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New North Port safety building coming to Wellen Park

BY LAURA TICHY-SMITH
Wellen Park Jourmnal Correspondent

Kids seem to have a natural attraction
to fire trucks, and by the end of 2021, the
children and grandchildren of Wellen Park
homeowners will have a big, new fire station
with shiny trucks to thrill them. The City
of North Port Fire Station 86, which the
developers of Wellen Park have long planned
to provide as part of the development, is
finally becoming a reality.

The 24,000-square-foot City of North Port
Safety Building being built at the corner of
Tamiami Trail and Preto Boulevard will house
a fire engine, ladder truck, two ambulances
and 11 personnel in the four-bay building.
The new facility will also help the city uphold
its end on mutual aid agreements with the
safety services of other municipalities.

Additionally, the city’s new safety building
will house a police annex, as well as a fire
prevention bureau/plans examiner’s office in
the heart of growing Wellen Park.

“They’ll be the primary fire plans reviewer
(inspector) serving Wellen Park as it
continues to grow, so it will give better access
and provide a place where they can have

meetings with the developer, contractors, or
anything like that,” explains Scott Titus, fire
chief of the City of North Port Fire Rescue.
“We think that will aid with the growth of the
community and help develop that area.”

Helping streamline development in
Wellen Park is a nice bonus to getting the
necessary approvals to get homeowners into
their homes faster, but the main purpose of
the building is in its name: safety. And to
accomplish keeping Wellen Park residents
safe, the City of North Port has had to look at
its response time for emergency calls.

In the early years of development, Sarasota
County handled the emergency call volume
for the Wellen Park section of North Port
through a mutual aid agreement. “It was
primarily ranch land, so there was very little
impact,” Chief Titussays about the previous
arrangement. “As development has taken off,
so have the emergency calls and the need for
the city to have its own up-to-date fire station
onsite in Wellen Park,” he adds.

North Port’s fire department needs the new

SEE ADDITION, A30 »

"They'll be the primary fire plans reviewer (inspector) serving
Wellen Park as it continues to grow, so it will give better access
and provide a place where they can have meetings
with the developer, contractors, or anything like that.”

— Scott Titus, fire chief of the City of North Port Fire Rescue
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Marie Selby Gardens
triples in size
through Historic
Spanish Point
acquisition

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Jourmnal Correspondent

One of the best ways to be active and enjoy
the Gulf Coast is to visit places that celebrate
Florida’s natural environment. And right near
the vibrant Sarasota downtown is a long-time
favorite attraction that is blooming, literally
and figuratively.

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens celebrated
the 45th anniversary of its official opening
this year by purchasing Historic Spanish Point
and thereby tripling the size of its botanical
landscape to 45 acres.

The original 15-acre downtown Sarasota
campus is the only botanical garden in the
world dedicated to the display and study of
orchids, bromeliads, gesneriads and ferns,
epiphytes and tropical plants.

Just 10 miles south, the 30-acre Historic
Spanish Point is one of the country’s largest
preserves open to the public. It showcases
native Florida plants, which are set around an
ancient shell midden and collection of historic
structures.

The Historic Spanish Point purchase wasn’t
planned, but things moved quickly when that
organization approached Selby Gardens in
February about partnering.

“They were facing significant financial
challenges, and we realized how complementary
they were to what we were doing,” Jennifer
Rominiecki, president and CEO of Selby
Gardens, explains. The transaction happened
on May 1.

“We're both bayfront sanctuaries, have
wonderful local history, were founded by
private citizens and offer access to Florida’s
natural world,” Ms. Rominiecki adds.

They differ, she notes, in that the downtown

SEE WELLEN, A36 »

COURTESY OF MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS
Tropical Conservatory walkway.
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ALL WELLEN GOOD

Three home trends gaining momentum

We’re using our spaces at homes a little
differently in 2020. We're working from
home, kids are going to school at home,
we're trying to keep them occupied with
activities, and we’re looking for ways to
enjoy our favorite activities, all while social
distancing.

As a result, home builders and designers
are rethinking the design and use of home
spaces. Are there better ways you can be
utilizing your space and how can you get
creative with what you have, both indoors
and outdoors? If you're in the process of
buying a home, should you start looking
for specific things?

We asked award-winning interior design
firm Builders Design for their take on the
trends they are seeing in home design as a
result of the pandemic.

More buyers are seeking
homes with more space

The idea of ‘less is more’ is now a thing of
the past. Builders Designs reports that more
buyers are now seeking homes with: a big-
ger kitchen
for more food
storage, private
home offices,
places for kids
to get school-
work done
and allow for
playtime, fam-
ily spaces that
allow connected
but separate
seating areas, and workout areas to stay
healthy while gyms may be closed.

Although homebuyers are seeking more
space, open floor-plan options may need to
be adjusted for certain homebuyers. If you

Maintaining a germ-
reduced environment

In an effort to reduce germs within the
home, mudrooms and hygiene stations are
being designed for entrance areas and no-
contact delivery appliances are being placed
near the front door. Ideally these are places
to leave shoes, clothing, and other personal
belongings upon entry to avoid tracking
dirt and germs into the home.

These areas include sanitation wipes and
disinfectant sprays; bins for gloves, masks,
shoes and other gear worn outside; a place
for hand washing or showering; and a place

for shopping bags, recycling and mail.

are still in the workforce or have children, you
may need private spaces to successfully work
from home, keep children occupied, quaran-
tine (if necessary) and entertain guests with
room to social distance.

The importance
of outdoor space

Outdoor space also allows for more human
interaction. Outdoor amenity spaces are now
including verandas, porches, terraces, french
doors onto Juliet balconies, and covered out-
door kitchens for open-air socializing.

Builders Design recently announced their

exclusive
partnership
with Houzz,
the leading
platform for
remodeling
and design.
Houzz and
Builders
Design are
shaking up
the model
home experience by using proprietary tech-
nology to offer Houzz-branded models that
are shoppable to drive more traffic to our
communities.

If you're interested in revamping your
space, have any interior-design related ques-
tions, or just want to stay up-to-date with
news, be sure to check out the Builders
Design website.

You can also visit the Wellen Park Facebook
page and take a look at our LIVE session
hosted in June, which featured Marnee Duffus
and Brooke Collins of Builders Design!

NOW LEASING | RETAIL & OFFICE SPACE
DELIVERING Q2 2022

MORE FUN

A vibrant mixed-use development where shopping, dining

and entertainment are seamlessly integrated with waterfront

experiences, public spaces and high-density residential.

Retail Leasing: 813-413-6700 | Office Leasing: 941-999-4822
WELLENPARK.COM
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BY RUSTY PRAY

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

For the moment, it’s a small part of the
larger plans for Wellen Park over the next
few years. For the moment, the building is
just a shell. But come October the Wellen
Park Welcome Center will be full. It will have
unique art and displays that help to tell the
Wellen Park story, interactive presentations to
help guide home buyers through their home
search journey, and areas for visitors and resi-
dents to connect with one another.

The Welcome Center will be the first stop
for home buyers looking for their next place
to call home, an event location for real estate
brokers and builders, and enough amenities
and cool touches to make it a hip place to
hang out.

“We're extremely excited,” says Christine
Masney, vice president of marketing for
Wellen Park. “Our goal was to create a space
that was both welcoming and engaging. Right
now, it's empty - but once we get everything
in here, it’s going to be a really comfortable
environment for those who visit.”

Ms. Masney outlines goals for the building
that sits within the downtown district, not
far from the 80-acre lake that will be the focal
point of Downtown Wellen.

“We want this to be the first place where
everyone stops to learn about our neighbor-
hoods and builders, and about the amenities
within our master-planned community,” she
says. “Many of our home buyers are from
outside of the area and this may be the first

www.WellenParkJournal.com

WELCOME HOME

New Welcome Center takes shape

at the heart of Wellen Park

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

The main entrance to the Wellen Park Welcome Center.

time they are visiting Southwest Florida
and Wellen Park. They might be from Ohio
or New Jersey and currently we don’t have
a central place for them to learn about the
home offerings and amenities. They get off
a plane and they drive around visiting each

neighborhood and builder and are left to

decipher through everything on their own.

That’s a lot of people to talk to and
mounds of information to take in at one
time. And its proven challenging for some
prospective residents.

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

But despite the challenges, Ms. Masney
says, “people love Wellen Park and have cho-
sen to buy their new home here. Our home
builder sales teams have done an amazing job

SEE WELCOME, A6 »
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AMENITIES

Walk/Bike Path | State of the Art Fitness Center
Aerobics/Yoga Studio | Arts & Crafts Room
Card Rooms | Billiards | Library
Resort-style Pool with Zero-entry area | Spa
Poolside Sand Beach with Cabanas
Tennis & Pickleball Courts | Boardroom & Meeting Space
Event Lawn | Playground
Locker Rooms Complete with
Spa Treatment Room, Sauna, & Steam Room

20061 GALLERIA BLVD | VENICE, FL 34293

1-75 to Exit 193 (Jacaranda Blvd), go south. Take the 2nd exit at
the traffic circle to stay on Jacaranda Blvd. After 3.5 miles, turn
left on US-41/Tamiami Trail. Community will be on the left.
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At West Villages

< Ava from $224,999 /

3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Baths | 1-Car Garage | 1,871 Sq. Ft. A/C

Berkly from $214,999

3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Baths | 1-Car Garage | 1,879 Sq. Ft. A/C
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< Magnolia from $230,999

3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garage | 1,417 Sq. Ft. A/C

Orchid from $240,999

2 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | Den | 2-Car Garage | 1,564 Sq. Ft. A/C

LennarGranParadiso.com

< Amelia from $256,999

3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garage | 1,741 Sq. Ft. A/C

Brandywine from $276,999

3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garage | 2,110 Sq. Ft. A/C
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877-45-LENNAR | LennarSWFL.com
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Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQI013633) 07/20.

feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. ltems shown are artist's renderings and may contain options that are not standard on all models or notincluded in the purchase price.
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"We want this fo be the first place where everyone stops to learn abbout our community and our neightborhoods.”

The Welcome Center is expected to be completed in the fall.

