O INC.
Tax & Accounting Professionals




COURTESY PHOTO

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL sPRING 2020 | A23

BISTRO

ITALIAN AMERICAN

FUSION i

Artwork by Alexis Fraser.
Artist’s advice

music, 12’;901'1161}’; ft(.)Od andl)lllazvefragte ltaSt' . 8 pieces of advice to find your place Please call for
ings, and private parties, you'll definitely wan ; I .
to pop by for a visit! in the art world from Lipstick Lex: RE ST AURANT

Recently, Lipstick Lex started the “Made 1. ChOLOCS)?/EO'TS]MeQi?h?( £m$ke sure STATUS
With Love Project,” which is designed to you IT) and sTiCK 1O 1.
drive economiz; impact and prov?de com- 2. Target your audience and market 94 1 .484. 1 889
fort, hope, and necessities to families being yourself like crazy.
impacted by COVID-19 and its subsequent 3. Do not limit yourself — there are NO
consequences. She warmly welcomes anyone limifs.
that would like to affiliate themselves, or 4. Be open to constructive criticism.
donate to the cause. Learn more or donate 5. Get used to hearing NO.
at www.kissesforcauses.org. 6. Pay aftention fo what other suc-

cessful artists are doing and mimic

Connect with Lex: their strategies.

www.lipsticklex.com 7. Never stop growing, learning, and

lex@lipsticklex.com honing your craft.

IG @lipstick_lex 8. Embrace the journey and believe

FEB @lipsticklex in yourself.

D'RHORTON THE PRESERVE AT WEST VILLAGES
HAmericas Buiiaer R W HOMES From THE MID-$200s

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

Twin Villa & Single-Family Homes
Scenic Preserve & Lake Views - Gated Community THE PRESERVE

Clubhouse - Resort-Style Pool - Fitness Center AT WEST VILLAGES E *‘%
Pickleball - Bocce Ball Sales Center Open Daily
11961 Blazing Star Dr - Venice, FL 34293 Bl
239.225.2682 - drhorton.com/swfla s

@ *Home and community information, including pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities are subject to change or prior sale at any time without notice or obligation.
Pictures, photographs, features, colors and sizes are approximate for illustration purposes only and will vary from the homes as built. CBC1258802

I].R.Hﬂm“NU D.R. HORTON - EXPRESS - EMERALD - FREEDOM
Americas Budtater
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IMAGINE MORE
FUN SURPRISES & EXCITING PRIZES

Announcing 30 Days of Giveaways for residents of Wellen Park!
Starting June 1, every morning, a new prize will be announced on the
Wellen Park Residents Facebook page with instructions to enter.
Every evening, the winner will be announced.

A CUSTOM
PORTRAIT BY
SARASOTA ARTIST,

LIPSTICK LEX!
Elipstick_lex

BIKES GALORE!
From electric bikes
to cruisers

¢

Prizes are subject to change. Contest rules can be found on Facebook page.
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GRAND CAYMAN

GETAWAY!
4 day, 3 night stay with
air and hotel for 2

PRIVATE
LESSONS!

Frem tennis and golf
to personal training

FUN GIFT CARDS!
From Publix to
local merchants

GROOMING FOR
YOUR DOG!

A fashionable cut for
your furry friend

-~

KAYAK!

Perfect for a
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BY EVAN WILLIAMS
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Retirees Susi and Danny Ruettimann
rescued Goose nearly a decade ago. It is
believed that she was abandoned by a border
collie breeder along a highway in Arkansas.

Today Miss Goosie is known throughout
the Wellen Park neighborhood of Grand
Palm, and on Facebook, as a frisbee-catching
star and a running partner who also loves to
play dress up.

“She brings us so much joy every day!”
writes Ms. Ruettimann, noting that Goosie
has lately been recovering from a limp. After
all, she’s 10 (or 70 in human years).

For the Ruettimanns and many others,
pets are more than companions. They’re
family. They’re good for the heart, too, both
emotionally and often physically.