— Christine Masney, vice president of marketing

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

WELCOME

From page 4

of educating prospective home buyers about
all things Wellen Park, but we’re hoping this
new Welcome Center creates an easier pro-
cess for homebuyers, while also removing
some of the education process off the plates
of our builder sales teams.”

The Welcome Center will serve as an
information clearinghouse for potential buy-
ers and real estate agents, but it also will be

a place for residents and the general public
to stop by and grab a cup of coffee, a glass
of wine, or a craft beer at the adjoining café,
Barrel & Bean that will be operated by OTW
Restaurant Group, who also owns Irma’s
Tacos in the adjacent Marketplace shopping
center.

“We want our residents to feel like they
can come in and say hi on their morning
walk or stop in with friends and family who
maybe visiting for the week and who may be
interested in moving to Wellen Park as well,”
Ms. Masney says.

SEE WELCOME, A28 »

D'RHORTON

Americas Budtater

PRESERVE AT WELLEN PARK

Venice, Florida

The Preserve at Wellen Park is nearly Sold Out!

Don’t miss the opportunity
to own a new home in this
highly-desired community.

Located in the West Villages
district of Wellen Park, homes in
Preserve are selling fast, making
now the time to consider one of
six beautiful home designs in this
residential oasis.

Schedule a tour today to find out
why so many people have made
the choice to call Preserve at
Wellen Park home.

PRESERVE AT WELLEN PARK
New Twin Villas and Single-Family Homes from the mid-$200s’

11961 Blazging Star Drive
Joe Correll lll - JJCorrell3@drhorton.com

Venice, FL 34293
Trevor Miller - TMMilleri@drhorton.com

D.R. Horton is an Equal Housing Opportunity Builder. *Home and community information, including pricing, included features, terms, availability and amenities are subject to change and prior sale at any time
without notice or obligation. Pictures, photographs, features, colors and sizes are approximate for illustration purposes only and will vary from the homes as built. Florida Registered Building Contractor License
# CBC1258802

D-RHORTON
Americas Buitater

D.R. HORTON - EXPRESS - EMERALD - FREEDOM

239.225.2682 | drhorton.com/swfla
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Landscape Design Installation

New Construction Sod - Mulch
Renovations Shrubs
Flower Gardens Palm and Citrus Trees

Yard Art and Pottery Locally Grown

Retail & Wholesale
Garden Decor « Pottery Gifts « Garden Center

Visit our website at
beltrannurseryandlandscape.com

BELTRANS

5495 Pine Island Rd., Bokeelia

NURSERY ¢ LANDSCAPE gPAPEZSRIEHIE

FULL LANDSCAPING « DELIVERY & INSTALLATION + SOD 4320 Taylor Rd., Punta Gorda

PALM TREES - MULCH + ROCK - SHRUBS « CLEAN UP 239 362 4327
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It's clear that Wellen Park residents love Submit your pet pics via But wait, there’s more.
their pets, and now we want you to start email to info@wellenpark.com Each issue, Dr. Andrea
sharing your fun-loving pet pics with your or via Facebook messenger Daniels from West Villages
fellow neighbors. From a frisbee-loving @wellenparkfl and we’ll Animal Clinic will share
border collie to a frantically zooming feature them in an upcoming a pet tip to help you take
kitty to a beach-crazy golden retriever, issue of the Wellen Park better care of your furry
we want to see all the fun your pets are Journal and on our social friends in between visits to
having in and around Wellen Park. channels. the vet.




DiVOSTA
IslandWalk

13639 Salinas Street, Venice, FL 34293
(941) 220-0548 | DiVosta.com/IslandWalk

WHERE EVERY DAY FEELS
LIKE A VACATION

From limitless amenities and a full-time Activities Director to miles of bridges, boardwalks
and walkways, opportunities for exploring nature, staying active, connecting with others or
just relaxing, are endless. Whatever you can image, you are sure to find it here.

WORLD-CLASS AMENITIES

« Full Monthly Calendar - Half Basketball Court

of Events - Event Lawn &

« 3 Clubhouses Fire Pit Lounge Area

« Modern Fitness Rooms « Outdoor Gathering Areas
« 2 Resort-Style Pools  Activity & Game Rooms

« Lap Pool & Spa - Playground

« 12 Pickleball Courts « Dog Park

« 8 Tennis Courts - Community Garden

6 Bocce Ball Courts

=2 -:-!"*".- k
VILLAS SINGLE FAMILY

2 Villa Designs from the Mid to Upper $200s 11 Home Designs from the Upper $200s to $600s
2-3 Beds | 2 Baths | 2-Car Garages 2-5 Beds | 2-45 Baths | 2- and 3-Car Garages

Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific home being
offered and depicts a model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions

apply. Square footage listed is approximate. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales consultant for details. DiVosta® are registered trademarks of
PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2020 PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 8/20/2020
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Meet the merchant: Bocca Lupo Coal-Fired Pizza Restaurant

BY CHARMAINE ENGELSMAN-ROBINS

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

There’s just something about growing up
in and carrying on a family business that fills
some with a very special sense of pride.

Dennis and David Valentino’s parents ran
a successful Italian restaurant that was like a
second home for their sons. The boys worked
there for 16 years and ended up taking over the
business when their folks retired. The sense of
responsibility that goes with that is huge. From
the work ethic to the recipes, this restaurant is
their family.

Dennis Valentino proudly told us all about it:

“The Wellen Park location was chosen care-
fully;” he said. “We believe you shouldn’t go into
a community unless you're needed there ...
in fact, I think going in where there’s already a
similar establishment is kind of arrogant. We
learned from the diners at our Port Charlotte
locations that many came from Wellen Park,
and that’s why we came in.”

Using family recipes and traditions, the
Valentinos believe a family-owned restaurant
should strive to make every diner feel like fam-
ily. That special care and pride goes into the
preparation of their food.

“We make New York-style pizza with our
dough matured for 24 to 48 hours ans baked
in a coal-fired oven ... and that makes all the
difference,” he said. “We also finish our wings in
the coal-fired oven after frying them and toss-
ing them in our signature homemade sauces;
that gives them that extra crispness and carmel-
ization that makes our wings so special.”

The Bocca Lupo menu of course includes the
favorites you'd expect at any respected Italian
family restaurant — think Baked Ziti, Fettuc-
cini Alfredo and numerous pasta dishes — but

COURTESY PHOTOS

also has a bit of a twist: a selection of popular
submarine sandwiches on homemade rolls
— which, again Mr. Valentino said, “I promise
you makes all the difference!”

Settled in Wellen Park since April of this year,

little did they know when planning the location’s
features how well some of their choices would
serve them in light of the new challenges facing
restaurateurs during this national pandemic.
“We don’t do delivery, but for some reason

"We make New York-style
pizza with our dough
matured for 24 to 48 hours
and baked in a coal-fired
oven ... and that makes
all the difference.”

— Dennis Valentino, co-owner
Bocca Lupo Coal-Fired
Pizza Restaurant

we just decided to have a pick-up window

for take-out in Wellen Park (as they do in the
North Port location),” he said. “Maybe it’s
because we knew Wellen Park is such a pedes-
trian-friendly community. We had no idea how
much demand for this service would develop in
a few short months.”

Because the Valentino family has always
considered their customers to be like extended
family, they make a point of giving back to the
community.

Tuesday is “Pizzas for a Cause” two-pizza-
special night, when a percentage of the eve-
ning’s profits go to a variety of local charities
and causes.

To thank loyal customers for their patron-
age, Wednesday features half-price specials, and
Thursday is always a surprise with the “Face-
book Special of the Week” (find it each week on
their social media page). Monday is a customer
favorite: half-price wings.

To learn more about Bocca Luca at Wellen
Park (and additional Valentino restaurants), like
them on Facebook and explore their website at
www.boccalupopizza.com.

RESPECTABLE PAVER, TRAVERTINE & CONCRETE SEALING

PAVER, TRAVERTINE
CONCRETE SEALING

ROOF AND HOME
SOFT WASH

HOME WATCH
SERVICES

NANOTECHNOLOGY

ROOF WATER PROOFING




During these challenging times, we remain open and dedicated to safely serving our cancer patients.

Your treatment.

You don’t plan for a cancer diagnosis. You begin to
worry about your family, friends, work and health.
Florida Cancer Specialists will be by your side —
throughout the journey. Our doctors and nurses
provide personalized, targeted treatment and clinical
expertise so you can have peace of mind. And with
world-class care that's close to home, we're always

here to help.

We'll give you the strength to move forward — every
step of the way.

Proud to serve patients at our two North Port and
Port Charlotte locations.

Alexander Glick, MD n

Christopher Lobo, MD K FLO RI DA CANCE R

Ivor Percent, MD S PECIALISTS

Arsh Singh, MD & Research Institute
Vance M. Wright-Browne, MD

FLCancer.com
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FUN-LOVING LIFESTYLES

Hello Neighbor: Christina Shaw

BY ROBIN F. DEMATTIA

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Christina Shaw hit it out of the ballpark
when she landed a job with the Atlanta
Braves franchise nine years ago.

While a student at Mercer University in
Macon, Ga., she had an internship with the
Rome Braves. Ms. Shaw enjoyed the work
so much that she became the minor league’s
office manager after graduation in 2011.

A highlight was traveling with the 2016
Rome Braves team — which included stars
such as Max Fried, Mike Soroka, Kolby
Allard and Austin Riley — as they became
the South Atlantic League champs.

When the Braves were getting ready to
open CoolToday Park, Ms. Shaw was one of
several Rome Braves employees who made
the move to Wellen Park in early 2018. The
transition included a promotion to senior
director of special events and hospitality.

“The Braves organization is top notch,”
Ms. Shaw says. “I feel very lucky to have been
prepared for this role and have stayed with
them as long as I have.”

She was also excited to begin discovering
Florida’s Gulf Coast, including the ocean,
which she rarely saw growing up 45 minutes
west of Atlanta.