Our relationships with pets have been
shown to decrease blood pressure and cho-
lesterol, as well as feelings of loneliness and
depression, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

That’s attributed to the fact that pets offer
opportunities for getting outside, exercising
and socializing. Hundreds of miles of side-
walks and trails, along with the Bark Park at
Blue Heron Park, offer residents of Wellen
Park ample opportunity to get out and about
with their pets.

That’s a boon for pet owner and veterinar-
ian Dr. Andrea Daniels, who recently opened
her practice in West Villages Marketplace,
and her clients. Many are seniors and empty
nesters for whom their pets are like children.

“Pets keep them in a routine every day,”
Dr. Daniels says. “Quite a few of them live
alone and their pet is their constant compan-
ion. A lot of them tell me they’re out walking
with their pet every morning and evening.

www.WellenParkJournal.com | WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

FUN & ENERGIZED

[t’s easy for pets to become family at Wellen Park

COURTESY PHOTOS
Miss Goosie is known throughout the Wellen
Park neighborhood of Grand Palm, and on
Facebook, as a frisbee-catching star and a run-
ning partner who also loves to play dress up.

The exercise benefit is well documented.”

Born and raised in Port Charlotte, where
her parents still live, Dr. Daniels worked as
an accountant before going back to school
nine years ago, at age 30, to pursue her
dream of running her own veterinary prac-
tice. It was a passion inspired by a beloved
pet, the late Baylee.

Before opening up her doors in the Mar-
ketplace, an area she remembers as being
mostly cow fields when she was a girl, she
practiced in Gainesville and in Charlotte
County.

“The community so far has been very welcom-
ing and 'm very happy to be here,” she says about
her new home. “I'm looking forward to meeting

everybody. It’s a really nice area.”

After Baylee passed, Dr. Daniels decided
to get two young dogs: Saylor and Isla, both
Jack Russell terriers.

Like Dr. Daniels, her client Vivian Rommé
also opened her heart again to pet ownership
after losing her cocker spaniels Zakk and
Z0é within just seven months of each other.

“We were so blessed to have them in our
lives,” she says.

She and her husband now have two young
dogs. Pogo is a “funny Havanese” who just
turned 2; Izzy, 1, is a “sweet little cocker
spaniel.”

“Pogo and Izzy are great friends,” Ms.
Rommé says. “They love to play together and
roughhouse. They make us laugh every day.
Life is always better with a dog ... or two.”

Of course, not everyone can get out and
about every day. There are pets for them, too.
You might want an active “teenage” dog who
may live many years. Or you might prefer an
older animal, one who likes to just lounge.

Both offer a unique perspective on life,
says Kate MacFall, Florida state director for
the Humane Society of the United States.

“They really teach us so much more than
we teach them,” she says. “Pets teach us
empathy and kindness and fun and just to
live in the moment a little more than most
people do in today’s society.”

Whichever pet you prefer, it’s important to
have a plan if you adopt an animal. A local
shelter or branch of the Humane Society will
have numerous pets to fit any lifestyle.

“There’s a pet for everybody,” says Ms.
MacFall. “And adoption saves a life so that’s a
beautiful thing.”

Options for adoption
The Humane Society of Sarasota County
allows you to browse pictures of cats and
dogs who are available for adoption on the
organization’s website, www.hssc.org.

If you are considering adopting, Ms. Mac-
Fall also suggests The Shelter Pet Project. It
allows you to enter your animal preference and
zip code to search for possible places to adopt
nearby. Visit www.theshelterproject.org.
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If integrity, knowledge and a
professional experience is what
you are looking for bring your

company owned and operated
right here in

2012-. 2019
FLO%HS‘"A
EBKLYS
BEST

GET REAL
Hometown

next real estate closing to a title

Charlotte County ﬁ

324 Goldstein Street Punta Gorda, FL. 33950
17839 Murdock Circle Suite A Port Charlotte, FL. 33948

Service

Title & Closing Services, LLC.

PLEASE CONTACT ME AT 505-0001 OR
NACOLE@HOMETOWNCLOSING.COM

Peddling

Elec_tric icycles!

2z LOUIE’S
4 A * Bicycle Shop

Southwest Florida’s #1 Bicycle & Darts Source

14580 Tamiami Trail, North Port FL 34287
941-423-2613 | louiesbicycles.com




During these difhcult times....

Isn’t time for some
peace of mind?

e Reclaim the

Psychological Testing

Our compassionate and experienced

team of mental health professionals

L een are prepared to deal with any of
your problems - big or small - in a
comprehensive and unbiased manner.

! EACE RJVER Punta Gorda Port Charlotte
425 Cross Street 2525 Harbor Blvd.
PSYCHOLOGY CENTER # 111, PG, FL Ste. 208, PC, FL
www.PeaceRiverPsychologyCenter.com 9415056162  941-255-5489
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is the non-surgical body contouring treatment that freezes and

naturally eliminates fat. No needles, no surgery and little to no

downtime. Developed by Harvard scientists, CoolSculpting is
/ 4 FDA-cleared, safe and best of all, clinically proven.

The certified CoolSculpting” specialists at The Contour Day Spa

will develop your customized treatment plan so you can

say goodbye to stubborn fat. CoolSculpting”

is FDA-cleared to treat 9 areas of the body,

including bra fat, love handles, upper
arms, chin, stomach and thighs.

At Contour you'll receive personalized
attention in a luxurious setting. We
are Dedicated to CoolSculpting®,
which means we have the knowledge
and experience to help you achieve
optimal fat loss. And we guarantee
results with The Contour Promise.

What are you waiting for?
Don’t imagine your results.g‘%

Call Today
941.777.4448

purDaySpa

405 Commercial Court, Suite A, Venice FL 34292
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ROCKS

From page 6

in the IslandWalk newsletter and held a few
informal rock painting classes.

“It just took oft,” she says. “Now I've got
423 members. Not all of them paint, but a
lot of them do.”

She still holds rock painting sessions on
Saturdays in the arts and crafts room at the
IslandWalk community center. Residents
often bring their grandchildren along to take
part in the painting.

On many evenings when Ms. DeNote
takes her golf cart down to the mail center,
she’ll hide a couple of rocks as well.

IslandWalkRocks members have also
painted specific rocks and delivered them to
the doorsteps of residents who have fallen
ill or just need cheering up. And the group
has taken on rock painting missions over
the years to support causes such as breast
cancer awareness, hospice care and a local
Woodstock-type festival.

cancer free. The heart made me think of all
the kind , thoughtful people that supported
me and prayed for me during my treatments .

COURTESY PHOTOS
Dianne Mark Yant’s Facebook post after discov-
ering a painted rock on a walk with her dogs.

M%%M'é"—ﬁh

On Jan.10, 2018, Dianne Mark Yant posted A AN _ = iy,
on the Facebook page: “Loved finding this i i " .
beautiful rock on my first walk with my Custom Cabi nefry QUL —
baby pups after learning I am cancer-free. Cou ﬂTerTOpS and ~
The heart made me think of all the kind, Window Coverings
thoughtful people who supported me and
prayed for me during my treatments. Thank Showroom and
you.” Design Center == == = ==
The Facebook page is filled with pictures 9 === == =
of rocks left — though rarely lost, it seems _'-_ ;|
— and found again in serendipity. ! l » :
“Sometimes the perfect rock falls into the ho* s
perfect person’s hands and really speaks to H AR B O '
them, saying something they need at that R .
HOME SERVICES ——

particular time in their life or that day,” Ms.
DeNote says. “And that makes it all worth-
while.”

FIND OU

Join us at
where you can

£ECome to

) . 1
i _4"‘“

@ venicetheatre.org

ELL PLAYED. ONLINE.