“I used to go to Panama City on vaca-
tion but had never been to the west coast
of Florida,” she says. “I love it. This area has
so much to do ... It’s the right pace of life
for me.” Christina explored each of Wellen
Park’s neighborhoods before deciding to buy
her home in Renaissance. “The neighbor-
hood felt vibrant and yet welcoming at the
same time,” Christina noted. “I have met
some really amazing neighbors and I abso-

lutely love coming home to
my house after a long day at
the ballpark.”

It’s not surprising that
someone who has spent her
career working for a sports
organization would be an
athlete herself. Ms. Shaw
played high school varsity
softball, basketball and golf.

Because she likes to be
active outdoors, she enjoys
the natural environment
and wellness aspects of
Wellen Park. “I can run
everywhere because there
are unlimited trails and
parks,” she enthuses. “And
more are being developed,
which excites me.”

She especially likes connecting the Wellen
Park community with the Braves orga-
nization and bringing people together at
CoolToday Park.

“It says a lot about this facility that the
second person on the ground was someone
who was developed for hospitality,” she says.
“We saw this as being a centerpiece of the
community and the events we could host
year-round.”

Ms. Shaw and her team of 20 full-time
employees coordinate more than 100 activi-
ties annually such as concerts, car shows,
movie nights and Play in the Park Day.

COURTESY PHOTOS
Christina Shaw , senior director of special
events and hospitality for the Atlanta Braves,
signs a steel beam at the topping ceremony for
CoolToday Park.

West Villages Resicl?*nts. 4

We’'ll take care ot your pests...
So you can get back fo youl

OW:?: Receive a

E inspection and save $50
off your new Pest Control or Lawn Service agreement.
*Applicable to new annual service agreement & does not apply to Value Packages.

800 - GO - TRULY
PEST ° TERMITE - RODENT - LAWN - INSULATION
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She is hopeful that some events scheduled
for later this year that allow for social dis-
tancing will proceed, including two mara-
thons and the Jingle Jam holiday celebration
the first weekend in December. Last year’s
holiday event featured crafts for kids, live
entertainment, a craft show, golf cart parade
and photo opportunities with Mr. and Mrs.
Claus.

Group tours of the stadium are available,
and she hopes to reopen tickets for individu-
als again soon.

Ms. Shaw encourages people to enjoy the
Superior Pools Tomahawk Tiki Bar and Grill,
which is open and following health and safe-
ty guidelines. The restaurant offers outdoor
dining with a refreshing breeze and is a great
spot for family and friends to watch sunset
or images on the stadium’s high-definition
big screen.

As she plans events for 2021, Ms. Shaw
is rebooking some activities originally
planned for this year, such as a celebrity
softball tournament. And she is busy field-
ing requests for facility rentals for wed-
dings, rehearsal dinners, school dances and
corporate events.

With Major League Baseball open now,
Ms. Shaw also looks forward to welcoming
back fans at special events and to the restau-
rant to cheer on the Braves.

— Hello Neighbor will be a recurring
profile in each issue of the Wellen Park Jour-
nal. Our residents are what makes Wellen
Park special. We’re looking for residents to
share why they love being part of our vibrant
community; if youwd like to be featured in
an upcoming issue, send an email to info@
wellenpark.com.
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"I have met some really
amazing neighbors
and | absolutely love
coming home fo my
house after along day
at the ballpark.”
— Christina Shaw, speaking of

her home in Renaissance
at Wellen Park

COURTESY PHOTO
Ms. Shaw hanging out with former
Atlanta Braves pitcher and Hall of
Famer Phil Niekro, right.

Are you represented at closing?

An attorney represents your interests at closing in ways that a title ¢ ﬂ annot.

e
en Kohl toda

Lauren P. Kohl
Attorney at Law

she may asSist you.

Real Es
Title Insura
For Sale By C

Wills/ <

GKW

GIBSON, KOHL & WOLFF, PL.

|

|

Build with as little as 10% down"
for the roof over your heart.

)ate

Connect with an LMCU loan officer today,
call (239) 829-6192 or visit LMCU.org/Mortgage.

*For well qualified borrowers. LMCU NMLS #442967.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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WELLEN ROUND-UP

Irma’s Tacos grand opening

CRAFT BEER & TEQUILA BAR

Enjoy amazing street and
ethnic tacos from Execu-
tive Chef Mike Leopold.
Featuring craft beer from
3 Bridges Brewing

and a full bar.

12221 Mercado Drive
Venice
941-681-2348

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left and far left: Scheduled to
open late August, 7-Eleven is
moving right along.

Below: Planning your financial-
future will be a whole lot easier

once JPMorgan Chase opens
later this year.

New Wellen
Park signage has
arrived! Have
you spotted

any yet?

Be sure to take

a close look,
because the
arrows are
inspired by the
sun in the Wellen
Park icon.




ROBB & STUCKY"

FURNITURE | INTERIORS

Robin Azevedo, Kelly Kilgo,
R&S Interior Designer ~ R&S Interior Designer

The Kylie Model at Cassia in Skye Ranch, Sarasota, FL

Model Home Interiors designed by:
Robin Azevedo & Kelly Kilgo, R&S Interior Designers

U ::=.:|_._-:::I._
HOMES g

R&S DESIGN SERVICES

At R&S we offer complete design services with endless resources from the best suppliers found around the world.

A member of our award-winning design team will customize your project to create the home of your dreams.
Plus, with our SIMPLY CUSTOM PROGRAM, we've made curating your very own look super easy!

f y (’) '"eg ' @ @ZWM PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES
7 oo ‘ LOW PRICE GUARANTEE

SARASOTA. 7557 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231 CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS

Phone: (941) 702-8400 ROBBSTUCKY.COM & FLOOR COVERINGS

Store Hours: Mon - Sat: 10am - 6pm, Closed Sundays WORLDWIDE DELIVERY AVAILABLE
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WELLEN PARK BUILDER

Introducing GranPark, a new
Playmore District neighborhood

Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Sam Rodgers Homes, a local Sarasota
based home builder is set to build GranPark,
the first neighborhood to break ground in
the Playmore District, one of three districts
that make up Wellen Park.

“We see a tremendous opportunity in
Wellen Park,” says Richard Rodgers, vice
president of Sam Rodgers Homes. “It’s one
of the top-selling communities in the United
States, and that gives us a marketing advan-
tage due to the active lifestyle Wellen Park
represents,” Mr. Rodgers notes. Wellen Park
is the third-fastest-selling master-planned
community in the country, according to the
real estate consulting firm RCLO. “Our part-
nership with Wellen Park has been one of
mutual respect, so it was a natural for us to
continue our relationship and develop Gran-
Park,” adds Mr. Rodgers.

Sam Rodgers Homes was the original
developer of Wellen Park’s Gran Paradiso
neighborhood before selling to Lennar in
2013. The company has continued to build
within the neighborhood over the years, so
has always had a presence at Wellen Park.

Sam Rodgers has some impressive cre-
dentials as a homebuilder. The Lakewood
Ranch-based company has been operating
for 50 years and has built more than 5,000
homes in Central and Southeast Florida.

“Our Legacy is one of excellence” Mr.
Rodgers says. “We'’re very proud of having
been in business for 50 years as it represents
stability and staying power thru adversity”

GranPark

WELLEN PARK
. Community Lakes
. Preserve N

. 62" Lots %E
[ ]72 Lots g

Preserve

\‘&‘

“‘ﬁll‘s‘

COURTESY IMAGE

Preliminary
Gran Park site
plan (subject

Preserve

GRAPHIC SCALE IN FEET
190 20 490

0 s

Longevity is not Sam Rodgers Homes’
only strong suit. The builder also is able to
adapt its home plans to the customer’s per-
sonal wants and desires. Many builders offer

options; Sam Rodgers offers the opportunity
to help design your own home.

“We're semi-custom builders,” Mr. Rodg-
ers explains. “We have base plans that can be

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

modified to the customer’s specific specifica-
tions. If you want to make structural chang-
es. We can accommodate you”

Sam Rodgers is planning to break ground
on the 63-acre neighborhood by the end of
August. Only about 21 acres will be devel-
oped for an intimate neighborhood consist-
ing of 42 estate sized lots. The remaining
two-thirds of the land will feature nature
preserves and wildlife habitats.

A Spring 2021 grand opening is planned,
including a model center with four fully
decorated homes. GranPark will feature eight
exciting new floorplans with three or four
bedrooms and three-car garages. Prices will
range from $400,000 to $1 million with low
HOA fees that include a maintenance free
lifestyle. All home sites will allow for home-
owners to select outdoor living areas includ-
ing swimming pools should they choose to.

Mr. Rodgers says his company is targeting
active-lifestyle buyers who “typically have
either recently retired or are planning to in
the near future, and who are looking forward
to an active way of life.”

He sees GranPark as an “opportunity to be
part of an exciting master planned commu-
nity with homes priced so people can relax
and realize the active lifestyle they’ve always
wanted.”

GranPark will be within walking distance
of Cool Today Park, Spring Training home
of the Atlanta Braves, and the Wellen Park
Downtown District, offering residents easy
access to great eateries, stylish shops and
enjoyable entertainment options.

The BEST place to go for
beautiful American made
custom window treatments.

Specializing

In Hardwood

Plantation
Shutters.

FREE IN HOME
ESTIMATES!

Absolute Blinds Etc. Inc

* Vertical Blinds ¢ Motorization « Vertical Wraps
e Cellular Shades * Wood Plantation Shutters ¢ Panel Tracks
* Roller Shades Shutters ¢ Solar Shades ¢ Pleated Shades

We offer remote control options

Celebrating

20

YEARS!

IN BUSINESS

2842 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte
941-627-5444 absoluteblinds.com

FLORIBAWEEKLY
120162020
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Find Your Oasis

In Venice
Oasis at West Villages

There's no place more exciting, or more beautiful, to call home
than Oasis, in the master-planned community of Wellen Park.

- Gated, maintenance-free neighborhood
featuring oversized homesites

- Single-Family Homes from the low
$300s ranging from 2,136 to over 3,861 sq. ft.

- NEW multi-generational floorplan, The
Columbia, now available!

- Open floorplans, outdoor living spaces, tile
roofs, paved driveways and lanais

+ Quick move-in homes available

- Serene nature preserve and only a short
walk to a 33-acre park

- Community pool, clubhouse and pickleball
court

- Just ten minutes away from gulf beaches
and downtown Venice

Contact us at:
(941) 225-2111 or SalesSarasota@mihomes.com
or visit mihomes.com/oasis

q)
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Why is 1t
Important
You Choose a

Board Certified
Surgeon?
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CENTER
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COLORECTAL
SURGERY
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Why is it important you choose
a Board Certified Surgeon?

A surgeon certified in general surgery by the American Board of

Surgery has training, knowledge and experience related to the di-
agnosis and comprehensive management of surgical conditions
In fact Dr. Galliano is an accredited Center of Excellence Master
in Colorectal Surgery meaning he has met nationally recognized
standards. Dr. Galliano is the most experienced Colon and Rectal
Surgeon with DaVinci Robotic Surgery in Lee, Charlotte, Sara-
sota and DeSoto Counties. He has performed over 1000 DaVinci
Robotic procedures.

Dr. Domingo E. Galliano Jr. Call to schedule your appointment today!
MD, FACS, FASCRS

General Surgery GA.IJLIANO SURGI CAL GRO UP

Board Certified by the American Board of Surgery 18308 Murdock Circle, Suite 108-109, Port Charlotte | 17899 Tamiami Trail, North Port
Colon and Rectal Surgery For more information or to schedule a consultation appointment with
Board Certified by the American Bord of Colon and Rectal Surgery (ABCRS) Dr. Galliano or Dr. Finley please call us...941-625-3411
Surgical Critical Care Please visit our website www.gallianosurgery.com

I CE RGN |\ TEGRITY, COMPASSION, RESPECT, ACCOUNTABILITY AND EXCELLENCE
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The Pinnacle is able to accommodate both entertaining and relaxed everyday living. The kitchen
opens fo the gathering room, dining area, and covered lanai, to suit both formal and informal
socializing. And private spaces like the den or owner's suite, with huge walk in closet, let family
members still find “me time.” OPT. GARAGE 4' EXTENSION }r
Specifications

Sales center:
13639 Salinas St., Venice

941-218-2208

1% Base price: $421,990
T SF: 2,488 - 3,676
531 3 - 4 Bedrooms

T 3 - 4 Bathrooms
{nr Home Type: Single Family

OPT.

HOWER

RENAISSANCE — MATTAMY HOMES
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Dominica

The Dominica Il is a spacious 2,381 sq. ft., 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage single-family home. Flexible

FLEX ROOM
0F D

P18

living spaces include a flex room and a retfreat that will fit your needs as an extra entertaining space for
guests, a playroom, or a home office. In this plan, you will find an elegant, timeless kitchen with a large

kitchen island that overlooks the dining area and sunny open Great Room. You will love the covered
lanai that is perfect to enjoy the sunny, southwest Florida weather.

Specifications

& Base price: $314,990
@ SF: 2,381

=22 3 Bedrooms

Sales center:
11720 Renaissance Blvd., Venice

941-208-6375

GARAGE
(LS TR

T 2.5 Bathrooms
{nr Home Type: Single Family



A20 | suMMER 2020

Oasis — M/I HOMEs

www.WellenParkJournal.com

il | S
bt = O -~
o o] "

, @ OPT. DELUXE MASTER BATH
wgrn

o S

- ALT. MASTER

ShITE Wikoows
smpsaons ==

= S Y OPT. SHOWER

i AT BATH 3

Saes

s

T caunon]
S8 H

STAIRS TO OPT. SECOND FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR

SN P =<

-
OO ER  OPTSHOWER
GUESTSUITE1 AT BATH 4 W/

GUEST SUITE 1

Columbia

Welcome to the Columbia. Starting at 2,370 square feet, the Columbia’s standard layout includes four

OPT. GUEST SUITE 2.L.O. OPT. GUEST SUITE 11.L.0.
BEDROOM 2 AND FLEX BEDROOM 2 AND GARAGE

bedrooms, three full bathrooms, a flex room and an open-concept kitchen/great room. There's also a
three-car garage. This plan is uniquely designed to allow for several structural options, including bonus
room and guest suite with living and garage space, making it ideal for the multi-generational family.

Specifications

ﬁ: Base price: $389,990
1 SF: 2,370 - 2,973
551 4-5 Bedrooms

T 3-5 Bathrooms

Personalize your Columbia today. It can become truly what you need.

Sales center:
19806 Bridgetown Loop, Venice

941-208-6897

fl::l‘Home Type: Single Family
with Multi-Gen Option

(GRAN PARADISO — . ENNAR

LANAI
MASTER 0" X 11-0"
BEDROOM 100" X 110

130" X 140"

T Y, i !
A o . -
T, \\- = % - s

wiC
> LIVING ROOM
150" X 220"

IMASTER

BATH| )
Q
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bS] KrTCHEN

DINING ROOM

}”7 | 130" X 100
O
BATH
/ el
FOYER V.
ENTRY 7
BEDROOM 2< | [\
110" X 110" s I
H 25
2 CAR GARAGE
200" X 200"
Orchid
Casual and inviting, this 1,564 square feet of practical living space features 2 bedrooms + den in
desirable split plan perfect for roommates or guests. Owner's suite boasts two large closets and lavish
owner's bath. Large living room extends from master suite for lovely conversation area. Kitchen opens
to large dinette area sure to become a favorite meeting place. Private study perfect as media room or Specificaﬁons

hobbyist’s hideaway. Large lanai calls for pretty potted plants. .@ Base price' 3244 999

@ SF: 1,564

{==2 2 Bedrooms

f 2 Bathrooms
‘G}Home Type: Villa

Sales center:
20061 Galleria Blvd., Venice

941-214-9684

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

SARASOTA [
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Caserta

The versatile Caserta features three bedrooms and two fi
Designed for flawless entertaining, the island kitchen flow
living room with glass sliders to the screened lanai. A sec
the home with dual sinks, standing shower and ample w¢
guest bath are situated at the front.

Sales center:
23114 Copperleaf Drive, V

941-246-0076

DINING
11'X 11"
A
[
=
LIVING ROOM D“”ﬂ :
18'X 18' @0
)

BEDROOM 2
11X 120 |-

SECOND FLOOR

Specifications

105 Base price: $236,999
Ty SF: 1,831

,é 3 Bedrooms
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Jll baths with a 1-car garage and private stairwell.

s seamlessly info a formal dining area and bright, airy
luded owner's bedroom is tucked away at the back of
Jlk-in closet, while the two additional bedrooms and

enice

MASTER
BEDROOM
13' X 15'

A

0 \

IMASTER|
BATH

FIRST FLOOR

{OOM 3
X 12'

T 2 Bathrooms
{nI Home Type: 6-plex Condominium
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GRAND PArM — NEAL COMMUNITIES

Kiawah

The handsome Kiawah four-bedroom home design offers an optional second floor with bonus room or loft,
bath and either one or two extra bedrooms. Even without an upper level, this Grand Palm home is spacious.
The open main living area includes a great room open to the island kitchen, which features a walk-in pantry,
and dining area. In back, an expansive covered lanai can be built with an outdoor kitchen wall if you like.
The master suite with optional coffered ceiling in the large master bedroom includes an over-sized walk-in
closet and roomy master bath with dual sink vanities, garden tub, large walk-in shower and private water
closet. The three remaining bedrooms all feature walk-in closets. Two of these bedrooms share a Jack and
Jill bath while the fourth bedroom is convenient o a pool bath. This home also includes a den.

Sales center:
21209 Wacissa Drive, Venice

941-214-9190

s iy
N | i o
IS d
Specifications
ﬁ: Base price: $454,990
@ SF: 2,907

== 3 Bedrooms
f 3 Bathrooms
{aT Home Type: Single Family

BocA RoyArE — NEAL COMMUNITIES

Sanibel

This single-family home features a grandly sized, open living areq, full of designer upgrades! The living

area features an island kitchen, walk in pantry, breakfast nook, and a family room, with views of the
separate dining room. The master suite takes up one side of the home, which includes a large master
bedroom with coffered ceiling, two walk in closets, a master bath with two sink vanities, walk in shower,
garden tub, and private water closet. There are two additional bedrooms, as well as a den. For the den,
there are options to fransform that space into a club room or a fourth bedroom in lieu of the den. With
the club room option, you also have the option of an extended lanai with an outdoor kitchen wall.

Sales Center:
1 Golf View Drive, Englewood

941-214-9760

Specifications

‘@; Base price: $427,990

@ SF: 2.453

{551 3 Bedrooms

T 3 Bathrooms

'ﬁ:tr Home Type: Single Family
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GRAN PARADISO — SAM RODGERS
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The Napoli's impressive, open grand living area has expansive views of an oversized outdoor living area | 1 o ,%.!E. _}
that includes an island kitchen with lofs of storage space and a large casual cafe. You can choose o
to add the optional fireplace on the lanai to make your outdoor living area perfect for year-round r- i -.: ————————— -
enjoyment. The formal dining room, located next to the foyer, is open to the grand living area for easy : : : :
kitchen access. The inviting owner's suite stretches across one end of the floor plan and features a nearly | I : :
20-by-13-foot dressing room and an elegant master bath with garden tub, double vanities and private ‘ 4
water closet. The laundry room and a large pantry abut the private owner’s enfrance, which conveniently
connects directly to the kitchen from the three-car garage. e .
Specifications

sales center: 13 Base price: $498,300 T 3 Bathrooms
20107 Passagio Drive, Venice &) SR 2,796 Ay Home Type: Single Family

=51 3 Bedrooms & Bonus room

941-218-2696

THE PRESERVE — D.R. HORTON

LANAI
BOX94 OWNERS SUITE OWNERS SUITE
BOXUL
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Canterbury
This modemly-designed fwin villa home features an open-concept design that feels like a single-family < o < o
home. Walk-in the front door and you will instantly notice the well-appointed kitchen features a large \‘\\_//’/ \‘\\_//’/
island perfect for bar-style eating, a pantry, and plenty of counter space. The kitchen is open to the /// \‘\\ /// \‘\\
large great room, making entertaining family and friends a breeze. An expansive owner's suite, situated = = = =
at the back of the home for privacy, includes two walk-in closets and an en suite bathroom with double
vanity. The guest bedroom features a walk-in closet and is in close proximity to the second bathroom. Specificcltions
1 Base price: from $234,990 :E 2 Bathrooms

Sales Center: h
11961 Blazing Star Drive, Venice 1 SF: 1,526

941-246-0154 =51 2 Bedrooms & Den

{nr Home Type: Twin Villa
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UPWELL

What’s SUP yoga? Quite a bit of fun, actually

BY LAURA TICHY-SMITH
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Imagine a fitness practice that takes you to
a place of outer calm to build inner strength.
Or is it a practice that grows from an inner
calm to build an outer balance and grace?
Actually, it’s probably a little of both, and
it’s what happens when you transport yoga
out of the studio and cross it with stand-up
paddleboarding, called SUP for short.