VeniceTheatre.ord
subscribe to our

[ hannel,
mails and Yoqube che
?o\\ow us on social media, (a)lg?ns‘eason
> Subscribe to Our 2020-2

Annual Summe
o stit; planned for July & August!

the cabaret!
r Cabaret Festival

Contact Now for Free Consultation

941-698-1133

www.harborkb.com
Licensed Contractor CBC - 1263525

QUTHERN DESIGN LIVING

COASTAL HOME DECOR, FURNITURE,
JEWELRY, GIFTS & MORE

Follow us on @ @SouthernDesignLiving

941.473.9303

SouthernDesignLiving.com
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JOIN US FOR FACEBOOK LIVE

At Wellen Park, we’re constantly looking for fun ways to brighten each day.
And with our upcoming Facebook Live events premiering this June, it’s easier
than ever to come together online and try something new.

Search for Wellen Park Residents on Facebook [}
or scan the QR code with your phone’s camera to join
in on the fun. Here, you will find a schedule of events,

exciting giveaways, and much more!
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SOME OF OUR UPCOMING ONLINE EVENTS INCLUDE:

An enriching wine tasting
hosted by Venice Wine
& Coffee Co.

An energizing fitness class hosted by
Chancy Bolo, a personal trainer and one of
the fitness experts at Gran Paradiso

A scenic biking tour
of Wellen Park’s
beautiful trails
and pathways

Events are subject to change.
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Pottery Express & Bamboo Farm is filled with idea gardens, colorful pottery from around the

world and a host of native and exotic plants..

WELLNESS

From page 8

it’s right in your backyard. And the area is
so beautiful and lush, with ponds and water
and wildlife.

“And when you get out to walk, what hap-
pens? You feel connected with the universe.
You can breathe. You see trees and animals,
and sometimes you see other people walking
and get a chance to say hi from a distance, so
it gives you that sense of connection.

“A brisk walk is all you really need to do,
but if you've been walking for a long time
you should speed up the pace. Generally
speaking, just a brisk walk alone alleviates
stress levels because once you get your heart
rate up it releases endorphins, which makes
you feel good and reduces stress hormones.

“You can walk every single day — soaking
up the sun and the air.

“One of the beauties of living in this par-
ticular area is everything is at your fingertips,
including fitness facilities. I would say 85%
of the folks in Wellen Park take full advan-
tage of their clubhouse workout facilities and
appreciate the convenience.

“This community is one of the most beau-
tiful places in the country. People love to
take advantage of all the things to do. That’s
part of why they’re here.”

Debbie Sloan

CFO and co-owner

Pottery Express & Bamboo Farm
25370 Zemel Road, Punta Gorda
941-505-8400
www.potteryexpress.com

Pottery Express & Bamboo Farm is more
than a store. It’s a 5-acre, open-air destina-
tion filled with idea gardens, colorful pottery
from around the world and a host of native
and exotic plants. Think of it as museum
where you can buy anything on display. The
inventory includes pottery suited to lanai
gardening, and the staff is happy to answer
questions about container gardening.

Everyone’s talking about being healthy,
both physically and emotionally, says co-
owner Debbie Sloan. And nurturing plants
can help toward both of those.

“Every morning, I go out on my lanai and
do a walk-around,” she says. “It’s part of
that peaceful grounding time for me to walk
around as I drink my coffee and appreciate
what’s going on out in the world before I
have to sit at my desk.

“Container gardening can be productive
foodwise, or it can be productive just for
your eyes and your senses,” she adds. Either
way, it’s a good thing.

Tommy Villani
Owner
Irma’s Tacos, Craft Beer and Tequila Bar
12221 Mercado Drive, Venice
Facebook: Irma’s Tacos, Craft Beer and
Tequila Bar
Instagram: Irmastacostl

Currently under construction Irma’s
Tacos, Craft Beer and Tequila Bar is coming
this summer to Wellen Park Marketplace.
The restaurant will feature more than two

"l think part of the idea of
Wellen Park is fo provide a
variety of fun, entertaining

places where you can
get high-quality food and
beverage from people who
are local to the community.”