Nearby at Lido Key off of Sarasota, SUP
outfitter SURFit USA has become so well
known for its instructor Janice Baxter’s SUP
yoga classes that it also offers teacher-train-
ing certification in the hybrid fitness prac-
tice. Although the SUP yoga classes are on
temporary hiatus because of the pandemic,
SURFit co-owner and founder Aaron Pollard
continues to lead twice-daily paddleboarding
classes and mangrove tunnel tours.

“SUP yoga offers the opportunity to take
yoga to a deeper level by taking it out into
nature,” Ms. Baxter says. “Nature is where
you heal,” she adds, “so it’s advantageous to
take it out of the studio to where we have the
outer stimuli of nature, with birds flying, fish
jumping, wind on your skin. You get to be a
part of it as you breathe deeply.”

While nature enhances the breathing and
meditative calmness aspects of yoga, the ; 3 = 3
paddleboard enhances the physical strength- SURFIT USA / COURTESY PHOTO
ening and balance aspects that are also part Kneeling while doing SUP yoga on a stand-up paddleboard is a good place for beginners to start as they get a feel for how the boards move with the
of the yogic practice. Paddleboarding to and  water.
from the class location provides a core mus-

cle strengthening workout because of the of the yoga poses during the class. paddleboard is an opportunity to strengthen  especially on a hot day. Your core ends up

balance required to stay upright, and on the “It’s constant movement and rebalance your core l?ecausg, even in lying poses, the workipg thf: ent.ire time.” .

board, while paddling. Then the paddleboard at the same time, and af.;ldmg to the senses, board is still moving. You need a strong but While this might sound as 1.f the classes

moving in the water provides an added so there’s a lot more going on out there,” relaxed core; if your muscles tense, you'll go  are only for people who are highly fit and
Ms. Baxter says. “Just doing the yoga on a into the water — but that can be fun as well,

dimension of balance to getting in and out SEE SUP YOGA, A26 b

of FLORIDA’S OUTDOORS
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We Buy
the Boats

You Join Then Hit Get Free
the Club the Water! Training

888.781.7363 | FreedomBoatClub.com
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RESIDENT FACEBOOK CONTEST WINNERS
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NANCY FERENACZ
RENAISSANCE RESIDENT
$50 Gift Card to Peachwave Frozen Yogurt

“I love frozen yogurt and | will eat my way
through this! This is delicious! Thanks to
Wellen Park and to Peachwave West Villages
for this gift.”

JUDY SHAUGHNESSY
GRAN PARADISO RESIDENT
Gift Card to Fuji Sushi Hibachi Noodles

“I won a gift card to the new Fuji Sushi Hibachi
Noodles I'll bring my husband Kevin on a date

night. | love living in Wellen Park! It's exciting to
be part of the future plans for what’'s coming to
this beautiful area.”

e e e e

BOB ASHER
GRAN PARADISO RESIDENT
Pedego Electric Bike

“It was a great surprise to learn | had won
a Pedego Electric Bikes bike. | am already
enjoying riding it around the neighborhood and

through the new Wellen Park community. Thanks
again to Wellen Park for this super giveaway.”

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

BE SOC|A|_ to stay update on all

the exciting news at Wellen Park.

WITH WELLEN @
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Copyright © 2020 Wellen Park, LLLP. Maps are not to scale and are
for relative location purposes only. This map is solely illustrative
purposes and should never be relied upon. The past, .. ~nt, future
of prop: roads, , land uses, itions, Jlat maps,

lot sizes, layouts, zoning, utilities, drainage, land conditions, or
development of any type whatsoever, whether reflected on the site
plan or map, or whether outside the boundaries of the site plan or
map, may not be shown or may be incomplete or inaccurate or may
or may not change in the future.
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It is not uncommon that any of the foregoing can change without
notice to you. You should never rely on the accuracy of this maps
in making any decisions relative to purchasing any property.
Wellen Park, LLLP reserves the right to make changes at any time
without notice.
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NEIGHBORHOODS OVERVIEW

At Wellen Park, you can live your best day ever, every day — starting with
the perfect home base. Discover the neighborhood perfectly attuned to your
preference of home style and lifestyle.

BOCA ROYALE

Builder: Neal Communities

Sales Center: 1601 Englewood Rd.
Englewood, FL 34223
941.214.9760

GRAND PALM

GRAN PARADISO

Builders: Lennar & Sam Rodgers
Lennar: 20061 Galleria Blvd.
Venice, FL 34293

941.214.9684

Sam Rodgers: 20107 Passagio Dr.
Venice, FL 34293

OASIS

Builder: M/l Homes

Sales Center: 19806 Bridgetown Loop
Venice, FL 34293

941.208.6897

PRESERVE

RENAISSANCE

Builder: Mattamy Homes

Sales Center: 11720 Renaissance Blvd.
Venice, FL 34293

941.208.6375

SARASOTA NATIONAL

Builder: Neal Communities 941.218.2696 Builder: D.R. Horton Builder: WCI, a Lennar Company
Discovery Center: 21209 Wacissa Dr. Sales Center: 11961 Blazing Star Dr. Sales Center: 23114 Copperleaf Dr.
Venice, FL 34293 ISLANDWALK Venice, FL 34293 Venice, FL 34293
941.214.9190 Builder: DiVosta Homes 941.246.0154 941.246.0076
Sales Center: 13639 Salinas St.
Venice, FL 34293
941.218.2208
NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES o R > > 7
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SUP YOGA

From page 23

experts at both practices, Ms. Baxter says this
isn’t necessarily the case.

“People new to paddling may kneel or sit
to paddle, like on a kayak, and they probably
won’t want to do the standing poses,” she
says. “You don’t have to be good at either one
to have a good time. You just have to have an
adventurous spirit and be willing to learn.”

Beyond the challenges of doing yoga poses
on an anchored paddleboard that still shifts
with the wind, waves and currents, there is
also the inspiration of the setting. When in
session, the SUP yoga classes take place at
Ted Sperling Nature Park on the protected
bay shoreline of Lido Key.

“This preserve is an optimal space because
it only attracts people interested in nature,
such as kayakers and stand-up paddleboard-
ers,” Ms. Baxter says.

“The mangrove tunnels are like these
magical hobbit lands we go through, and

SURFIT USA / COURTESY PHOTO
Above: Core muscles get an
additional workout when doing

then there are these sweet coves you arrive at yoga poses on a shifting stand-up
through the tunnels. The calm water is the paddleboard in a SUP yoga class.
best for doing yoga.”

Since it takes a little while to paddle Left: Take the balancing poses of
through the tunnels to the protected coves, the yoga practice to a new level
it provides a nice core workout before and when you do them on a moving
after the yoga class. Ms. Baxter varies the mix stand-up paddleboard.
of the activities depending upon what the Far left: Janice Baxter is the SUP
group of people in the class are interested yoga teacher for SURFit USA.
in. Sometimes participants want to get right
to the yoga and maximize their time there,
while on other days everyone wants to do
more of the paddleboarding and watch for . . ) ) o
manatees among the mangroves. All of these ~ 1 3 SUP yoga book with SI.JRF{t co-owners  The goal is to publish the book in time for SURFIT USA
pursuits delight, so Ms. Baxter goes with FIRST NAME Poll.ard and his wife Karla the holiday gift season. .
the flow to guide the attendees of each class Gore..The book will cover safet}f and board “Practicing yoga on moving water,” Ms. » Where: 190 Taft Drive, Sarasota
through the SUP yoga practice that suits Selzctlin as well as provide dg;?ﬂg abczlutlhow Faxter says. l}sl fun, sgrlprising andfa great 5> Phone: 941-952-8245

to do the yoga poses on a paddleboard alon esson in laughter and letting go of expecta- )
them that day. with waysytong())dify the pgses as needed. ¢ tions.” ¢ o8 ’ » Web: www.surfitusa.com

During the pandemic pause, she’s working

e pampered life!

*. = Visit our fabulous Escape Nail Spa,
now open in West Villages,
next to Publix.

Escape to th

2.

\ ﬂ Services include:
W Manicures, Pedicures, F:a:cials, Waxing,
OF ‘ Massage, Eyelash Extension & Microblading

W% 12173 Mercado Drive
VENICE Venice, FL 34293
escapenailspavenice.com QA41-244-2332

Best Place to Make Life a Little Less Taxing
Your Local CPA & Enrolled Agent Partners for over 34 years

e We prepare Individual, Estate, Trust, Small Business, Corporations, e Most of our EA’s are a Fellow of the National Tax Practice Institute
LLC, Nonprofits, Partnerships, Foreign and Foreign Corporations, along (NTPI) to assist with representing our clients before the Internal
with all State returns. Revenue Service with collections of past taxes or with unfiled tax

returns. We also have experience in being called as an expert witness

* We have a full bookkeeping and payroll department to handle all of in court cases from dealing with divorce or business matters.

your accounting, payroll, sales tax and quarterly reports.

o \We will assist you in setting up your new business and determining
which is the best entity for your operations.

APRET S ing! ike family!
71 bleasing! Treals us like family!
“We have been with Campbell’s Enrolled Agents for 16 years, can not
tell you what we would do without them! Helping us decide on what

or what not we should do has saved us Thousands! Thank you David
for all you and your team do for our business!”

CAMPBELL'S ENROLLED AGENTS & COMPANY, INC. |~ |i=50""" — Tracy Croy - Croy’s Cooling Inc. N\
ﬁos

EP;]R{]LLEII AGENTS & CO I.-."H:.
Tax & Aecounting Professionals

00Th

BEST AWARD:!

405 Tamiami Trail  Punta Gorda e (941) 639-0680 e Info@CampbellsEA.com e www.CampbelisEnrolledAgents.com e

%




ELCOME TO DESOTOAUTO MALL!

FI 0S

BEST AWARD
FLORIBAVWEEKLY

Best Complete Auto Buying
Experience in SW. Florida!

DeSoto Auto Mall in Arcadia, FL, also serving Fort Myers, FL and
Naples, FL is proud to be an automotive leader in our area.

Since opening our doors, DeSoto Auto Mall has kept a firm commitment to
our customers. We offer a wide selection of vehicles and hope to make the
car buying process as quick and hassle-free as possible.

DeSoto Auto Mall offers a full selection of services including:

- New Vehicle Sales - Car Loans and Financing
- Pre-Owned Vehicle Sales - Certified Service Department

Highway 70 .
Arcadia “sm Jours:

Al stores available at I 8AM-7PM
one convenient location °°':’G'?7 Jeep Yram Saturday 8AM-5PM

1-800-880-3099 Sunday Closed




=502476

adno:

Est. 1982

#shesparkles

www.ReflectionsInGold.com
GIA Certified Diamonds | Engagement Rings
Custom Designs | Full Service Repair | Appraisals
GIA Trained Staff

LETS GET SOCIAL!

{ ¢ @rigjewelry
§ 1 @Reflectionsingold941

@ | @REFLECTIONS_IN_GOLD
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WELCOME

From page 6

cal side. The main
room and an adjoin-
ing presentation room
will include interactive
touchscreen kiosks that
will display neighbor-
hood and regional
amenities, retail and
entertainment options,
home plans, move-in
ready and quick move-
in homes - anything and everything about
Wellen Park. The presentation screen allows
up to 10 different touchpoints so visitors can
do side-by side comparisons to assist in mak-
ing informed decisions.

Another section of the space will feature
an elevated track that will tell the story of
Wellen Park’s trails and pathways. There are
about 18 miles of existing bike paths, walk-

Everything about the design of the Wel-
come Center is meant to draw people in,
make them feel at home, and provide them
informational guidance or welcome respite.  MASNEY

For instance, when people walk in the
front door they will not see a sales person
sitting behind a desk; rather, they will be met
with an Ape, a three-wheeled Italian truck,
that has been retrofitted to include a recep-
tion desk like none other.

“We wanted more of a hospitality-type
welcome instead of a sales push,” Ms. Masney
explains about the entrance. “We went for
something fun and imaginative for this area.”

The Welcome Center will have its practi-

N —

o L
-

i $:)
& mw I .'
PARK

A colorful three-wheeled Italian truck will serve as the reception desk.

COURTESY PHOTO

Classic Creations
in diamonds & gold
(341) 437-5331 | 2383 Tamiami Trl S. | Venice

www.LlassicCreationsJewelers.com
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ways and trails in Wellen Park, and plans call
for 25 more miles to be added.

Another section of the Welcome Center
has been set aside as an artist nook where the
developer plans to invite local artists to host
short-term exhibits for the public to stop by
and enjoy their work and possibly purchase
their work. Incorporating local artisans into
the space was an important part of embrac-
ing the local community into Wellen Parks
efforts.

The space will also include two unique
art walls. The first will be a community map
made of colorful moss that tells the story of
the unique Wellen Park landscape. Another
will be an 8-by-10-foot one of a kind custom
art piece titled “Heartfelt Connections,” that
tells the story of Wellen Park’s heritage tree
relocation and preservation program. The
artist is Sarasota-based Alexis Fraser, who is

known as “Lipstick Lex” because she plants
lipstick kisses on her paintings.

Yet another area will feature overstuffed
couches and easy chairs where people can
hold conversations (keeping COVID-19
and social-distancing guidelines in mind, of
course).

Voices will also be shared at the coffee/
wine bar, where prospective buyers will be
able to chat with people who already call
Wellen Park home. “They’ll be able to ask
‘Why do you live here?’ and have a conversa-
tion about it,” Ms. Masney says. “That’s more
authentic than anything a sales or marketing
person could ever tell a buyer.”

In the end, the Welcome Center will be
about community because, as Ms. Masney
says, “Comfort and sense of community
are really important to the overall feeling of
Wellen Park.”
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Even the restrooms have style.

SEEPORT

OPTOMETRY

COMPLETE VIEIDMN HEALTHCARE

4381 Aidan Lane
North Port, FL 34287
941-876-4400
seeportoptometry.com

i
o

OTTY 941 505-8400

EXPRESS WwWwwpotteryexpress.com
& Bamboo Farm

Comprehensive Vision Care
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses,
Cataract and Glaucoma Assessment
Dry Eye Treatment

Optical Gallery
Essential and Custom Frames
Digital Lenses for Clear Vision

Knowledgeable and Helpful Staff

SeePort Online
Virtually Try On Glasses at Home
View & Schedule Available Appointments
Have Contact Lenses Shipped to You

™ N

BEST AWARD! os

FLORIBAWEEKLY
2015-2020

25370 Zemel Road, Punta Gorda, FL 33955

FISHERMEN'S
VILLAGE

WATERFRONT RESTAURANTS, BOUTIQUES, RESORT & MARINA

Your Stay and Play Destination
on Charlotte Harbor!

WATERFRONT RESTAURANTS, BOUTIQUES, RESORT & MARINA

fishville.com 1200w Ret Esplanade, Punta Gorda, 7L | 1.800.639.0020
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station to provide swift emergency services
to the growing population of city residents
west of the Myakka River and to reduce the
load on the county fire station at the State
College of Florida campus. To determine
needs and timeline, the developer and the
city commissioned a study by the respected
company Emergency Services Consulting
International (ESCI).

“We did a study of the area which showed not
only what the current needs are for emergency
services but what the future anticipated needs
would be as that community continues to
grow,” Chief Titus says. “We folded that into
our strategic plan and have developed that as
a strategy to provide coverage not only now
but into the future as the incorporated area of
Wellen Park continues to grow.”

The ESCI study recommended, as the first
station for coverage in the area, an enhanced
station be built to serve the community.

The 24,000-square-foot City of North Port
Safety Building being built at the corner of
Tamiami Trail and Preto Boulevard will house
a fire engine, ladder truck, two ambulances
and 11 personnel in the four-bay building. The
new facility will also help the city uphold its
end on mutual aid agreements with the safety
services of other municipalities.

Additionally, the city’s new safety building
will house a police annex, as well as a fire
prevention bureau/plans examiner’s office in
the heart of growing Wellen Park.

“They’ll be the primary fire plans reviewer
(inspector) serving Wellen Park as it continues
to grow, so it will give better access and provide
a place where they can have meetings with the
developer, contractors, or anything like that,”
the chief explains. “We think that will aid
with the growth of the community and help

develop that area.”

Helping streamline development in Wellen
Park is a nice bonus to getting the necessary
approvals to get homeowners into their homes
faster, but the main purpose of the building is
in its name: safety. And to accomplish keeping
Wellen Park residents safe, the City of North
Port has had to look at its response time for
emergency calls.

“Any time a community is growing, the
demand for emergency services is going to
increase over time,” Chief Titus says. “There are
standards we strive to uphold which involve a
number of things. When ESCI does a study like
this, they look at concentric circles of coverage
area, travel times, and at a recommended
national standard of what response times
should be, and that’s what we shoot for.

“It’s somewhere in the four- to eight-minute

www.WellenParkJournal.com

range that you want to get services,” he adds.
“When you're stretching to that eight-minute
limit, it’s time to get a fire station to that
location.”

The City of North Port Fire Department is
one of the fewer than 1% in the country that
is Insurance Services Office (ISO) 1 rated.
This rating is based upon measurement of
the community’s water supply, measurement
of the fire department itself (in terms of
its responses, capabilities, equipment and
personnel) and measurement of emergency
communications.

“To receive an ISO 1 is a high honor, and it
tells the community that we’re providing the
highest standard and level of care possible on
the fire side,” Chief Titus says. “We have a high
standard of performance for our personnel,
and it’s not hard to uphold because everybody

WELLEN PARK JOURNAL
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here believes in and has a passion for the job.”

The new safety building will also be a
place for the fire department to do public
outreach and for people in the community
to visit. It will include a 1946 Seagrave fire
truck housed within a glassy display room,
“evoking the rich history of the fire service
and of North Port Fire Rescue; glowing at
night like a lantern for the community,”
according to a press release from designer
Plunkett Raysich Architects of Sarasota.
The antique fire truck should transport
grandparents back to their own childhoods
while they share their fascination with fire
trucks with a new generation of kids.

“One of the things we feel strongly about
— and we're thankful for — is only a small
percentage of the population has to use our

SEE ADDITION, A34 >

Art Escape

" GALLERY

Paintings
Pottery

Jewelry
Photography

Sculpture
Classes

X/orld

Moon Travel
is here for you

tion
until safely home again.

Contact us for a vacation
experience customized for
your unique preferences
and travel style.

Resorts -~ Custom Travel Itineraries
Escorted Tours ~ Cruise Vacations

Luxury Travel ~ Exclusive Experiences

Located in the heart of downtown Venice, Florida.
Art Escape Gallery showcases the work of over s
20 local artists with a diverse selection of art. .

» A

. E!a - -, il
m -
DANCING g

I:PGRT
16
We feature works in 2D and 3D in a variety of sizes
perfect for gifts, displaying in a home or business.