— Tommy Villani, Irma’s Tacos,
Craft Beer and Tequila Bar

TOMMY VILLANI / COURTESY PHOTO

Tommy Villani

dozen kinds of tacos, from traditional Mexi-
can street tacos to gourmet international
tacos, as well as 12 craft beer taps and nearly
100 different tequilas.

“I think part of the idea of Wellen Park
is to provide a variety of fun, entertaining
places where you can get high-quality food
and beverage from people who are local to
the community,” says owner Tommy Villani.

“You’re not going to see a ton of chains
here; you're going to see more people like
us — local guys who have been around for a
long time. Probably one of the best parts, I
think, is we're invested in the community as
much as the community is invested in us.”

Mr. Villani says tequila is a “misunder-
stood” alcohol.

“People tend to put tequila with the idea
of being intoxicated versus really good tequi-
las being on the same levels and flavor pro-
files as higher-end whiskies and scotches,”
he says. “But when you get into brands of
tequila that most people aren’t familiar with,”
he adds, “you can come up with the kind of
creative cocktails you see with other high-
grade alcohols.”

There also is a case for tequila being one
of the healthiest liquors out there, he adds,
because it’s made from agave, which is a
100% all-natural sugar.

“So when you drink tequila properly,
some believe it’s one of the healthiest ways
to drink.”

For a taste of what’s to come at the Mar-
ketplace Irma’s, here are a couple of recipes
to try at home while watching one of Wellen
Park’s amazing sunsets from your lanai.
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Irma’s Anegjo Old-Fashioned
An introduction to tequila for whisky and
bourbon drinkers

1.75 oz. Anejo tequila

0.25 oz. vanilla syrup

3 drops lemon bitters

Cherry and orange peel garnish

Pour all liquid ingredients into a mix-
ing glass over ice. Stir one minute. Strain
into an old-fashioned glass over one big
piece of ice. Garnish with orange peel and
cherry.

Irma’s Besame Mucho
Perfect for watching the sunset in the
backyard

1.5 oz. Blanco tequila

1.5 oz. dry white wine

3 fresh strawberries

Y5 oz. fresh lemon juice

Y5 oz. simple syrup

2 oz. sparkling water

Lemon twist and strawberry garnish

Muddle strawberries in a cocktail shaker.

Pour all other ingredients except spar-
kling water into the shaker. Strain shaker
contents into a glass over fresh ice. Fill
remainder of glass with sparkling water.
Garnish with lemon twist and strawberry.

Jill DeMarco
Fitness and wellness director
Boca Royale Golf & Country Club
1601 Englewood Road, Englewood
941-475-6464
www.bocaroyale.com/fitness/fitness-
overview

Boca Royale Golf & Country Club offers
many fitness and wellness options to its
members. Among these are once-a-month
kayaking and bicycling excursions that Jill
DeMarco leads.

“We have a very active community here,
so it definitely is something that people
look forward to on that monthly basis,”
she says. “I have a lot of regulars who
come to every monthly event. It gives them
another opportunity to be outside doing
something active.

“There’s a lot of golf, tennis and walking
all the time, of course, but it’s fun to get
together as a group with friends to bike.

“My cycling outings have been on the
Legacy Trail. It’s beautiful and safe, and we
can get a good 20 miles in going up and
back. Parts of the trail are shaded by a tree
canopy, and we go over the water a few dif-
ferent times. What’s nice is you can always
turn around, so you don’t have to go all
the way.

“But I've found it impressive that many
people think, ‘Oh, I'll probably turn
around early, and then next thing you
know they’ve gone all the way. People sur-
prise themselves. I think it’s because the
beautiful scenery is a distraction

“Kayaking provides a different avenue to
get out to enjoy the day. Our outings are to
different locations for a two-hour paddle.
We’ve been on the intercoastal, we’ve been
on the Myakka River and we’ve been to
several parks. It’s always calming and fun
to be on the water.