FL ST #42577

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
206 Miami Ave. West, Venice FL

941-303-6992

www.artescapegallery.net

(941) 229-0904 | Mobile (404) 735-5774

www.DancingMoonTravel.com | Pat@DancingMoonTravel.com




The Best 45 Years of Dental Care y

Standing Left to Right: Timothy L. Palmer, D.D.S., Joseph C. Bender, D.M.D., Robert G. Coseo, D.D.S. Fla m I
Seated Left to Right: Ashley N. Reynolds, D.M.D., Melissa M. Duston D.D.S. BEST AWARD

FLORIBAWEEKLY
2010-2020

Panther Hollow Dental Lodge is where very caring,
considerate and competent dentistry occurs. Within
our wilderness lodge, you will find state-of-the-art
technology and diagnostic equipment for every
dental need.

We now have a CONE BEAM CT,
used for situations when a regular
dental x-ray is not sufficient, also

helpful for placing implants.

Cosmetics | Veneers | Teeth Whitening

Crowns | Dental Implants | Dentures We now offer “TRIOS SYSTEM
for Dental Impressions” Much more
Partial Dentures Treatment of Occlusal (bite) comfortable for the patient and
Disorders/TMJ Dysfunction provides an interactive experience
Dental Hygiene including Cleanings for crowns, bridges, etc.

and Periodontal Treatment

DENTAL LODGE

19240 Quesada Avenue, Port Charlotte, Florida
www.PantherHollowDental.com

941.743.7435
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FUN LOVING LIFESTYLES

Great food, great service are mainstays
at Boca Royale Golf and Country Club

BY CHARMAINE ENGELSMAN-ROBINS
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

* .

Ever-changing guidelines for restaurants
and businesses can make it difficult these
days to keep track of what’s going on where.
Ian D.N. Fetigan, general manager at Boca
Royale Golf and Country Club, gave us an
update on the club’s revised serving situa-
tion, available to members and non-mem-
bers alike.

“Of course, we're carefully observing all
the pandemic guidelines for the safety of our
members and guests,” Mr. Fetigan told us,
“but you'll still find the same great food and
service that have always been a hallmark at
Boca Royale dining rooms.”

Those guidelines include reduced capacity
and the suggestion that guests wear masks
until they are seated at their own socially dis-
tanced table. Reservations are always a good
idea and are required for dinner and recom-
mended for lunch plans.

“We're only serving in The 19th Hole right
now, and that’s the more casual of our three
dining rooms. We hate to have to turn peo-
ple away at the door; with reservations, we
can avoid disappointing anyone,” Mr. Fetigan
explained. “Our limit at this time is 65 diners

at a time, and we carefully observe that.”
You still have the same great views offered
by this elegant club’s beautifully landscaped
golf course, specifically the 18th green and
the 10th tee box. Right now the room is
open Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to

brunch. Monday-Friday lunch hours are 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., and dinner is served Thurs-
days from 5-9 p.m. If you'd like to peruse
the menu, you can do so at www.bocaroyale.
com.

private club, the team at Boca Royale stands
ready to continue its excellent service and
exceptional food in a pleasant ambiance

for members, guests and the public. It is
not known at this time when the other two

COURTESY PHOTO

Fairway Room and Ginger’s Bar and Grill)
will be able to reopen, but staff and patrons
certainly look forward to that as well.

“Our dining facilities are part of our
growing community, and we are pleased to

noon and once a month for a special Sunday

Located outside the gates of the semi- dining rooms in the main clubhouse (The

West Villages Animal Clinic
NOMAGI N

welcome non-members as well,” Mr. Fetigan

ERIC-JOHN

CLAESSENSH

FHINILY DENTISTRY

We believe in improving the
health and vitality of our patients
with honesty and integrity.

In practice for over 32 years, Eric-John Claessens, DDS
is your trusted dentist in North Port. We welcome new patients
and offer a wide range of dental services including:

Your Pet'’s Best Life

LR )

“ocused on
OUR SERVICES

« IMPLANTS « DENTURES ‘@ Wellness Exams & Surgery
* INVISALIGN ‘@ Vaccinations & Dentistry + Dental X-rays

o ALL GENERAL & COSMETIC PROCEDURES

New Patients
Welcome

‘@ Disease Management <& Laser Therapy

% Ultrasound

& Echocardiogram
< Prescription Diets

‘2> End of Life Care

‘@ Emergencies
@ Laboratory
‘@ Pharmacy
@ X-rays

¥ ¢ - v v

| N OF -

“ OH MY GOSH! What a professional, congenial
dental group!!l We are 77 & 82 years old and
thanks to Dr. Claessens's professional services

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

oo~ WEST VILLAGES

e — AN|IMAL CLINIC—
' 12121 Mercado Drive Venice, FL 34293

(941) 202-6750

westvillagesvet.com

and dental hygiene (prevention) teaching, we
are still chewing on most of our original teeth! ,,
Dave & Patity P.

Located just past River Road at 12450-A.
S. Tamiami Trail, North Port, FL 34287

www.northportdds.com
941-423-1777

Eric-John Claessens, DDS
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"Of course, we're carefully observing all the pandemic guidelines for the safety of our memibbers and guests,
but you'll still find the same great food and service that have always been a hallmark af Boca Royale dining rooms.”

— lan D.N. Fetigan, general manager, Boca Royale Golf and Country Club

said. “But again, please remember that due
to the imposition of limited capacity guide-
lines, reservations are required for dinner
and strongly suggested for lunch to avoid
disappointment. Our passionate team looks
forward to serving our great food to as many
diners as we’re allowed to accommodate.”
For reservations, call 941-475-6464.

Neal Communities’ Boca Royale Golf and
Country Club is at 1601 Englewood Road,
Englewood. Check the website for
updates on restaurant reopen-
ings and hours. You can
also keep up via the
club’s Facebook page
https://m.facebook.
com/bocaroyale/.

Boca Royale Golf and Country Club is currently only serving in The 19th Hole and seating is limited to 65 diners. Reservations are

required for dinner and recommended for lunch.

COURTESY PHOTOS

BISTRO

ITALIAN AMERICAN,,
FUSION i

OUTDOOR DINING
AVAILABLE,
TAKEOUT & DINE-IN.

Join us in the lounge for
dinner & entertainment.

Call for details

941.484.1889

Custom Cabinetry,
Countertops and
Window Coverings.

Showroom and
Design Center d== ===

HARBOR

HOME SERVICES
Contact Now for Free Consultation

www.harborkb.com
94 1 _698_ 1 1 3 3 Licensed Contractor CBC - 1263525
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Charlotte County

s #1 Independent

Used Car Dealer for 23 Years in a Row!

Gene Gorman’s
Family Motors

4380 Tamiami Trail,
Punta Gorda, FL 33980

941-625-2141

il

www.GeneGormans.com

“Our satisfied customers are the reason for our success and we know that.”

Gene Gorman’s
Premier Auto Sales

1305 Tamiami Trail,
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

941-639-7300

Gene Gorman’s
Dirt Cheap Cars

3305 Tamiami Trail,
Punta Gorda, FL 33980

f e+ @

Gene Gorman
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i
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Jaca'randa at 1-75 and On The Island In Publix Plaza

.
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North Port Fire Rescue

» Responded to 379 alarms in Wellen Park from 1/1/19- 6/23/20

» 71 residents in Wellen Park took advantage of the Smoke Detector Battery re-
placement program in the six months leading up to COVID-19.

» Coordinated fraining for the IslandWalk and Grand Paradiso CERT Teams.

» Provided reusable mask giveaways at IslandWalk & Gran Paradiso. Over 2000

masks distriouted af each location.

» Covered events such as the Freedom Festival, stadium unveiling fan fest, nearly
a dozen spring fraining games for the Braves, and a College doubleheader at

CoolToday Park this past year.

» Taught Hands Only CPR/ AED operations to the Braves staff at CoolToday Park.

North Port Police Department

» Total calls for service in the Wellen Park Area = 3,169 from 1/1/2019 to 7/8/2020.

» Nearly 1,900 interactions with the public during that time.

» Average response time for priority 1 calls = 2:21. Overall calls = 7:21

» Provided security for the Tomnahawk 5k, other races and events.

» Partnered with IslandWalk and Gran Paradiso CERT teams.

» Members of the police department have attended community meetings; com-
munity leadership meetings; presented and conducted community policing
classes; attended neighborhood street gatherings; attended district board meet-

ings.

» Assisted with implementing a Traffic Enforcement Agreement with West Villages

Improvement District (WVID).

» An assigned officer to the West Villages Improvement District 24 hours a day.

ADDITION

From page 30

services every year, so our only way to remain
successful and for people to understand the
things we do in the community is for us
to be able to have other opportunities for
interactions,” Chief Titus says.

Before the pandemic, the fire department
looked forward to people stopping by with their
kids to ask questions. They did community
safety outreach such as doing smoke detector

inspections and teaching CPR classes. The
chief says his department looks forward to
doing this type of outreach from the new fire
station as soon as it is safe to resume these
programs.

“We love what we do,” he says. “And we
are super excited to have this first fire station
in Wellen Park because we want to have that
interaction with the community.”

Construction on Station 86 will commence
in January 2021 with plans for completion
in Q1 2022. The $12.1 million facility will
be developer funded with some items
being purchased through the West Villages
Improvement District.
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*We're both bayfront sanctuaries, have wonderful local history, were founded
by private citizens and offer access to Florida’s natural world.”

WELLEN

From page |

campus has the “world’s best scientifically
documented collections of orchids and
bromeliads,” while the Historic Spanish Point
campus focuses on native Florida plants.

The downtown campus is the most
biodiverse of any botanical garden in the
world,” Ms. Rominiecki says, adding, “We're
the only botanical garden with this area of
focus on air plants of the world.” It features
about 5,000 species of plants and became a
Smithsonian Affiliate last year.

The Historic Spanish Point addition came
amidst the ongoing development of a master
plan to enhance the downtown campus. The
three-phase plan is projected to take 10 years
and cost $92 million, including $72 million for
construction and $20 million for endowment
and operations. Of $42.5 million needed to
start the first phase, $35 million has been
raised. The lead gift of $5 million was donated
by Drs. Joel and Gail Morrison Morganroth of
Sarasota.

“The $35 million is really from a terrific
mix of people who have been involved in the
gardens and lived in Sarasota for years and
some who are newer to the community,” Ms.
Rominiecki says.