“I like that it’s more of an upper body
and core workout. And it’s fun to paddle
with other people. I think there’s also
a safety factor. Some people might not
feel comfortable going out kayaking by
themselves, especially when they’re not
familiar with a location. When you’re with
a group, you can follow along, and you have
somebody to talk to about everything you're
seeing.”

So, no matter what path you take toward
wellness, Wellen Park has just what you need.
Think of it as wellness — your way.
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"My cycling outings have been on the Legacy Trall. If's

beautiful and safe, and we can get a good 20 miles in

going up and back. What's nice is you can always turn
around, so you don't have to go all the way.

— Jill DeMarco,

Fithess and wellness director
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With an effortless one-time close process, helping you build your dream home is our specialty. And if you're in
between financing your new home and your current home, our bridge loans can help with that too.

Get started! Connect with an LMCU loan officer today,
call (239) 360-9347 or visit LMCU.org/Mortgage.

*For well-qualified borrowers. LMCU NMLS ID #442967. = Equal Housing Lender.
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ERIC-JOHN

CLAESSENSE

FHITIILY DENTISTRY

We believe in improving the
health & vitality of our patients
with honesty & integrity.

In practice for over 32 years, Eric-John Claessens, DDS
is your trusted dentist in North Port. We welcome new
patients and offer a wide range of dental services including:

e IMPLANTS « DENTURES
* INVISALIGN + ALL GENERAL &
COSMETIC PROCEDURES

80 8 &
g ¢ OH MY GOSH! What a professional, congenial
dental group Il We are 77 & 82 years old and

thanks to Dr. Claessens's professional services

New Patients
Welcome

and dental hygiene (prevention) teaching, we
are still chewing on most of our ‘original teeth! 99

Dave & Patty P.

Located just past River Road at
12450-A. S. Tamiami Trail,
North Port, FL. 34287
www.northportdds.com

(941) 423-1777

Eric-John Claessens, DDS

A34 | spPrRING 2020

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

WELLCOME
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like farmer’s markets, festivals and concerts,
water recreation, and more.

Hub of hearifelt
connections

Wellen Park is a place where friends are
like family and family is never far. From
dynamic districts to friendly neighborhoods
and award-winning homes, there’s an amaz-
ing variety of settings for bringing people

together and connecting in meaningful ways.

With this new chapter, even more opportu-
nities exist for heartfelt engagement, from
casual chances to meet up with neighbors
along endless trails to future planned com-
munity events. Whether getting together for
drinks on the patio, a lively game night, or
a neighborly barbecue, every gathering at
Wellen Park is guaranteed to feel like home.

Channeling waterside
vibes

Wellen Park is infused with an easygoing
and extroverted attitude — in other words, it’s

all about going with the flow. At Wellen Park,
embracing a casual lifestyle is second nature.
From Senator Bob Johnson’s Landing along
the Myakka River, to the future lakeside dining
options in Downtown Wellen, countless places
weave water and wellness into the easygoing
way of life. At the end of the day, this is a com-
munity that celebrates the casual mindset of
Florida’s West Coast and cultivates an atmo-
sphere that’s both effervescent and effortless.

Together, these pillars are at the heart of
Wellen Park’s identity and are behind the
encouragement for residents to live their best
days ever, every day — and yes, even despite
the atmosphere of change and uncertainty
we're living in right now. Because there is
something wonderful happening here. A place
that’s all about fun and good vibes. A feeling
that each person is a vital part of a vibrant
community — one that is always changing,
yet forever familiar. At Wellen Park, each day
begins with a smile, surrounded by everything
one needs to be their best and happiest self.
Thriving connections. Friendly neighborhoods.
A downtown with shops, restaurants and sun-
sets galore. Hundreds of ways to brighten the
days, enlivened by the natural wonderland of
Florida’s always amazing West Coast.

Explore Wellen Park and discover the fun
of living well.
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Friendly Floors
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Serving Dental Patients of Charlotte County for over 45 years!
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