Elements of phase one include the Jean
Goldstein Welcome Center, the Steinwachs
Family Plant Research Center, the Elaine
Nicpon Marieb Herbarium and Laboratory
and the Nathalie McCulloch Research Library.

— Jennifer Rominiecki, president and CEO, Selby Gardens

Sunken Gardens and Pergola at Selby Gardens Historic Spanish Point campus.

Access Facility (LEAF), a vertical garden and
visitor services building with restaurant that
will incorporate cutting-edge sustainability
innovations. The building will house a
storm-water management system and

generate enough energy to power phase one
of the master plan, making it the first net-
positive energy botanical garden complex in
the world.

Ms. Rominiecki says work continues on

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS.

moving forward with the plans despite the
gardens having temporarily closed in the
spring due to the coronavirus. “There could be
nothing better for the local economy, especially
during this downturn from the pandemic,

The centerpiece will be the Living Energy
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than to get started with the economic impact
of our project as soon as possible.” She expects
to go before the Planning Board in September
and the City Commission in October or
November, with hopes of breaking ground by
the end of the year.

All of these developments have led to an
increase in visitation, in part because Selby
Gardens’ 14,000 members are visiting Historic
Spanish Point and vice versa as part of
combined membership benefits.

As Selby Gardens celebrates its 45th
anniversary in several ways this year, Ms.
Rominiecki notes her own anniversary as
president and CEO.

“Two distinct items drew me to this campus

diversity of the orchid collection. It’s truly
astounding in its depth and breadth. And,
second, the incredible banyan grove with the
Moreton Bay fig tree as its focal point. They
are stunning trees originally planted by Marie
Selby”

A horticultural team of 10, nearly 80
employees total and about 800 volunteers keep
the campuses ready for approximately 230,000
visitors annually, with more than 50 percent
of guests coming from outside the state of
Florida.

“We are renowned internationally and have
become a destination experience,” says Ms.
Rominiecki, who was recently appointed to the
Visit Florida board of directors.
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Upcoming exhibitions

» In Dialogue with Nature
“Glass in the Gardens”
Through Sept. 20 — Nature-inspired
and botanically themed glass work

St. Petersburg studio artists, on display
and available for purchase.

» 40th Annual Juried Photographic
Exhibition
“Celebrate Selby Gardens!”
Through Sept. 20 — Photos taken by
amateur photographers at either

created by Duncan McClellan and his

Selby Gardens’ Downtown Sarasota or
Historic Spanish Point campuses. Pho-
tographers submitted images along
five themes: Favorite Selby Gardens
Scene; Plant Life atf Selby Gardens;
Selby Gardens Geometry; Selby Gar-
dens Birds, Bugs & Critters; and Selby
Gardens in Black & White.

» The 45th Anniversary Orchid Show
“Women Breaking the Glasshouse
Ceiling”

Oct. 10-Nov. 29 — Honoring founder
Marie Selby and highlighting the ac-
complishments of notable women
who built on her legacy. Displays will
include living orchids in the sym-

bolic colors of the suffragettes in the
Tropical Conservatory, orchid freasures
from Selby Gardens' library, rare books
and prints by female botanical artists
in the Museum of Botany and the Arts,
and a display of orchids and roses at
Selby House, marking the 100th an-
niversary of William and Marie Selby’s
purchase of the property.

five years ago,” she shares. “First, the sheer

Marie Selby Gardens

» Downtown Sarasota Campus
1534 Mound St.
$25 adults, $14 ages 4-17

» Historic Spanish Point Campus
337 North Tamiami Trail, Osprey
$15 adults, $10 ages 4-17

» Opendaily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(closed Christmas Day)
For more information, visit
www.selby.org

» Both campuses are following
strict guidelines that include glass
partitions in fransaction areas,
contactless fransactions, hand-
sanitizer stations and signage that
encourages social distancing
and hand washing.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS
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FUN-LOVING LIFESTYLES

Wellen Park resident and photographer

Nish Nishihira focuses on teaching (again)

BY CHARMAINE ENGELSMAN-ROBINS
Wellen Park Journal Correspondent

Award-winning commercial and fine
art photographer Bob “Nish” Nishihira
is blessed with an eye for life that sees far
beyond his camera lens.

This upbeat Wellen Park resident seems able
to keep himself open to anything life throws
his way, and to somehow wrangle it into what
he needs. An enthusiastic board member for
the North Port Art Center, he hopes to begin
teaching classes there this fall.

After graduating UCLA’s graphic design
program, Mr. Nishihira studied education
and was sent to teach a high school level
photography class. The high school teacher
he worked with immediately recognized his
ability and asked if Mr. Nishihira would like
to take on one of his classes permanently.
Mr. Nishihira accepted and did a great job.
Not long after, armed with his certificate to
teach grades 7-12, he accepted his first job
at a small school in Morro Bay, Calif., with a
total enrollment of 900 students.

It was a great job but the 25-year-old Mr.
Nishihira grew bored with life in small town,
so when an L.A. friend told him about an
opportunity to teach high school photogra-
phy there, he jumped at the chance. When a
mid-semester teachers’ strike meant all the
new hires were let go, he was able to find a
spot at another high school.

By the time he was 30, Mr. Nishihira and
his wife, Providence, had three young chil-
dren who loved swimming and skiing. The

_-.

COURTESY PHOTO

HURRICANE SHUTTERS

We are a Family Owned and Operated
Business and Available 24/7 for Service.
Free Consultation and Free Estimates!

nd have
peace of mind
for any weather.

e Aluminum Rolling Shutters
luminum Accordion Shutters

® Clear Storm Panels

® Metal Storm Panels

e Colonial Shutters

e Bahama Shutters

e Storm Screens

e Windows & Doors

* Pool Cage Lighting

» Rolling Bug Screens

W wirings

T@lc 941-236-3696
info@Tropicstormprotection.com

" STORM PROTECTION

LICENSED & INSURED

Tropicstormprotection.com f

Individual & Family Insurance | |

Shop For Affordable
Health Insurance From
The Health Marketplace
Or Short Term Coverage

Broad Selection

Alicensed agency and not a health insurance
company. We offer plans from multiple
companies in your area.

Best Prices

Health Insurance rates are filed and regulated
by your state’s Department of Insurance so our
rates will be the lowest rates filed in your state.
Fast Processing

Health Insurance Marketplace USA can

assist you with online processing of your
application for best results!

Superior Customer Support

Our knowledgeable and friendly licensed staff will help
you make the most of your premium dollars and help
with claims questions with professional, unbiased service.

New to Medicare or Shopping? Contact us today
for a Free Benefits Review! Call us 1-888-865-9086

Americans are able to choose health insurance from leading carriers on the federal
marketplace. You may qualify for premium tax credits (APTC), and depending on your
household income subsidies to help lower your deductible and cost sharing. Don’t know
where to begin? Let us help you get the best coverage at the best price and take
advantage of all the cost savings you are entitled to! We are Certified

for the Federal Marketplace.

HEALTH
INSURANCE
MARKETPLACE

As your health insurance advocate, we are committed
to protecting your privacy and the information you
provide to us.

GET A QUOTE HERE

healthinsurancemarketplaceusa.com



WELLEN PARK JOURNAL

SuMMER 2020 | A39

L.A. smog had gotten so bad it just didn’t
feel like a good place to raise athletic kids, so
the family moved to the mountains.

He liked Carlsbad, where he found him-
self teaching again, putting in three years of
grade 8 English and photography. When his
students swept first, second, and third place
in the local school photo contest, the spon-
sor asked them to withdraw because they
showed up the senior high students.

The thing Mr. Nishihira is most proud
of is the honor he received at his students’
graduation ceremony: The valedictorian sur-
prised Mr. Nishihira by dedicating the entire
speech to him. He was deeply moved.

He wanted to retire from teaching but
of course found he still wanted to have a
regular “job.” A new friend had started a
janitorial service caring for office buildings
at night and was doing pretty well with it.
He suggested that Mr. Nishihira try it — just
print some business cards and cold call on
potential clients.

“I figured with my graphic arts degree and
all I should be able to come up with a pretty
good- looking business card, and I did,” he
says.

One of the businesses he approached
was a graphic design studio. While waiting
to speak to the owner he looked around
the reception area and liked what he saw.
The owner tried to brush him off by saying
curtly that they already had a maintenance
company, to which Mr. Nishihira responded:
“Well, how about my coming to work for
you as a photographer?”

It took a couple of weeks, but when the
owner finally got around to taking a look at
Mr. Nishihira’s portfolio, he was astounded
by what he saw. He gave him the
names of various ad agencies
and public relations firms that
could probably use his style.
And just like that, Mr.

Nishihira was in business
for himself.

But teaching still called to
him. He landed a position at
City College of San Francisco
(school of Danny Glover and O.]. Simpson),
where he felt he had really found his niche.
He was on the faculty for 20 years.

“It was so different,” he marvels. “The
instructors were so dedicated to teaching.

NISH NISHIHIRA / COURTESY PHOTOS
A selection of artwork by
Nish Nishihira.

Nobody was just passing time there
while writing a book or something. They
really cared about teaching.”

In August 2019 the Nishihiras moved to
Wellen Park (then West Village) and settled
into the Renaissance neighborhood. He
decided to take advantage of the proxim-
ity to the new CoolToday ballpark, Spring
Training home of the Atlanta Braves, and
— you guessed it — applied for a job there.

As a peanut vendor.

He was told that job was handled by
an outside company. Just as when he’d
approached the design studio for a janitor’s
job, he sailed past the rejection and proposed
another idea: “How about public address
announcer?”

No, that was covered too.

In a final try he came back with: “How
about bat boy?” But, he says (slightly mysti-
fied), “They just laughed!”

For now, Mr. Nishihira is experimenting
with both black-and-white and color digi-
tal photography, shooting por-
traits of friends, plants and the
nature trail by his home. And
once again he has teaching

"North Port o his mind, with hopes

A

of starting soon at the
North Port Art
Center center.
Watch his
website, www.
nishihira.format.com, and also watch for
him shooting pictures as he explores the
nature trails in Wellen Park. When you spot
him, be sure to say hello. You and he will
both be glad you did.
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